HISTORY AND CULTURE OF ASSYRIA
The term Assyriais both a geographical

and a political designation.Geographically
speakingit is the N part of Mesopotamia.
The geographiacenterof Assyriacommonly
called the Assyrian heartland, is actually a
triangle formed by the Kurdish mountains
to the N, the Tigris river to the W, and the
Upper Zab river to the E Rowing into the
Tigris at the southernmosttip. The four
great cities of Assyrid\ Asshur, Nineveh,
Arbela, and CalahN were all within this tri-
angle or very nearit. In historical times,the
peoplesresiding in the Assyrian heartland
expandedtheir inBuencewell beyond this
centralregionto include what onemight call
greaterAssyria.The S extremeof this larger
territory was the narrowest point between
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, approxk
mately in the region of modern Baghdad.
The E limit wasthe foothills of the Zagros
mountains. The N limit was the Kurdish
mountains,and the W limit wasthe Syrian
desert.In modern political terms the Assyr
ian heartland is entirely within the bound-
aries of the modern republic of Iraqg, while
greater Assyriaexpandsinto the S extreme
of Turkey andthe E extremeof Syria.
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A. Geography

1. Physical Featuresand Climate. The
highest mountains in Assyria are the Kur-
dish and Zagrosmountains,which have a
maximum height of 3,600m. The Assyrian
heartlanditself consistsof gently undulating
hills. West of the Tigris is a semidesertarea
called the Jezirah,stretching as far as the
Euphratesriver. The Tigris is the main river
in Assyriawith its tributariesthe Upperand
Lower Zabsand the Shd el-adheim.All of
these rivers are swi' -RBowing and treacher
ous. Rd's and boats can be used on the
Tigris S of Mosul, but eventhen the trip is
guitedangerous.

It hasbeensaidthat Assyriahasoneof the
most pleasant climates in the world. The
summersare warm but not excessiveljhot,
the wintersarecoolbut not excessivelyold,
and the springsand autumnsare long and
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moderate.In contrastto Babylonia,rainfall

in Assyriais regular and su! cient to pro-
duce luxuriant vegetation.In fact the EPWV
line separatingthe N areaof regular rainfall

from the S areaof sporadicrainfall liesjust S
of the city of Asshur.Thereis evidenceof a
microclimatic changeabout 12008.c. in the
centralpart of the Fertile Crescentincluding

Assyria; for some reason rainfall was
reduced for several years, causing poorer
cropsand famine with severeeconomicand
political results.It is alsoevidentthat exten
sive soil erosiontook place over severalmil-
lenniabecausef the cu" ing downof timber
for burning and building. It is probablethat
in the 2d millennium B.c. there were still

large forests teeming with vegetationand
wild animals,and that in generalthe soil was
richerand moreproductivethanit isnow.

2. Natural ResourcesAgriculture, and
Animal Husbandry. The major natural
resourcesof Assyria were soil and water,
which supported agriculture and animal
husbandry.It waspossiblefor peopleto live
almost anywherein Assyria,thanks to the
regular rainfall, and it wasnot necessaryor
them to clusteralong the waterwaysasthey
did in Babylonia. Thus, in the historic
period, much of the Assyrianheartland was
populatedby peoplecarrying on agriculture
and animal husbandry,and this soonspread
to largepartsof the Jezirahasthe population
of Assyriagrew. The rivers produced abun-
dant bPsh,while grapevinesgrew on the hill -
sides.Mosul marble, a relatively s@# stone,
was quarried for building and monumental
sculptures,but the main building materials
were clay bricks and bitumen found on the
Euphratesin the vicinity of the moderncity
of Hit. Therewereand still areabundantsalt
Ratsin the Jezirah.

The basesof Assyrianeconomywere agri
culture and animal husbandry. The two
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typesof economyexistedin asymbioticrela
tionship,with part of the land beingusedfor
pasture while the remainder was used for
crop production.Barleywasthe staplegrain,
although other grains such as wheat were
also grown. The barley was used to make
bread and beer, while wine was produced
from grapes.Sesameoil wasusedto Ravor
the bread. Green vegetableswvere not com
mon, but spices such as mustard were
known; and of coursethere was salt. The
most popular vegetablesvere onions,garlic,
and leeks.Fruits suchasapplesgrapesand
nutswereanormalpart of thediet.

The most common animals bred were
sheepand goats,which provided the mate
rial for textiles.GoatOmilk wasvery popular
and wasusedboth for the milk itself and for
cheesemakingPigs,cows,and variousfowls
suchasducksand chickenswerecommonly
raised. None of theseanimals were slaugh
tered on a regular basisfor their meat,the
eating of meat being reserved for festive
occasionsOxen were usedasdra# animals,
and donkeysand muleswere usedfor trans
porting goods. The breeding of horses
becamecommononly in the middle of the 2d
millennium, and the horse was a military
animalusedfor drawingchariotsand cavalry.

3. Trade, Communication, and Trans-
portation. Tradewasa vital part of the Assyr
ian economyfrom prehistorictimesbecause
of the lack of major natural resourcesMore-
over, Assyriawas geographicallylocatedon
the crossroadsof extensiveEP/N and NES
trade routes.The city of Asshurwasparticu-
larly important from this point of view,since
it was the obvious crossingpoint for cara
vans traveling EBWV in the foothills of the
Zagros mountains. See ASSHUR (PLACE)
In contrastto Babyloniathe riversof Assyria
were not particularly important for trans
portation since they were so treacherously

I"H$96&'()*%$+)B-$.)/012')3$*&45%")&)89:;)<=)>$2'+1'%):67)@:;;A


http://www.logos.com/

swi! . Thus, caravans and armies were forced
to move by land, but on routes parallel to the
rivers in order to have ready access to water
for themselves and their beasts. Most roads
were no doubt in terrible condition, full of
ruts and potholes, but there were royal roads
used by the king’s messengers which were
kept in a good state of repair. As to speed of
travel, it is known that a caravan or military
expedition could travel at the rate of approx-
imately 25 km a day. This rate of course var-
ied considerably, depending upon the ter-
rain. For swil communication, the Assyrians
established a system of relay posts where
fresh horses were kept at the ready 24 hours
a day. In this way the king could keep in
touch with the most extreme parts of his
empire and relay his orders with dispatch.

B. Sources

1. Wril en Sources. Assyrian royal
inscriptions hold pride of place among the
sources for Assyrian history, both because of
the vast amount of information they supply
and because they were the first cuneiform
documents to be deciphered and studied in
the 19th century of our era. (See GARJ LAR.
This does not mean, however, that Assyrian
royal inscriptions can be used uncritically;
quite the contrary. They are royal boasts or
propaganda, and the information they pre-
sent was selected and arranged to enhance
the image of the sovereign. The kind of
information selected concerned the military,
hunting, and building activities of the
monarch which were considered to be the
proper functions of an Assyrian king. The
military narratives came to be lengthier as
the centuries passed and also to be arranged
more and more in an annalistic format, that
is year by year with dates. The successes of
the Assyrian armies were recorded in gory
detail, but no mention was ever made of an
Assyrian defeat or setback, despite the fact

that it is well known from other documents
that such humiliating events did take place.
Thus, a historian using Assyrian royal
inscriptions to reconstruct the events of a
reign must be very careful and critical.

Fortunately, many le"ers from and to
Assyrian kings have been recovered (see Par-
pola 1970; 1987). These le" ers provide consid-
erable detail about what actually went on in
the Assyrian court, in the provincial centers,
and on the ba"lefield. Here we read of the
king seeking and receiving advice from his
senior administrators and debating major
decisions. Numerous Assyrian contracts are
preserved from almost all periods of Assyr-
ian history (see Postgate, 1976). These consist
of various kinds of legal records, such as mar-
riage contracts, divorce contracts, adoption
contracts, loans, and conveyances. The con-
tracts provide considerable insight not only
into the legal structure of Assyria but also
into the socioeconomic situation. Large
numbers of Assyrian administrative records
have also been preserved from almost all
periods of Assyrian history. These include
such documents as lists of food and wine
rations for court personnel, offerings given
to temples, and wages paid to laborers.

There are other kinds of wri"en sources
from Assyria which appear from time to
time. For example, there are a few treaties
between Assyria and its neighbors, mainly
from the 7th century B.C. There are also some
prognostic texts from the same century
which are records of the king’s request for
guidance from the diviners on major state
decisions. These documents, which are
unfortunately very badly preserved, provide
some very interesting insights into the deci-
sion-making process in the Assyrian palace.

The later indigenous wri" en sources for
Assyrian history include a variety of docu-
ments wri' en at various times for various
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reasons.Chief amongtheseare the chrono-
graphictexts,king lists,and chroniclesabout
Assyrianhistory (seeTCS5).We haveseveral
of thesedocumentsand they areinvaluable
in that they provide the chronologyand the
coherentnarrative of the political history of
Assyria into which the numerous details
from the other sourcescanbe P! ed.By far
the mostimportant documentin this group
is the AssyrianKing List, which providesthe
Pliation and length of reign of each king
going backto the time when the kingswere
really no morethan tribal chie" ains.Among
Assyrian chronicles,by far the most impor-
tant is the Synchronistic History. This is a
concise narration of relations between
Assyriaand Babyloniafrom the brsthalf of
the 15th century B.c. to about 800 B.c.
Although it provides much useful informa-
tion, it is unfortunately a very biaseddocu
ment since its purpose was to prove that
wheneverthere had been conl3ict between
Assyriaand Babylonia,Babyloniawasalways
in the wrong and lost. Speakingof Babylo
nia, the BabylonianChronicle series(seethe
following article) is an important sourceof
information on Assyrian history from the
middle of the 8th century to the fall of the
Assyrian empire at the end of the 7th cen
tury B.c. Miscellaneoustexts such as laws,
decreesand epicsalso provide information
on manyfacetsof Assyriancivilization.

From the point of view of the historianit is
unfortunate that beginning about 800 B.c.
the Akkadian languagewhich had beenspo
ken in Assyria since its beginning, was

replacedgradually by the Aramaiclanguage.

It is unfortunate becausewhile Akkadian
waswri! en on imperishablematerialsuchas
clay and stone, Aramaic was wri! en on
papyrusand parchment,materialswhich are
perishablein the Assyrian climate. From a
variety of referencesjt is well known that
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Aramaicrecordswerekeptin Assyriabegin
ning about8008.c, and that this recordkeep
ing in Aramaic becamemore common as
time went on. This documentationis now
entirely lost.

Until the middle of the 19thcentury of our
era when cuneiform was deciphered,our
only sourcesof information for Assyrianhis-
tory were the Bible and classicalauthors.
Sincethe deciphermentof cuneiform docu
ments,thesesourcesnow play a very minor
role exceptfor afewperiodsin Neo-Assyrian
history whenthe Bible in particularprovides
insights unavailable from Assyrian docu
ments. Among the classical sources,the
chronology of Claudius Ptolemaeusis of
interestin comparisonwith native Assyrian
chronological lists. There are also legends
preservedby suchauthorsasHerodotusand
Ktesiasabout Assyrian individuals such as
Semiramisand Ahigar.

2. Archaeological Sources. The
ancient Assyrian cities of Nineveh, Calah,
and Dur-Sharrukin were the earliestsitesto
be excavatedby 19theentury archaeological
pioneers. Amongthe Pndswerestonereliefs
which lined the entrance and audience
chambersof the AssyrianpalacesOn these
stoneslabswere found inscribed cuneiform
texts, together with scenesportraying the
eventsnarratedin the texts.The 3oor plans
that have been uncoveredare not by them-
selvesvery informative, but when they are
related to the descriptionsof buildings in
textsonebeginsto understandthe form and
function of the variousroomsin the palaces
and temples.Archaeologicalexcavationcon
tinuesin Assyriato this day.Excavationsare
still being carried on at the major cities of
Asshur, Calah, and Nineveh, as well as at
provincial centers such as those along the
Upper Habur river. These expeditionscon-
tinue to add to our documentationon the
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history of Assyriancivilization and to Pll in
gaps.

C. Chronology

The chronology of Mesopotamiais struc-
tured on Assyrianchronology;in turn, the
chronologyof the entire NearEastjncluding
Anatolia, SyriaPalestineand Egypt,isbased
upon synchronisms with Mesopotamian
chronology.The reasonfor this is the fortu-
nate fact that an astronomicalobservation
provides a bxed date in Assyrian history.
This dateis the morning of Junel15,763g.c,
when an eclipseof the sun took place.This
event is recorded in Assyrian documents
which aredatedaccordingto arelativeAssyk
ian chronology.Thus,working from the date
763backwardand forward onecanestablish
absolute datesin Assyrian history for the
entire 1st millennium. The sourceswhich
provide this reliable relative chronology in
Assyrian history are the eponym lists and
the king lists. The Assyriansnamedeachcat
endaryearal erano” cial calledan eponym
or limmu.Lists of theseeponymswere com-
piled in chronological order, and complete
lists of them have been preservedfor the
entire 1stmillennium. Legaldocumentsand
frequently annals,were dated accordingto
these eponyms. Thus, the astronomical
observation which provided the absolute
date of 763for one of theseeponymsauto-
matically provided absolute dates for the
entire list of eponymsand for every event
datedby eponyms.

The secondhalf of the 2d millennium B.c.
(ca.1500@0008.c) is arather di#erent situa
tion with regardto chronology.No complete
list of eponymnameshasbeenpreservedor
this period. Thus, although we have the
namesof numerouseponymsit is very di" -
cult to establishtheir relative order; and this
in turn makesit very di" cult to establishan
absolutechronology.The AssyrianKing List
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is of li$le assistancén solvingthis problem
other than establishing a general relative
chronology. Thus, all the datesfor the sec
ond half of the 2d millennium B.c.in Assyria
may be out by approximately a decade
either way. For example,a date of 136%.c.
may in factbeashigh as1376r aslow as1355
B.C.

Before15008.c. the chronology of Assyria
is evenmore confused While therearesome
eponymlists they arevery fragmentary and
the list of Assyriankingsis very suspectvith
regard to the accuracyof the numbersand
the sequenceof rulers. Synchronismswith
Babylonianrulers and eventsareof li$le help
here, since Babylonian chronology for this
period is alsovery uncertain.What is desper
ately neededis (1)a Pxedastronomicaldate
and (2)a completelist of Assyrianeponyms
for the entire period. Therefore, datesin
Assyrian history before approximately 1500
B.C. may vary about sixtyfour yearseither
way.

In Assyriathe yearin which aking died or
vacatedthe throne wasregardedas his last
full regnal year by native historians.
Although the new king took the throne
immediately this wasregardedmerely ashis
accessionyear, and for chronological pur-
posest waszero.The following year his brst
full year on the throne, wasrecordedashis
Obrst@ear.Sincethe Assyrianyearbeganin
the spring (with the month Nisan), it
spanned portions of two modern Western
years, and to be absolutely precise one
should normally cite Assyriandatesaccord
ing to our calendarasoverlapping for exam
ple 759/758.c.Modern historiansof Assyria,
however,generallyavoid doing this because
it isratherpedantic.

D. Political History
1. Early Cities. The beginnings of
Assyria go back to the 3d millennium B.c.
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and to a few autonomouscity-statesin the
Assyrian heartland. Assyria as a political
entity did not existat this early stageijt wasa
developmentof the mid-2d millennium B.c.
Instead,one Pndsby about 25008.c. a few
independentcity-states,chief amongwhich
were Asshur,Nineveh,and probably Arbela.
Li! le is known of the history of any of these
cities in this period, with the exception of
Asshur. Arbela has never been excavated,
sincethe modern city is right on top of the
ancient tell. Nineveh, which has beenexca
vated a number of times by variousexpedt
tions, has still not yielded very much docu
mentary evidencefor this early phase Never
theless/ater allusionsshowthat it probably
wasasold asthe city of Asshur Forexample,
ShamshiAdad | refersto the work of the
Old Akkadian king Manishtushu (ca. 2300
B.C) at Nineveh.This showsthat the empire
of the Old Akkadian monarchsextendedas
far N asNinevehand,moreimportantly,that
Ninevehwasalreadya signibPcantcity in the
regionatthattime.

Much moreinformation is availableon the
history of the city of Asshurduring the see
ond half of the 3d millennium B.c. This city,
like Nineveh,was also under the control of
Manishtushu,sincean inscriptionwasfound
at Asshurof OaervantofOManishtushu,pre-
sumablyagovernorunderthe Old Akkadian
(OAKK) king. The lack of datableinscribed
material before the OAkk period suggests
that Asshur remained independent of S
political and cultural infBuence until this
time, but oncethis control wasestablishedt
continued,or wasat leastrenewed,in subse
guent periods. Thus, we know that Asshur
was under the political control of the Ur Il
dynasty,at leastduring the reign of Amar-
Sin (ca.2046R038s.c), sincewe havefrom
Asshuraninscription of that kingOgovernor.

Asshur regained independencesometime
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a' er the reign of Amar-Sin.In fact,therulers
of Asshur soonturned the tableson the S
culture of Babylonia. One such ruler,
llushuma, carried out a raid on Babylonia,
al ackingsuchmajor citiesasUr and Nippur.
It was simply a plundering expedition,and
no a emptwasmadeto establishcontinuous
control. The subsequentrulers of the city
Asshur during the remainder of this period
concentratedupon constructionwork in the
city itself. In particular, a greatdealof e#ort
and materials was devoted to the improve-
ment of the templeof the god Asshur.It was
a period of political stability and economic
prosperityand atime whenthe Old Assyrian
merchantcolony3ourishedin Cappadocia.
2. Old Assyrian Merchant Colony.
Thanksto an accidentaldiscoveryof alarge
archiveof cuneiformdocumentsin Anatolia,
important information has come to light
regarding the economy of the city-state of
Asshur during its earliesthistory (Veenhof
1972} arsen 1976)The archive was discov
ered at the modern siteof KYltepewhich in
ancient times was called Kanish.From this
archiveit hasbeenlearnedthat the city-state
of Asshurhad establisheda number of mer-
chant coloniesin Anatolia in order to pro-
motetrade.The archivefrom Kanishconsists
of thousandsof cuneiform tablets,the vast
majority of which are concernedwith ecc
nomic mal ers.There are contracts,adminis
trative documents,and commercial le! ers.
Unfortunately, the counterpartsof this cor-
respondenceand related economic record
ing havenot beenfound at Asshuritself.Pos
sibly future discoverieswill unveil this doc
umentation. Since virtually no recordsare
preservedfrom Asshur itself for this time,
without the discoveryof the archiveit would
havebeenassumedhat the city wasof very
minor signiPcanceNow we realizeit wasof
major importance to international trade
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aroundtheturn of the 2d millennium.

The Kanish colony wasconcernedmainly
with trade in tin, which wasan essentiakle-
ment, togetherwith copper,to makebronze.
Sincethis is the period commonlycalledthe
OBronzeé\ge,Ghe signibcanceof this trade
need not be emphasizedThe colony Rour-
ished for about 150years(ca.1900075®.c)
and was a real colony, for the merchants
were citizens of the city-stateof Asshur liv-
ing temporarily in Anatolia. They mixed
with the nativesin order to promote trade,
but otherwisethe colony remainedan inde-
pendent and relatively isolated establish
ment. The relationship wasmutually benep
cial, and thus li'le is heard of confict
betweenthe Anatolian natives and the for-
eignersfrom Asshur.A rough modern anat
ogy might be the Europeantrading com
pounds in the Chinesecity of Shanghaiin
the 19thcenturyof our era.

3. ShamshiAdad | and His Time. The
early citiesin the Assyrianheartland,andin
particular the city-state of Asshur, were
jolted out of their economicprosperity by
the Amorite invasion. The Amorites were
Semiticspeakingpeoplefrom the Syro-Ara-
bian desert who penetrated Mesopotamia
about the beginning of the 2d millennium
B.C.In the brsttwo centuriesof this millen-
nium they establishedanumberof dynasties
at variouscity-statesin Assyria,aswell asin
Syria and Babylonia. The invasions,which
went on for many generationscausedcon
siderablechaosand much bghtingnot only
between the former inhabitants and the
invaders but also betweenthe various city-
states.

The Amorite people were divided into
many tribes, eachled by a powerful chief-
tain. Among the mostpowerful wasthetribe
which produced ShamshiAdad 1 (ca.
1813EY8k.c), oneof the mostcolorful bgures
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in early Assyrianhistory. Although clearly of
nomadic ancestry,as one learns from scat
tered referencesn contemporaryand later
texts, ShamshiAdad went to great pains,
oncehe had gainedcontrol of the major part
of Assyria,to have himself recognizedas a
legitimate ruler of the city-state of Asshur
andin directdescentfrom the ancientrulers
there. Thus, the AssyrianKing List incorpo-
rates the Amorite ancestorsof Shamshi-
Adad as early rulers of Asshur, although
obviously they were nomadic chie' ains liv-
ing in the desert.As to the early careerof
ShamshiAdad himself, it is known that he
traveled S into Babylonia,where he spent
sometime. He was obviously impressedby
Babylonianculture and learned a greatdeal
from it, sincelater in his careerhe encour
agedthe Babylonizationof Assyrianculture,
including Assyrianreligion.

Eventually ShamshiAdad went N up the
Tigris, leading a group of warriors,and cap
tured Ekallatum. A" er three yearshe then
went farther N and al acked and captured
the city-stateof Asshur.He devotedhimself
to major constructionwork at the city.In par-
ticular, he concentratedupon the temple of
Asshur,a god whom he regardedasequiva
lent to the SumeroBabylonian deity Enlil.
This is anindication of oneof hisal emptsto
encouragéabylonianculture.

If it were not for a chancediscoveryof a
large archive of cuneiformdocumentsat the
city-stateof Mari (seeMARI) on the middle
Euphrates,this is about all we would know
about ShamshiAdad |. But what a limited
view this would be,for ShamshiAdad,aswe
now know from the Mari archiveswent on
to greater things. When Yahduniim, the
king of Mari, wasassassinategbossiblywith
the connivanceof ShamshiAdadOsgents,
ShamshiAdad captured Mari and
appointed his younger son, Yasm#-Adad,
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as governor of Mari. At the sametime, he
appointed his eldest son, IshmeDagan, as
governorof Ekallatum.Leavingtheseterrito-
ries under his sons@ontrol, ShamshiAdad
then proceededarther W into Syria.He cap
tured the city of ShubatEnlil and madeit

his residenceand capital.All this produceda
N Mesopotamianpower unprecedentedin

strengthand extent.In €' ect,ShamshiAdad
controlled all of the region N of modern
Baghdad,W of the upper Tigris, E of the
middle Euphratesand W into central Syria.
The governingof suchan extensiveterritory

was by no meanseasy,not only becauseit

had never been under central authority
before but also becausethere were many
Amorite tribes wanderingaboutthe region.
ShamshiAdad and his two sonshad their

work cut out for themtrying to maintain sta
bility and prosperity.

Despite ShamshiAdadOswn ability, one
of his greatfrustrationswasthat hisyounger
son, Yasmé&-Adad, was quite incapable.
Yasméa-Adad hated the bat#lebeldasmuch
as he hated the administrative 0$ ce. He
much preferred to spend his time in the
harem, as we learn from le#ters of Shamshi-
Adad rebuking him for not doing his job.
Frequently in these le#ers ShamshiAdad
holds up his eldestson,IshmeDagan,asan
exampleto beemulatedn onele#er hesays,
OWhile your brother is victoriously cam
paigning you lie about down there among
the women.CEventually ShamshiAdad was
forced to appoint advisersto his son who
kept him informed separatelyof what was
goingon.

Despite the incompetence of Yasméa-
Adad,the remainingyearsof ShamshiAdad
were prosperousand relatively stable When
he died, however,about178&.c, thefortunes
of N Mesopotamia changed dramatically.
Hammurapi of Babylon marchedN and in

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New

York: Doubleday.

the spaceof a few yearscapturedpbrstMari
and then Asshur.SeeHistory and Culture of
Babyloniabelow.The history of the Assyrian
region a%r HammurapiOdime is lost in
obscurity.Barbariantribes from the Zagros
threatenedAsshurand the other city-states,
and a new people called the Hurrians
invaded from the E and eventually con-
trolled theregion.

4. Hurrians and the Kingdom of
Mitanni. A%er the deathof ShamshiAdad |
in the 18thcentury,very li#le isknown about
the region of Assyriaand about the city-
statessuchasAsshurand Nineveh,until the
1l4thcentury B.c. The reasonfor this lack of
information wasthe chaosbrought aboutby
the massmigration of new peoplesinto N
Mesopotamia.Chief among these were the
peoples which founded the kingdom of
Mitanni. This kingdom wascenteredon the
Habur river, but in its heydayits inBuence
spread as far W as the Taurus mountains
and asfar E asAssyria.Indeed,for atime it
seemsto have controlled the city-statesof
Ninevehand Asshur.

Unfortunately, very li#le information is
availableabout the kingdom of Mitanni. Its
capital, Washshukanni,has still not been
located,and therefore the statearchivesof
the kings of Mitanni have not been discov
ered. What li#le we know of this kingdom
and its history we glean from foreign
sources:Assyrian, Babylonian, Hi#ite, and
Egyptian.As meagerasthis information is, it
doesallow usto realizethat Mitanni wasone
of the greatesipowersin theancientworld in
the middle of the 2dmillennium B.c.Itskings
dealt as equalswith the Egyptian pharaohs
and Hi#ite monarchs.

SinceMitanni wassuchagreatpower,and
controlled Assyriafor atime, it isimportant
to considerthis kingdom and its civilization
in any discussion of Assyrian history.
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Indeed, the two ethnic elementsevidentin
the Mitanni kingdom, Hurrians and Indo-
Europeansalso had a major impact on the
region of Assyriaand thus require detailed
consideration. The term Indo-European
refersbasicallyto alargefamily of languages,
among which are modern English, French,
and German. Ancient languagesincluded
within this group are Latin, Greek, Hi! ite,
and Sanskrit.The Hurrian languagepn the
other hand,hasnot beenidentibedwith any
known family of languagesCertainly it is nei-
ther Indo-Europeannor Semitic. The Hurri-
ansthemselveenteredMesopotamidy way
of the Caucasugrom the steppesof central
Asia. Evidence of their presence in
Mesopotamia,which is supplied from per-
sonal names,goesback at leastasfar asthe
Third Dynasty of Ur (ca.20008.c). At this
early date,they werein the eastTigris region,
and for the next few centuriesthereis no evi
dencethey spreadbeyondthis area.Toward
the middle of the 2d millennium, however,
they beganto moveout, and eventuallyHur-
rians were spread over most of the Fertile
Crescent,their presencebeing evident in
Assyria, Syria, Anatolia, and Palestine.In
Assyria,the site which providesmost of our
evidencefor a strong Hurrian presenceis
Nuzi.

As statedabove there are both Indo-Euro-
pean and Hurrian elementsin the ethnic
makeup of Mitanni, and the major and
almostsolesourceof this information is per-
sonal names.The most common personal
namesof peopleof Mitanni are in the Hur-
rian language,but there are some names
which are Indo-European. These la! er
nameshaveone of two characteristicseither
they are compoundedwith the nameof an
Indo-European deity known in Sanskrit
(such as Indra, Vayu, Svar, Soma, etc) or
they are concernedwith horsesand horse
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racing, for it is a well-known phenomenon
that early Indo-Europeanculture wasclosely
associatedwith horsesand horse breeding.
Thus, we Pnd peopleof Mitanni with names
in an Indo-European languagewith such
meaningsas Opossessingreat horsesGnd

Ohevho had won sevenprizes(atthe horser
aces).@ further pieceof evidencefor Indo-

European presencein Mitanni is a horse-
breedingmanual,the original of which came
from Mitanni but which is known only from

acopyfound at the Hi! ite capitalof Ha!l usa.
The text is wri! en in the Hi! ite language,
but someof the technicaltermsarein factin

an Indo-Europeanlanguagewhich is not Hit-
tite. It is commonly assumedhat this is the

same languageknown at Mitanni. A pnal
major piece of evidenceis the name of a
socialclassat Mitanni, which is OMaryannu.O
This is an Indo-European word meaning
Oyoungman, warrior.OAll of this evidence
indicatesnot only that there were Hurrian

and Indo-European elementsin the king-
dom of Mitanni but also that the Hurrian

elementwas by far the most common.lt is
goingtoo far, however to concludefrom this

that the Indo-Europeanswere the ruling

classat Mitanni. Such a conclusion,which

has been put forward by a few scholars,is
unjustiped by the present state of our evi
dence.Rather,we weemto be dealingwith a
society which is essentially Hurrian but

which has at sometime comeinto contact
with Indo-Europeans and learned from

them not only some of their languagebut

alsotheir horsebreedingtechniques.

The peopleof Mitanni are responsiblefor
introducing the use of the horsein warfare
into the Fertile Crescent.They used it to
draw a light two-wheeled chariot, which
immediately gavethem the upper hand in
warfare. Soon,however,other peoplessuch
asthe Hi! ites and Assyrianslearnedhow to
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usehorsesand light two-wheeledchariotsin

the same manner. But until they did so,
Mitanni wasone of the mostpowerful politi-
caland military forcesin the Fertile Crescent.

5. The Rise of Assyria (ca. 17418274
B.C). a. Eclipse (ca. 1741E364.c). Until the
14thcenturys.c, the term OAssyriaéduld be
usedonly in a geographicsenseput in that
period we seethe brstappearanceof astate
called Assyria. For a brief time under
ShamshiAdad | in the 18thcenturys.c, the
various small city-statesin the heartland of
Assyriawerelinked togetherunder onepolit-
ical authority, but the nameAssyriawasnot
applied to this entity. With the death of
ShamshiAdad | and the accessiorf hisson
IshmeDagan| (ca.1780B741}his very frag-
ile unity disintegrated.For some centuries
the various city-statescontinued to be inde-
pendent of one another, and someat least
eventually fell under the political control of
the kingdom of Mitanni, as outlined in the
previoussection.

The eclipsein the history of the region
called Assyria lasted for almost four cen
turies. Asincredibleasit may seemyirtually
no documentsand no information aboutthe
entire areaare availablefor this long period
of time. The only documentwhich givesus
any idea of the eventsof the period is the
AssyrianKing List, but for the period under
discussionthe succinctinformation in this
list canonly apply to the city-stateof Asshur.
Nothing is known of events at the other
major citiesof the region.The AssyrianKing
List assignsa reign of forty-one yearsto
IshmeDagan | (ca. 178074 1.c), the son
and successonf ShamshiAdad I. A" er the
entry for this king, the list continueswith a
number of namesand eventuallyinforms us
that a new royal line wasfoundedby Adasi,
who is referred to as Otheson of a nobodyO
(i.e.,he wasa usurper).A" er Adasiand until
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the end of the period we are calling the
eclipse, some contemporary inscriptions
begin to appearat the city-state of Asshur,
andgraduallylight isshedupon eventghere.

b. Ashur-uballi! | (ca. 1363E828s.C).
The long reign of Ashur-uballi#l marksthe
Prst appearanceof Assyria as a political
entity and the beginningof this nationOgse
to becomeone of the great powersin the
ANE. This is the period called the Amarna
Ageand Ashur-uballi#l playedasignibcant
role in this era,togetherwith the leadersof
the Hi! ites and of other major statesin the
Fertile CresceniN Egypt, Mitanni, and Baby
lonia. Ashur-uballi# |1 is the Prst Assyrian
ruler to call himself Okingof Assyria,@revi
ousrulers at the city-stateof Asshurhaving
called themselvesonly Oviceaegent of the
god Asshur.O Native Assyrian tradition
regardedthe reign of Ashur-uballi#l asthe
beginningof Assyrianpower.

Unfortunately, few details are known
aboutthe reign of Ashur-uballi#l. It is appar
ent that he controlled a unibed and strong
state,that he wasrecognizedinternationally
as a great ruler, and that he actually con
trolled the Babylonianstatefor a signibcant
period of his reign. On the international
scenetwo le! ers from Ashur-uballi#l were
found at the Egyptian capital of Amarna.
Thesele! erswereaddressedo the Egyptian
pharaoh, and in them the Assyrian
addressedhe Egyptianking asan equaland
referred to establishing good relations,
which obviously included trade and some
kind of political cooperation.

Turning to his relationswith Babyloniato
the S, more details are available.According
to our information, the daughter of Ashur-
uballi#l wasmarried to the Babylonianking,
and their son,that is the grandsonof Ashur-
uballi#l, eventually cameto rule over Baby
lonia. It is clear that Ashur-uballi# | sup-
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ported and infBuencedhis grandsonon the
Babylonianthrone. When there wasa rebet
lion in Babylonia,the grandsonwas killed

and replaced by a native usurper. Ashur-
uballi! I invadedBabyloniato avengehiskin,

deposedthe usurper,and put aking of his
own choice on the Babylonian throne.
Although no further informationis available,
it seemsbviousthat the Assyriancontinued
to exerciseconsiderablecontrol over Babylc
nian a' airsduring hislifetime.

c. Prelude to Greatness(ca. 13278274
B.C.). The stability that Ashur-uballi! | had
brought aboutwasto be an important foun-
dation upon which his son,Enlil-narari,and
his two grandsons,Arik-din-ili and Adad-
narari I, could build the beginning of an
empire. Altogether, thesethree reignscover
just over half a century.It wasa period dur-
ing which they struggledto maintain and
expandthe boundariesof Assyriabut it was
also a period during which they pnally lost
control over Babylonia.ln fact,the mostsig-
nibcant achievementof the period on the
part of Assyriawasthe expansionto the W
into the territory controlled by the kingdom
of Mitanni. The successeson this front
brought wealth and conbdencéo the Assyr
ians and preparedthe way for the establish
mentof arealempire.

AssyriaOss of Babyloniawasdue to the
strength of that nation under its greatest
king during the Kassite Period, Kurigalzu.
On the other hand, the successof Assyria
against Mitanni during this period was
achievedat leastin part, becausahe Hi#ites
werepressingvery hard againstthe kingdom
of Mitanni at the oppositeend, on the W
boundary of Mitanni. It was Adad-harari |
who successfullycarried out two major cam:
paigns againstMitanni and beganthe pro-
cess which would eventually incorporate
half of Mitanni as part of the Assyrian
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empire.

6. The Middle Assyrian Empire 1(ca.
12738208.c). The continuing risein thefor-
tunes and power of the stateof Assyrianar-
rated in the previoussectionculminatedin
the establishment of the Prst Assyrian
empire,commonly called the Middle Assyr
ian Empire to distinguish it from the Late
Assyrianor Neo-Assyrian Empire. The Mid-
dle Assyrian Empire can be divided chrono-
logically into two periods,and it is the pbrst
part which is our concernhere.This covers
the reigns of two kings, Shalmanesel (ca.
1273244) and Tukulti-Ninurta | (ca.
1243f207.c). Thesetwo were the sonand
grandson respectivelypf Adad-hararil, and
they built upon the stable and inRuential
kingdom which they inherited to make of
Assyriaone of the most powerful nationsin
the ANE in the 2d millennium. Fortunately
for us,arelatively largeamountof documen
tation is availablefor the period so that we
can seethe evolution of this processn some
detail.

The military campaignsof Shalmaneset
were conductedto the E, N, and W. He le$
Babylonia alone. The most important
achievementof the campaignsof Shalmane
serl wasthe completeconquestof E Mitanni
and the annexationof thisregionasan Assyr
ian territory. The way had already been
clearedfor thesecampaignsby Adad-nharari
I. NeverthelessAdad-narari | had no real
control over the region and the task was a
formidable one, made more so because
Mitanni was allied with the Hi#ites and the
Arameans against Assyria. In his royal
inscriptions, Shalmaneserl boaststhat he
defeatedall three partiesnamelythe Hi#ites,
the Arameansand the army of Mitanni, and
that ultimately he made E Mitanni a
province in the Assyrian empire. Other
sourcedsfor the period bear out the essential
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truth of hisclaims.

In the descriptionsof the campaignsby
Shalmaneser, we brst encounterthe gory
details of Assyrian conductin warfare for
which thesepeoplewould becomefamous.
For example,in a narrativeregardinga cam
paign againstthe king of Mitanni, Shalmane
ser | boaststhat al er slaughteringtens of
thousands of the troops of Mitanni he
blinded no less than 14,400 Mitannians
whomhehadtakenaliveasprisoners.

Tukulti-Ninurta |, the sonand successoof
Shalmaneset, conductedcampaignssimilar
to his fatherOdn addition, he campaigned
againstBabyloniaand addedthis areato his
kingdom for at leasta short period of time.
Indeed,the campaignagainstBabyloniaby
Tukulti-Ninurta | wasthe most momentous
eventof his time. By this period we haveallit -
tle moreinformation about Babyloniaand it
is clearthat the statewasvery weak.It had a
tenuousalliancewith the Hi" ites,onewhich
wasdi# cult to maintain becausell commu
nicationshad to passthrough AssyriaThere
are three descriptions of the Babylonian
campaign of Tukulti-Ninurta I: one in the
royal inscriptionsof Tukulti-Ninurta I, asec
ond in a historical epic about Tukulti-Nin-
urta |, and a third in afragmentaryaccount
in a Babylonian chronicle. By far the most
detailed version is found in the historical
epic. This poetic narrativeis, however Assyr
ian and highly biasedin favor of Tukulti-
Ninurta I. Nevertheless,t is known from
other sourcesthat Kashtiliash,the Kassite
king of Babylonia,was defeatedand slain.
The city of Babylonitself wasplunderedand
its walls torn down as punishment. The
statueof the god Marduk wascarried 0$ to
Assyria. Certainly it is a fact that Tukulti-
Ninurta | captured Babylon and controlled
Babyloniafor atleastabrief period of time.

The signibcancef the other campaignof
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Tukulti-Ninurta | which led him to the N,

NE, and W of Assyriais eclipsedby the great
victory over Babylonia. Neverthelessthese
other campaignswere of importance.In par-
ticular, he wasableto fend 0$ an a' emptby

the Hi"ites to expand into E Mitanni, a
region which had been incorporated into

Assyriaby Shalmanesel. The narrative of

the defeatof the Hi" itesby Tukulti-Ninurta

| is of specialinterest to biblical students,
sinceit containsthe Prstrecordedexample
of the deportation of peoplesby the Assyrt
ans.Sucha procedurewould be usedmuch

later againstthe Israelites,asnarratedin the

Bible.In the caseof Tukulti-Ninurtal, alarge
group of the conqueredHi" ites were trans
ported from Syriato labor campsin Assyria.
By this practice,the Assyriansnot only elim-
inated a troublesomeelementon their bor-
dersbut alsogainedasignibcantincreasean

their laborforce.

Tukulti-Ninurta | standsout asthe most
successfubnd ambitious Assyrianruler for
many centuries,but eventually he was sur-
rounded and assassinated his own palace.
For many yearsal er the assassinatiorthe
fortunesof Assyriawerein decline,and con
trol over her territories slackened.Signib
cantly, Babyloniatook the opportunity dur-
ing this weak period to break away and
appointitsownking.

It is necessaryo concentrateuponthe mili-
tary achievementsof the Assyrian rulers,
since these were the most important
achievementsof this militaristic state.Never
theless, both Shalmaneserl and Tukulti-
Ninurta | devotedmuch time and energyto
building operationsin the cities of Asshur
and Nineveh.In addition, Tukulti-Ninurta |
founded an entirely new city, Kar-Tukulti-
Ninurta, which means OQuayof Tukulti-
Ninurta.OThis new city wason the opposite
bank of the Tigris from Asshurandali"le N
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of that ancientcity. At Kar-Tukulti-Ninurta,
the king built a splendid palace severatem-
ples,and a ziggurat,and he cut achannelfor

a canalto providewaterfor the gardensand
the inhabitants. The entire city was sur-
rounded by a wall. Here, Tukulti-Ninurta |

took up residenceand it isin this palacethat
he wasassassinatedn founding an entirely
new capital, Tukulti-Ninurta | setan exam
ple for a few kings of the Late Assyrian
Empire who would similarly found new
cities.

Asto other cultural activitiesof the period,
there is someinformation. In particular the
conquestof Babylonia,which involved carry-
ing 0" Babyloniandocumentsand peopleto
Assyria,brought considerablecultural inf3u-
encefrom Babyloniainto Assyria.This is a
processwhich had begun as early as the
reign of Ashur-uballi# I, but the act of
Tukulti-Ninurta | gave it great impetus.
Thus,in literature and religion we now bnd
signiPcanBabylonianinfRuencen Assyria.

7. The Middle Assyrian Empire 2 (ca.
1132H)768.c). The assassinatiof Tukulti-
Ninurta | begana temporarydeclinein the
power of Assyria,a declinewhich lastedfor
about three quartersof a century and coin-
cided with the fall of the Kassitedynastyin
Babylonia.A major internal factor that con
tributed to this decline was dissatisfaction
with the reign of Tukulti-Ninurta, which
culminatedin his assassinatiorExternal fac-
tors werethe movementf newpeoplesnto
the Fertile Crescentthat had a major impact
not only upon Assyria but upon other
important powersin the areaas well. The
most signibcantpeople involved were an
ethnic group called by the Assyriansthe
Mushku and by classicalauthorsthe Phry-
gians. These people,among others, moved
into Anatoliaand broughtaboutthe collapse
of the Hi! ite empire,and many Hi! itesf3ed
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to Syriafor refuge.This brought them into

direct conRBict with Assyrianinterests.With

this, Assyrian expansion westward halted,
but in fact Assyrianow had to retreatin face
of the pressureof various peopleson its W
frontier. Another group of peoplewho were
beginningto apply pressureon AssyriaOg/
Bank werethe Arameansaboutwhom more
will be said later. During this brief period of
decline, Assyriaseemsto havefallen briel3y
underBabyloniancontrol.

Eventually Assyria, like a sleeping giant,
reawakenedunder the leadershipof Ashur-
reshaishi |. Beforedescribinghis reign,how-
ever,a major revolution in the art of warfare
must be noted.lIt is aboutthis time that iron
becamemore common.The use of iron for
weaponsand armor marked a major change
in the conductof warfare.lts signibcances
at least as great as the introduction of the
light horsedrawn chariot by the Indo-Euro-
peans about the middle of the 2d millen-
nium.

The accessionof Ashur+eshaishi | (ca.
1132E11%®.c) marks the beginning of the
revival of AssyriaO®rtunes.By far the most
important achievementof this king wasthe
restoration of internal stability to the Assyr
ian state.He regained authority over all of
the Assyrian heartland and restored peace
and prosperity to the region. He newly
debned or recaptured the borders and
strengthened them by rebuilding old
fortresse®r erectingnewones.

It wasthe goodfortune of Tiglath-pileserl
(ca.1114176s.c) to inherit akingdomwhich
was now internally stable,prosperousand
secure on its frontiers. See TIGLATH-
PILESER (PERSON) Building upon this
foundation this king, one of the greatestin
Assyrian history, had the ambition and abil-
ity to createan empire.Under his leadership
Assyriaexpandedin all possibledirections,
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so that when he died Assyrianinf3uence
extendedfrom the Mediterraneanseain the
W to Babylonin the SE

No soonerhad Tiglath-pileser| ascended
the throne than one of AssyriaOsiost dan-
gerousenemiesthe Mushku, al acked.The
Assyrianking respondedmmediatelywith a
counterd ack,and thus beganmanyyearsof
Assyriancampaigningto the W againstthe
Mushku. The persistent campaigning not
only stoppedthe Mushku but pushedthem
backwestwardsand Tiglath-pileser| boasts
of returning with rich booty from the plun-
dered Mushku. These W campaignsalso
brought him into contact with the
Arameans. Various Aramean tribes had
formed coalitionsin Syria,and in their own
way they were as formidable an enemyto
Assyriaas the Mushku. A major confronta
tion betweenAssyriaand the Arameancoalr
tion took place at Jebel Bishri in central
Syria.Assyriawon theday,andfor atimethe
tide of Aramean incursions was stemmed.
The W campaignsof Tiglath-pileser| were
by far the mostimportant military activities
of his reign, bringing under Assyrianinf3u-
ence all of Syria as far W as the Mediter-
ranean seaand S Anatolia asfar asthe Tau-
rusrange.

Despite the major signibcanceof the W
frontier, however, one must not underesti
mate the importance of Tiglath-pileser 10s
campaigninto Babylonia.The Assyrianand
Babylonian armies fought on at least two
occasionon the Lower Zab river, and even
tually Assyriadefeatedthe Babylonianarmy.
The Assyriansthen proceededS into the
Babylonianplain and captured major Baby
lonian cities,including Babylonand Sippar.
No mentionis madeof S Babyloniancitiesin
our Assyrian sources,however, and there-
fore we may assumehat Tiglath-pileserl did
not gaincontrolthere.
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The benebtof these numerous and suc
cessful campaigns was that Assyria now
enjoyed great prosperity, and this factor,
togetherwith the internal stability, fostered
major cultural developments. SignibPcant
building operationswere undertakenin the
various cities of Assyria.ln the legalsphere,
scribescarefully compiled two setsof laws,
one a collection of palaceedictsof various
kings as far backasAshur-uballi" I and the
seconda collectionof lawsmainly concerned
with the status of women in the Assyrian
state (see ANET, 180B8). Babylonian inf3u-
enceis evidentin anumber of thesecultural
developments.

8. The Arameans.A discussionof the
Arameans provides a suitable bridge
betweenthe 2d and 1stmillennia in Assyrian
history, for these people brst appeared
toward the end of the 2d millennium and
playeda majorrole in the ANE in the 1stmil-
lennium. The Arameansmake up the third
major invasion of the Fertile Crescentby
Semiticspeaking nomads, the Prst being
that by the Akkadiansand the secondthat
by the Amorites. A fourth invasion by the
Arabswould comealli! le later. In highlight-
ing thesefour major invasionspnemustalso
note that gradual inPltration by Semitic-
speakingnomadsfrom the Syriandesertwas
goingon all the time. Aramaic,the language
of the Arameansgventuallybecamethe lan-
guage of the Assyriansand Babylonians,
thus replacing Akkadian. Indeed, Aramaic
by the middle of the 1stmillennium wasthe
internationallanguageof the entire ANE.

The name OArameanstdversa largenum-
ber of tribal groups,among which were a
people called the Ahlamaeans.n fact, the
Ahlamaeansarethe earliestal estedgroup of
Arameans.The earliestdatablereferenceto
Arameansor Ahlamaeansappearsin docu
ments of the 14thcentury B.c. from Egypt
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(Amarna), Syria (Ugarit), Assyria,and Baby
lonia. In Amarna,the referenceappearsin a
badly preservedle! er, the contextof which

is not clear. At Ugarit, the name Aramean
appearsas a tribal identibcationfor an indi-
vidual, as a personalname, and as a topo-
graphical name.In Assyria,there is a state
ment in aroyal inscription of Adad-nharari |

that his father, Arik-din-ili (ca.1317E06s.c),
conquered the Ahlamaeans.In Babylonia,
there is a le! er of the late 14thcenturyB.c.
from Dur-Kurigalzu in which a tribe called
Hirana, known from later sourcesto be an
Arameantribe,ismentioned.

A" er the 14th century B.c. referencesto
Ahlamaeansand Arameans become more
frequent, and it is evident that they were
spreading widely throughout the Fertile
Crescent.For example,in the 13thcentury
B.C, a Babylonianking, Kadashmaninlil 11,
complainedto the Hi! ite king, Ha! ushilish
lll, that he had not beenableto correspond
with him becauseof the hostile Arameans.
This statementindicatesthat largegroupsof
Arameanswere already well establishedin
Syria along the upper Euphrates,a fact
borne out by later historical evidence.It
should also be remembered that the
Arameanstogetherwith the Hi! ites fought
onthesideof Mitanni againstShalmaneset.

It hasalreadybeennoted that the decline
in fortunes of Assyria a'er the death of
Tukulti-Ninurta | wasduein partto pressure
from the Arameanson the W frontier of
Assyria. Later, Ashur+eshaishi | boasted
that he had conqueredthemin thedesertAs
noted in the precedingsection,Tiglath-pile-
ser| defeatedan Arameancoalition at Jebel-
Bishri about 1100B.c. The successorof
Tiglath-pileser|, Ashur-belkala,recordedin
the so<alled Broken Obelisk a number of
raidson Arameangroupsin the 11thcentury
B.C.in Syria.Further evidencefrom the late
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11thcentury B.c.appearsin the Bible,where
we read of DavidOwarsagainsthe Aramean
kingdom of Damascuslt wasin factthe uni-
Ped kingdom in Palestine established by
Sauland continuedby David that e#ectively
preventedthe Arameansfrom gaining con
trol over Palestine Similarly, the Mushku or
Phrygians prevented the Arameans from
pushing into Anatolia. These two factors
then delected the main thrust of the
Aramean incursion so that it went SEinto
Mesopotamia.

Assyrialost considerableterritory to this
invading group, and there is someevidence
that the Assyriansmay haveactually had to
abandontheir major citiesfor abrief period
to the Arameans.The Babylonianssu#ered
at least as much if not more from the
Aramean al ack. Our fragmentary sources
indicate the confusionand chaoscausedby
the Rood of Arameanwarlike tribesinto the
Babylonian plain. In the 1st millennium,
Arameanswere presentin two forms. First,
there werea number of Arameankingdoms
in Syria that were the targetsof Assyrian
campaignsfor centuriesto come. Second,
there were Arameanswithin Assyriaitself,
and their numbers gradually increasedas
time went by. This in turn had a major cul-
turalimpactupon Assyriancivilization.

By the 8th century B.c. the Aramaic lan-
guagewaswidely wri! en and understoodin
Assyria.Although only a few Aramaic docu-
ments have actually been recoveredfrom
this period becauseof the perishability of
papyrus and parchmentupon which they
werewri! en,there isampleevidencefor the
widespread use of the Aramaic language.
There are Assyrianreliefs on which are por-
trayed scribes recording booty on scrolls,
and thesewould only be usedfor the Ara-
maic languageThere arereferencesn Assyr
ian textsto the OAramaicScribe,@nd there
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is mention in Akkadian le! ersof correspon
dencebeing carried on in Aramaic between
the Assyrianking and his 0" cials.Eventhe
Akkadian languageitself wasin3uencedby
Aramaic both in the lexicon and in the syn
tax.By the 7th centuryB.c, there weresenior
Assyrian 0" cials bearing Aramaic names
and speakingAramaic.For example the rab-
shakeh of Sennacherib at the siege of
Jerusalem,as narrated in the Bible, could
speak Aramaic as well as Hebrew (2 Kgs
18:199). SeeRABSHAKEH

The reason for this major Aramaic pres
ence was the increasing number of
Arameansliving in Assyriafrom the 9th cen
tury on. Many of these were brought by
Assyriankings as captivesto work on build-
ing projects at Assyrian capitals,the most
ambitious of which wasthat of Ashurnasir
pal Il at Calah.Evenaterthefall of Assyriain
6128.c, Aramaicboth asalanguageand asa
culture continued to havea major presence
in the Babylonian empire and later in the
Persianempire.

9. Assyria Revives(1075884B.c). The
title OAssyridRevives@efersto the fact that
atter the deathof Tiglath-pileserl in 107@.c.
the fortunes and power of Assyria once
againdeclined,and li! le is heard of this state
until the accessionof Ashur-dan Il in 934
B.C, more than a hundred yearslater. The
reasonsfor the decline were the lack of sys
tematic administration for the vastterritory
which Tiglath-pileser | had conqueredand
the tremendous pressure applied by the
Arameansduring this period.By the turn of
the millennium, Assyriawashard pressedn
all fronts:to the Sin Babyloniaand to the W
in Syriawerethe Arameans;to the N andE
werethe peoplesof the Nairi lands.The situa
tion improved,however,near the beginning
of the 1stmillennium when three successive
kings brought about internal stability and
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launched military campaignsto regain lost
Assyrianterritory.

a. Ashur-danll (934B12.c). Fromthis
reign onemaydatethe beginningof the Neo-
Assyrian Empire. Ashur-dan Il restored
internal stability to the Assyrianstate,and
this enabledhim to bethe brstking for over
a century to conduct regular military cam
paignsabroad.The chieftargetsof thesemili-
tary expeditionswerethe Arameansand the
recapture of territory which they had
wrestedfrom the Assyrianslin the tradition
establishedby the MA monarchs, Ashur-
dan Il concernedhimselfwith building activ
ity. The city of Asshurhad been neglected
for overacentury,and now the king commis
sioned construction work on the fortibca
tionssurroundingthe city and palace.

b. Adad-narari Il (9118918.c). Adad-
narari Il continued the work of his father,
Ashur-dan Il, and campaignedeven more
extensivelyIn addition to pushing backthe
Arameans, Adad-arari 1l led expeditions
against Babylonia and the Nairi lands. On
thesecampaignghe Assyrianarmy marched
asfar W asthe Balih river, asfar S asthe mid-
dle Euphrates,asfar N asLakeVan,and as
far E asthe central Zagrosmountains.The
Arameanscontinued to be the central con-
cern of the foreign policy of the Assyrians,
however, as evidencedby the fact that no
fewer than eight campaignsvereconducted
against them. The o$ensive against the
Arameanswas so successfuthat eventually
Adad-narari Il wasableto lead his troopson
an expedition through territory formerly
controlled by them without meeting any
opposition. On the contrary, as he traveled
through the region,the local Arameanchief-
tains cameto him voluntarily with tribute.
This campaign was a Oshowof strengthO
campaignanew featureof Assyrianstrategy
which would be imitated by subsequent
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kings.Another innovationis that in addition

to building Assyrian garrisonson the fron-
tier, Adad-narari also established storage
depots at strategic points throughout his
newly acquiredterritory for the supplyof his
army on campaign.In subsequentreigns,
these storage depots would be developed
into administrativecentersthusmarkingthe
beginning of a provincial system. Adad-
narari continued the work of his father in

reconstructing the fortibPcationsand build-
ingsatthecity of Asshur.

Cc.  Tukulti- Ninurta Il (890884 B.C).
With the reign of Tukulti-Ninurta ll, ashort
period of consolidation began.Tukulti-Nin-
urta Il sethimself the task of organizingthe
nation and empire in a much more system
atic manner.A goodillustration of this new
policy,and alsoof the extentof Assyriancon
trol, is provided by aroyal inscription of this
king in which is describedin detail a Oshow
of strengthGampaignconductedin approx
imately the same region in which Adad-
narari Il had led such a campaignLike his
father, he met no resistanceon this cam
paign; as the Assyrian army approached,
localrulers cameto it andvoluntarily offered
provisionsandtribute.

An innovation in the reports of Tukulti-
NinurtaOsampaignss that reasonsaregiven
for theseoffensiveactionsthe reasondeing
reports of hostile actson the part of the pec
ple who becamethe targetof the campaigns.
In other words, eachoffensiveaction by the
Assyriansis justibPed by the claim that the
peopleof the targetareahad initiated hostili-
ties.

Tukulti-Ninurta Il was more ambitiousin
his building projects,carrying out construc
tion not only at Asshurbut alsoat Nineveh.
Little is known of his work at Nineveh,but at
Asshurhe continuedto improvethefortipca
tionsandto restorethetemplesand palace.
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10. The Calah Kings (883824 B.c).
There are two peaksin the greatnesof the
Neo-AssyrianEmpire,the brstbeingthe one
which can be called that of the Calahkings,
and the secondbeing that of the Sargonid
kings(seebelow).In betweenthesepeakssa
low point in Assyrian might. The name
OcCalatKingsQderivesfrom the new capital
created by the brst of thesekings, Ashur-
nasirpal ll. This king, togetherwith his son
and successorShalmanesetll, not only cre-
atedthis new capitalbut alsobroughtunder
Assyriancontrol an unprecedentedextentof
territory andwealth.

a. Ashurnasirpal I (883B59 B.C).
Ashurnasirpalll is the epitome of the ideal
Assyrian king. As a btting symbol of his
exceptionalmight and accomplishmentshe
made a reality of the principle, which had
been developing for some time, that the
Assyrianking should campaigneveryyearof
his reign.lIt is known that he led at leastfour-
teen major expeditionsduring his twenty-
Pve years on the throne, and there were
probably severalother campaigngor which
wehaveno information asyet.

To the east,n the areaof the UpperDiyala
in the Zagrosmountains,Ashurnasirpalled
three campaignsThe main targetwasacoalr
tion of tribesheadedby a certainNur-Adad.
In anticipation of the Assyrianinvasion Nur-
Adad walled up a major passin the moun-
tains, but the Assyrianarmy broke through
this wall and penetrated deep into Nur-
AdadOsterritory, looting and destroying
towns asthey proceededWhen Ashurnasir
pal was satisPedwith the extent of his con-
guestsand satedwith the booty he had cap-
tured, he forcedlargenumbersof conquered
peoplesto return to Calahto perform forced
labor on the building projects there. To
affirm his control over the Zagrosarea,he
established a garrison and supply depot
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deepin the mountains.

In the N, NE, and NW, Ashurnasirpal
launched a number of campaignsdirected
primarily against the lands of Nairu and
Urartu. Toward the end of a seriesof cam
paignsin theseareaswhich involved consid
erablelooting and destruction,he appointed
agovernoroverthe district. The result of the
extensive campaigningand of the adminis
trative measureswhich Ashurnasirpaltook
in theseareaswasthat for the remainder of
his reign the people in these districts
remained reasonablysubmissiveand volun-
tarily sent tribute and workers to perform
servican Assyria.

The campaignsstretchedover most of the
reign of Ashurnasirpal Il and were inter-
spersedby at leastfour campaigngo the W.
The brstmajor targetwasthetribe calledBit-
Adini, which wassé€ led in and around the
city of that nameon the Balih river. The city
was captured and plundered and becamea
jumping-0" point for AshurnasirpalOsam
paigns further westward. Eventually the
Assyrianarmy proceededfarther, and upon
reachingthe upper Euphratesreceivedtrib -
ute without ba! le from the king of Carchem
ish. At a later datethe Assyrianscrossedhe
upper Euphratesand receivedtribute from
various statesW of the Euphrates.When
Ashurnasirpal reached the Mediterranean
seahe performedthe ancientritual of wash
ing his weaponsin the water. The Phoent
cian citiesof Tyre, Sidon,Byblos,and Arvad
sentpresentsto the Assyrianconqueror.On
his return he brought backcedartimber, for
which Lebanon was famous,to usein his
building projectsat Calah.

The last direction of the campaignsvasto
the Salongthe Haburand middle Euphrates
rivers. Theseareashad been carefully con
trolled by Assyriasince the time of Adad-
narari Il, but the preoccupationof Ashur-
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nasirpal Il with campaignsin other direc-
tions inspired some peopleson the Habur
and middle Euphratesto renounce vassal
ship.Theywereencouragedo dothis by Bit-
Adini to the W and Babyloniato the S. There
were three separatea empts to throw 0"

Assyrian control, and in each case Ashur-
nasirpalrespondedwith lightning speedAs
soonasword reachedhim of the rebellions,
he reversedthe march of his troopsand fell

upon the rebels unexpectedly.The guilty
cities were plundered and burnt to the
ground,and their leaderswerehorribly muti-
lated before being murdered. The result of
these atrocitieswas that Ashurnasirpalhad
no further trouble along the Habur and
middle Euphratedor therestof hisreign.

There were major innovationsin adminis
trative mal ers during this reign. In this
period we bnd the brstsignsof aprovincial
administration. Ashurnasirpal Il developed
the idea of garrisonsand supply depotsin
far-3ung regions to the point that these
becamereal administrativecenterswith gow
ernors.Moreover,it is clearfrom his inscrip-
tions that he expectedtribute to be con
tributed regularly and voluntarily. Theseare
basicitems in a properly organizedprovin-
cialadministration.

One of the most signibcantachievements
of Ashurnasirpalwasthe constructionof a
new major Assyriancity, Calah.Until Ashur-
nasirpal chose Calah as his capital, it had
only beena small village.At this modestsite
he erected enormousfortibpcations,a huge
palace,and numeroustemples,the chief of
which together with its ziggurat was dedt
cated to the god Ninurta. This enormous
taskwascarried out by the largenumbersof
captivepeoplesforcedto cometo Assyriafor
the purpose.At the completion of the erec
tion of this magnibcentcity, Ashurnasirpal
stageda banquetto which thousandsof dig-
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nitaries, both native and foreign, were
invited. This wasa P! ing tribute and conclu
sion to the reign of one of the mightiest

Assyriankings.
b. Shalmaneser Il (858824 B.c).
Shalmaneser Il campaigned and con

structedasvigorouslyand extensivelyashis
father, Ashurnasirpal, and thereby added
much territory and glory to Assyria. The
mostimportant areasin which he expanded
were to the N and W, where his most
formidable foeswere, respectively the king-
domof Urartu andthe Damascusgoalition.
Let us dealwith the W campaignsand the
Damascus coalition Prst. The resistance
Assyria encountered centered around two
coalitions,one in the N which included Car-
chemishand onein the S with its headquar
ters at DamascusShalmanesetll had con
siderablesuccessn suppressinghe N coalr
tion and establisheda number of administra
tive centersin the region.But the S coalition
was another story. This ODamascusgoalr
tionO included troops from a variety of
nations, including Israel under its king
Ahab. The major confrontationbetweenthe
Assyriansand the Damascuscoalition took
placeat the bal le of Qargaron the Orontes
in 853s..c. Unfortunately, the only detailed
accountwe haveofthebal leis Assyrianand
accordingto this Shalmanesewon the day.
This may havebeentrue; howeverthe Dam-
ascuscoalition wasby no meansdestroyedat
Qargar. It continued to resist Assyrian
advancesn subsequentyears.The Assyrians
continued to pound away at theseS states
along the Mediterranean and eventuallythe
Damascuscoalition disintegrated and the
Assyrianslaid siegeto the city of Damascus
itself. Shalmanesemas unable,as he tacitly
admi ed, to take Damascus,but he pro-
ceededfarther S and erecteda steleon Mt.
Carmel to mark the S extent of his expedt
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tion. He received tribute from Tyre and
Sidonandfrom Jehutheking of Israel.

Turning to the N and the kingdom of
Urartu, Shalmaneser again campaigned
much throughout his reign. The kingdom of
Urartu wasyoungand vigorous,and its terri-
tory spreadlike an umbrellaoverAssyrials
borders from Lake Urmia in the E to the
sourceof the Euphratesin the W. By far the
most important and impressive campaign
againstUrartu wasthat of 8568.c, in which
the Assyrianarmy sweptright acrosdJrartu
from W to E. In the processthe Urartian
army was defeated,and numerous major
citieswerecapturedand destroyedUrartian
encroachmentupon Assyrianfrontiers was
thereby checkedand a good deal of wealth
and supplies, particularly horses,waswon.
In comparisonto the W and N campaigns,
ShalmaneserQtsvo campaignsinto Babylo
nia were relatively minor and were in
responseto an appealfor help by the legiti-
mateking of Babyloniaagainsthis rebellious
brother.

The constructionactivitiesof Shalmaneser
were much more diversiped than his
fatherOsyhich had been concernedalmost
exclusivelywith Calah.At Calah,Shalmane
ser completed,renovated,or expandedsev
eral buildings begun by his father. Most
importantly he erected Fort Shalmaneser,
the most extensive military emplacement
everexcavatedn W Asia,on the outskirtsof
Calah. At Asshur he restored the fortipca
tions and someof the temples.He alsodid
somework at Nineveh.

Toward the end of his life Shalmanesefet
his control over the stateloosen.In particu-
lar, he entrusted the leadershipof military
campaigns to one of his chief o" cers,
DayyanAshur, who was the tartan (Peld
marshal)of the Assyrianarmy. The king no
doubt did this becausene wasold and per-
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hapsevenill, but the result wasthat a rebel
lion broke out when the monarchOsontrol
had relaxed;also,he had sonswho wereanx-
iousto takeoverthe stateDetailsof therebel
lion are unknown, but out of the chaos
emergedShamshiAdad V, one of his sons,
as king. There is no information about the
fate of Shalmanesetll; he may havedied a
natural death,or he may have been assassi
nated.

11. Assyria and Urartu (823®458.c).
For almosta century a er the death of Shat
maneserlll in 824B.c, Assyrianhistory was
dominated by the aggressivaactionsof the
kingdom of Urartu, and for a time Urartu
replaced Assyriaas the dominant power in
the area. While Assyria was preoccupied
with defendingitself againstUrartu, peoples
on its other frontiers, in particular the Baby
lonians, took advantageof AssyriaOsveak
ened position. Similarly, the Arameansand
other peoplesin the W renouncedAssyrian
vassalshipand either declared themselves
independentor allied themselvedo Urartu.
This period marks the low point in the his-
tory of the Neo-AssyrianEmpire.

a. ShamshiAdad V (823B11 B.c).
ShamshiAdad V, although the sonand suc
cessorof Shalmanesetll, wasno match for
his father. He gained the throne through
mysteriouscircumstancesesulting from the
long rebellion at the end of the reign of
Shalmaneseitll, and instability and conf3ict
continuedto becharacteristic®f hisreign.

First and foremost,ShamshiAdad had to
concernhimself with the N frontier whereit
appearsUrartu had encroachedupon Assyr
ian holdings and was seriouslythreatening
to invade Assyria itself. ShamshiAdad
boastedthat he made three campaignsin
this region. Despitehis claim that thesecam:
paigns covered vast territories, the lack of
precise details strongly suggestthat these
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wereli" le morethan quick raidsintendedto
intimidate Urartian aggressionand at the
sametime to capturehorsesto build up the
strength of the badly weakenedAssyrian
army. Oncethe internal troubles of Assyria
had beensé'led and the N frontier reason
ably secured,the Assyrian king launched
four campaigns into Babylonia. Unfortu-
nately, we have only Assyrian sourcesfor
theseeventsand they inevitably speakof the
campaignsas major AssyriansuccessedVe
are told that ShamshiAdad gained control
of all of Babylonia,that he imposedtribute
upon the Babylonians,and that he forced
upon them an agreementon the boundary
betweenthe two states.

Giventhetroubled natureof the timesiit is
not surprising that ShamshiAdad had very
li"le opportunity for building activity. He
began the construction of a palaceat Nin-
eveh,which his son completed,and at the
city of Asshur he did somerepairsto the
templeof Asshur.It ispossiblethat hebuilt a
palace at Calah, but this is uncertain.
ShamshiAdad was buried at Asshur, and
his inscribed sarcophagusvasrecoveredby
modernexcavators.

b. Adad-narari Il (810883B.c). The
empire which Adad-narari inherited from
his father, ShamshiAdad, was clearly in
decline,and his entire reign wasdevotedto
futile a'empts to restore the fortunes of
Assyria.A fascinatingaspectof Adad-narari
IOsreign is that his mother, Semiramis,
becamea legendarybgure,and tales about
her have been preservedin later writings
among the ArameansGreeksand Persians.
Clearly sheexercisedconsiderablanf3uence
during her sonOsareer at leastat the begin-
ning, and this unusualfact of awomanplay-
iIng a major role in Assyrian a#airs of state
caughttheimaginationof poetsandwriters.

Since ShamshiAdad V had neglectedthe
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W frontier, it is not surprisingthat the prst
part of the reign of his son wasconcerned
with military campaignsin that direction.
Some sstateswhich had rebelled were once
againbrought under Assyrianauthority,but
the most signibcant achievementwas the
siege and capture of Damascus. Adad-
narariOgecord of this event includes the
statement that among the various cities
which now paid tribute to Assyria was
SamariaunderKing Joash.

Adad-narari continued ShamshiAdadOs
policy of campaigninginto Babylonia.The
primary aim of these campaignsseemsto
havebeenthe subjectionof the Chaldeansa
group of West SemiticBpeakingpeoplesset
tled in S Babylonia At the sametime, Adad-
narari reassertedAssyrian authority over
Babylonia,and he brought back captivesto
perform forcedlabor and imposedtaxesand
a boundary agreementupon the Babylont
ans.

The successesf the campaignsof Adad-
narari lll were superbcialand when we look
belowthe surfacewe seeseriousweaknesses.
It is known from variousstelesdiscoveredn
scd ered parts of Syria that a number of
powerful individuals who paid lip serviceto
the Assyrianking actually controlled exten
sive territories as virtually independent
rulers. Adad-narari not only allowed this to
occur but actually also encouragedit by
grantingland and privilegesto thesemen.

Despitethe weaknesf the times,Adad-
narari was able to carry out a number of
building projects at Calah, Fort Shalmane
ser,and Nineveh.Culturally, the mostsignip
cant feature of the reign wasthe increasing
inBuenceof Babylonianreligion on Assyria.
The most important part of this phe
nomenon was the prominencegiven to the
Babylonian god Nabu in Assyria during
AdadnararilllOseign.
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c. The Interval (782845 B.c). This
period, which | havecalled the Olnterval,@@
the lowestpoint in the power of Assyriadur-
ing the time of the Neo-Assyrian Empire.
Theoretically, there were three Assyrian
kings during this time who had control, but
practically the Assyrian empire was now
totally fragmentedinto a numberof virtually
independentstatesruled by former Assyrian
governors. It is during this time that the
kingdom of Urartu roseto its greatespower,
and despite the a empts of the Assyrian
kings as well asthe independentgovernors
to defend Assyrianterritory, Urartu gradu
ally expanded.At the end of the Interval,
Urartu had completecontrol of all of the ter-
ritory N of the Assyrianheartlandstretching
from the Iranian plateauin the E to N Syria
and the Mediterraneanin the W. Assyriawas
on the vergeof extinction when Tiglath-pile-
serlll cameto thethrone.

12. The Late Assyrian Empire (7441612
B.C). The Late AssyrianEmpireis frequently
calledthe SargonidAge,becauseall but the
prst two kings, Tiglath-pileser Ill and Shat
maneserV, were descendantof Sargonll.
This ageis the greatestand P nall3oweringof
Assyrianimperial powerin the ANE.

a. Tiglath-pileser Il (744827 B.C).
Tiglath-pileser Il was probably a usurper
but a man of exceptionalability, since he
quickly regainedall the territory that Assyria
had lost in the Interval. As we sawin the pre-
ceding section,Assyriawas on the vergeof
losingits very independenceo the kingdom
of Urartu when Tiglath-pileser lll cameto
the throne.But this king wasablenot only to
drive Urartu out of territories previously
claimedby Assyriabut alsoto invadeUrartu
itself. SinceUrartu had previouslyexpanded
into Syriain the W, Tiglath-pileserlll in par-
ticular led a number of campaignsin that
region against such statesas Arpad. His
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defeat of these states,many of which had
been allied againsthim, brought voluntary
submission and tribute from the more S
cities of Damascus,Hamath, Byblos, Tyre,
and Samaria. Al er Tiglath-pileser had
invaded Urartu and defeatedits army, he
was eventually able to concentrate more
exclusively on the Mediterraneanstates.In
734 Tiglath-pileser led his army through
Syriaand Phoeniciato S Palestinewherehe
captured GazaHe createdan Assyriantrad-
ing centerthere and made Gazaa vassalof
Assyria.This trading centerwasto facilitate
economiccommunicationsbetweenAssyria
and Egypt. In the following years,various
statesin Syriaand Palestineebelledagainst
Assyria,but they paid the penalty by being
savagelya' ackedby the Assyrianarmy and
incorporated as vassalstatesinto the Assyr
ian empire. This wasthe fate of Damascus
andlsrael.SeealsoTIGLATH-PILESER

The other major military concern of
Tiglath-pileser was Babylonia.By this time
relationsbetweenBabyloniaand Assyriahad
becomevery complicated.In contrastto the
a'itude of earlier Assyriankings of the 8th
century B.c, Tiglath-pileserOpolicy toward
Babyloniainitially had beento allow it to
remain independent so long as it was
friendly toward Assyria.To fulbll thisaimhe
led a campaignearly in his reign into Baby
lonia to securethe position of the Babylo
nian king, Nabu-nasir,with whom he seems
to havehad a treaty. The Assyrianghen le!
Babyloniain peaceuntil there was a rebet
lion againstthe sonand successoof Nabu-
nasir. The rebellion wasled by a Chaldean
called Mukin-zer, and the suppressionof
this rebellion causedTiglath-pileser consid
erable time and energy.Once he had sup-
pressedthe rebellion, Tiglath-pileser,angry
about the time he had wastedon this prob-
lem, ascendedthe Babylonian throne him-
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self. Thus we havefor the prsttime in Neo-
Assyrian history a unibed state of Assyria
and Babyloniaunder one king. Not all resk
dents of Babylonia were happy with this
arrangementhowever,and one dissident,a
Chaldean called MERODACH-BALADAN,
resisted Assyrian control during this and
subsequenteigns.

Under Tiglath-pileser,a major reorganiza
tion and improvementof the army and the
provincial administration was undertaken.
Another featureof his reign wasthe massive
deportationof peoplesfrom rebelliousareas,
a policy which would be pursuedregularly
in subsequentimes.Very few building pro-
jectswere undertakenby this king, and that
IS not surprising giventhe time and energy
he devoted to military and administrative
measures.The main monument which he
le! wasanewpalaceat Calah.

b. ShalmaneserV (7268228.c) and
Sargon Il (721¥05 B.c). The reign of
SHALMANESER V was very short and
would hardly merit any mention exceptfor
the fact that it wasalmostcertainly this king
who conqueredSamariaModern historians
havedebatedfor yearswhetherShalmaneser
V or Sargonll actuallyachievedthis, but the
evidenceis strongly in favor of Shalmaneser
V. The exactdatesof the siegewhich lasted
for two to threeyearsaccordingto the Bible,
is uncertain,but the fall itself probably took
placein 7228.c.Al er the captureof Samaria,
its inhabitants were transportedto Assyria,
and this operationtook placemainly during
the subsequenteign of Sargonll. Shalmane
serOeign wasbroughtto anendby arevolu-
tion in which he waskilled and aman called
Sargonseizedhethroneby force.

This man, who became Sargon Il, was
probably not in the direct line of succession;
in other words,he wasausurper.Bethat asit
may, he was a worthy successoof Tiglath-
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pileser Il and emulated that sovereignby
intensive campaigningduring which he not
only regainedterritory lost during the reign
of ShalmaneserV but also added new
regionsto the empire. Sargon has actually
le! usan accountof the eventswhich led to
his accessiorto the throne. The document,
called the Asshur Charter, claimsthat Shat
maneserV wrongfully imposed corvZeon
the city of Asshur,with the resultthatthe cit-
izensof Asshurrebelledagainsthim and put
Sargonon the throne in his place.Sargon
rewarded Asshur by eliminating the wrong-
ful impositionsand grantingthe citizensspe
cial privileges.The rebelson the other hand
were punished, and 6,300 of them were
deportedto livein Hamathin Syria.
AssyriaOdnternal di* culties during this
time gaveher vassalstatesin the W an excel
lent opportunity to rebel. Among the rebel

stateswere DamascusArpad, and Samaria.

As soonas Sargonhad stabilizedhis control
in Syria,he led anexpeditionto the W where
he met the combinedrebel forcesat Qarqgar
in 7208.c. Assyrialferceswon avictory and
then marched S to reconquer Gaza and
defeat an Egyptian army on the border of
Egypt.Sargonnow carried out massivepuni-
tive operations,which included the deporta
tion of large numbersof peopleto Assyria.
He alsoestablishedan Assyriangarrisonon
the Egyptianfrontier. Philistia, in particular,
received the a#ention of the Assyrian
monarch,who, a er a few years,wasableto
subdue completely the various Philistine
cities,including Ashdod.Within the W terri-
tory claimed by Sargon was the island of
Cyprus,anewadditionto Assyrianinf3uence.
To the NW, SargonOsampaignswere con-
cernedwith two major enemiesthe Mushku
or Phrygianded by Mita (the Midas of classi
cal authors)and the Urartians under Rusal
and later Argisti Il. The war betweenSargon
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and Mita resulted in someslight territorial

gain for Assyria,but the major achievement
was eventual peaceon this frontier. The

Assyriano$ensiveagainstUrartu took place
not only onthe NW frontier but alsoontheN

and NE frontiers. Frequently other peoples,
including the Manneans and the Medes,
allied themselves with Urartu against
Assyria. To further complicate maters
another people,the Cimmerians,were now

well establishedin the areaand actively hos
tile to both the Assyriansand the Urartians.
As aresultof SargonQsimerouscampaigns,
Urartian power gradually declined and

Assyriagainedtheupperhand.

On the Babylonianfrontier the most sert
ous problem which Sargonhad to dealwith
was Merodachbaladan, a Chaldean.Mero-
dachbaladanseizedthe Babylonianthrone
during the confusionsurroundingthe acces
sion of Sargonll in Assyriaand remained
there for the Prst twelve yearsof SargonOs
rule in Assyria(721¥10s.c). Eventually Sar
gonwasableto dislodgeMerodachbaladan
in 710and the Chaldeanf3edto hidein Elam.
Sargon now entered Babylon in triumph
andwascrownedking of Babylonia.

Sargonll was one of thosefew Assyrian
kings who built an entirely new capital. In
this casethe new city was Dur-Sharrukin,
OForSargon,qust afew kilometersN of Nin-
eveh. The central building of the new
metropoliswasthe palace put therewasalso
a magnibpcenttemple and ziggurat,and the
entire complex was surroundedby an enor-
mous wall. A beautiful park and numerous
temples were also part of the city. People
were transported from all regionsto popu-
latethe newcity.

c. Sennacherib(7048818.c). With the
reign of SENNACHERIBthe sonand succes
sor of Sargonll, the apogeeof the Neo-Assyr
ian Empire was readied.Jerusalemthe capk
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tal of the kingdom of JudahunderHezekiah,
becamethe focal point of SennacheribGmol-
icy toward the W, for not only did Jerusalem
refusesubmissionto the Assyriandut it also
allied itself with the Egyptiansand Ethiopi-
ans against Sennacherib.There is consider
able controversy among modern scholars
about the details of the military activitiesof
Sennacheribin Palestine.The central ques
tion is whether there was more than one
campaignagainstthis region, and the bibli-
cal narrativesare di! cult to reconcilewith
what Sennacheribsaysin his royal inscrip-
tions. Despite this controversy,some facts
areclear.First,an Assyrianarmy defeatedan
allied EgyptoEthiopian army at a place
called Eltekeh in Palestine;this army had
come to the aid of Hezekiah.Sennacherib
then laid siegeto JerusalemThe city wasnot
taken by force; instead,Hezekiahpresented
Sennacherib with rich tribute. However,
other citiesin Judahwere not sofortunate.
Many of them were captured,looted, and
destroyed chief amongthesebeing Lachish.
An Ethiopian army movedinto Palestineto
deal with the Assyrian threat. The two
armied\ the Ethiopian and the
AssyriarN camped opposite one another,
and during the night beforethe ba' le wasto
take place, a mysterious event occurred.
Accordingto the Bible,the angelof the Lord
descendedupon the Assyrian camp and
slaughtered all of the troops (2 Kgs
18:130:3p Varying versionsof this strange
tale arefound in JosephugAnt 10.1.4&)and
Herodotus (2.141)and probably the truth
will never be known. The fact is, however,
that the Assyrian army on this occasion
withdrewin confusionanddisgrace.
Turning to Babylonia,we are confronted
with one of the most intriguing and enig-
matic phenomenain SennacheribOign.
Babylonian resistanceto Assyria centered
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around the bgure of the Chaldean Mero-
dachbaladan,and when he died the resis
tancewascontinued by his son.Babylonian
opposition to Assyrianrule found support
among the Elamites,who provided troops.
Merodachbaladan was very ambitious and
wily in his endeavorsto keep Babylonia
independent of Assyria. He gained allies
throughout the Assyrianempire,theseallies
including Hezekiahof Judah(2 Kgs20:12£9).
Sennacherib eventually drove Merodach-
baladanout of Babylonand chasedhim into
the S marshes,where Merodachbaladan
found refugeby crossingoverto the Elamite
shore.Sennacherilthen turned hisa' ention
to Babylon.A#er bPercebghtingBabylonwas
capturedby the Assyriansand Sennacherib,
accordingto his royal inscriptions, u" erly
destroyedthe city, killing or driving out all of
its inhabitants.This act,which took placein
689 B.Cc, marks the lowest point in Babylo
nian history for centuries.

A number of architectural and cultural
projects are to be dated to this reign. Sen
nacheribchoseNinevehashis capitaland set
about a major urban renewalof this ancient
city. He constructed a totally new palace
complex, completewith park and artiPcial
irrigation. He cut a swathright through the
centerof the city asa processionaivay lead-
ing from the bridge acrossthe Tigris to his
palace,and he erected enormous fortibca
tions with gatesand towersaround the con-
siderablylargercity. His building projectsat
the city of Asshurwerepart of hisa' emptto
reform Assyrianreligion, the chief purpose
being the subordination of the Babylonian
god Marduk to the Assyrian god Asshur.
This included the erection outside the city
walls of a temple of the New Year (Akitu)
which was decorated with images and
inscriptions depicting the myth of Asshur
(not Marduk) conguering the dragon Tia-
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mat. Other evidenceof the al empt to down-
grade MardukOgosition is provided by a
fragmentarytext which seemso describea
trial in which Marduk is judged to be infe-
rior to Asshur.

The reign of Sennacheribended in vio-
lence.Thereis much mysteryand confusion
about the actual events,but from native
sourcesas well asfrom the Bible it is clear
that Sennacheribvasassassinatetly oneor
more of his own sons.Out of the confusion
arose Esarhaddon,a younger son of Sen
nacherib to becomeking.

d. Esarhaddon (680869 B.c).
ESARHADDONasonof Sennacheribis by
far the most unusualof all Assyriankingsin
that he was clearly more interestedin cul-
tural, and in particular religious, ma ers
than in military achievementsDespitethis
predilection,however it wasduring hisshort
reign that Assyria brst conquered Egypt.
The view that Esarhaddonwas less inter-
estedin military than in cultural ma ersis
borne out by all of the wri! en documents
which havecomedown to usN royal inscrip-
tions, le! ers,and oraclerequestsTheseora
clerequestsvereafortunatediscoveryThey
are recordsof inquiries by the king to the
gods of divination, Shamash and Adad,
through the diviners for guidanceon state
decisions.

By far the mostimportant military aim of
Esarhaddonwas the conquestof Egypt, a
goalwhich no doubt his father Sennacherib
had fostered.This endeavored the Assyrian
armies down into Palestineand Phoenicia.
While Egyptwaspenetratedmorethan once,
the only really successfuinvasiontook place
in 6718.c, when the Assyrianand Egyptian
armiesfought three separatepitched bal les.
The Assyrians were victorious and con-
guered the capital, Memphis. Governors
were appointed and tribute collected for
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Assyria. But control over Egypt was very
superbcialand on a subsequentcampaign,
aimed at trying to subduethe Egyptians
more €" ectively, Esarhaddondied en route
to Egypt.With the exceptionof two Phoent
cian states,Sidon and Tyre, the lands of
Palestine and Phoenicia remained reason
ably submissiveto Assyriaduring the reign
of Esarhaddon.Sidon was €" ectively sub-
dued, but despitea lengthy siegeTyre was
never taken; that achievementremainedfor
Alexanderthe Greatmanycenturiedater.

In contrastto SennacheribQmlicy toward
Babylonia, EsarhaddonOsolicy was to
appeasehe Babyloniansthrough a rebuild-
ing programand goodgovernmentThe cen
tral portion of EsarhaddonOuilding pro-
gramin Babyloniawasthe reconstructionof
Babylonand in particular the rebuilding of
thetempleof Marduk.

All of EsarhaddonObuilding endeavors
were quite diverse.At Nineveh he extended
the large barracks originally built by his
father, Sennacheriband built or restoreda
park and severaltemples.At Asshurhe did
considerablework on the temple of Asshur.
Curiously, there are royal inscriptions in
which the reconstructionof the Asshurtem-
ple at Asshurand of the Marduk temple at
Babylon are described side by side. Calah
and Arbela alsowereincluded in the major
reconstructionprogramsof Esarhaddon.

Another interesting phenomenonwasthe
role of EsarhaddonOsnother, Nagia (an
Aramaic name; her Assyrian name was
OZakutuO)During the reign of her son,
Nagila exercised unprecedented authority
and behavedlike a sovereignin many ways,
building a palaceat Nineveh and evenwrit-
ing royal inscriptions.Reportson cultic and
military mal erswereaddressedo her,anda
sculptorwascommissionedo createastatue
of her. At thedeathof her son,shecontinued
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to exerciseauthority during the early reign
of her grandson,Ashurbanipal, before her
owndeath.

Esarhaddonwas very concernedover the
successionand he laid carefulplans.ln 672
B.C, the king assembledepresentative$rom
all partsof the empireand madethem swear
by the godsto respecthiswisheswith regard
to the successionThe nature of the succes
sion was totally new: Ashurbanipal was
appointed heir to the throne in Assyria,
while Shamashshumaukin, his brother,
was appointed heir to the throne in Babylo
nia. This wasthe prsttime the two stateshad
been split betweentwo Assyrianmonarchs,
and whatevergoodreasonssarhaddorhad
for this decisionjnevitablyit led to civil war.

e. Ashurbanipal and the Fall of
Assyria (668B128.c). Superbcially Assyria
seemedto be at the heightof its powerwith
the accessiorof Ashurbanipal,but in actuat
ity decline had already setin. The pbrstreal
military concernof AshurbanipalwasEgypt.
Esarhaddonhad begun the penetration of
Egypt,but Ashurbanipalhad to lead further
campaignsthere in an a empt to subdue
that nation. In 6678.c. he recapturedMem-
phis,which had thrown out the Assyriangar-
rison. The guilty Egyptianswere punished
and new governorsappointed.A few years
later, Memphis onceagainrebelled with the
support of the Ethiopians. Ashurbanipal
sentasecondexpeditionto Egypt,which not
only recaptured Memphis but gained the
city of Thebes(ca.663s.c) aswell. This was
the height of AssyriaQsenetrationof Egypt.
A" er this time, asAssyria0a ention wasdis-
tracted elsewhere, Egypt fell away from
Assyrian control and eventually became
independent.

The most seriousmilitary problem which
Ashurbanipalhad to facewasBabyloniaand
its ally Elam.The unusualdivision of the suc

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New

York: Doubleday.

cessionbetweenAssyriaand Babyloniawith
Shamashshumaukin, the brother of
Ashurbanipal,being appointedking of Baby
lonia inevitably led to civil war. This broke
outin 6528.c.and cameto an end four years
later in 648.The strugglebetweenthe two
brothers was bi! er, and the su#ererswere
the Babyloniansthemselvesfor most of the
conf3ict took placeon Babylonianterritory.
Despitethe help of alliessuchasthe Elamites
and Arabs, Shamashshumaukin Pnally
lost. The ultimate disasterwas a two-year
siegeof the city of Babylonduring which the
citizens suttered terrible hardship and
famine.

The fall of Babylonmeantthat Ashurbant
pal could concentrate on BabylonOsally,
Elam.He led a seriesof successfudnd devas
tating raids into Elam, looting the coun
trysideand sackinganddestroyingthe cities.
Finally, the capital of Elam, Susa,was cap-
tured and destroyed Elam wasby this deed
ettectively annihilated as a nation, but ironi-
cally for Assyria and Babyloniathis made
room for the inBux of the Persians,who
would eventuallyconquerMesopotamia.

The building projects of Ashurbanipal
were quite extensiveThe untimely death of
Esarhaddonhad le" a number of building
enterprisesunbnished and theseAshurban
ipal undertook to complete.Nineveh contin-
ued to be the place of the chief royal resk
dence,and amongthe variousworks Ashur-
banipal constructedthere was the spectacu
lar N palace, on the mound now called
Kuyunjik. This, the last great Assyrian
palace, was magnibcentand included an
extensiveterrace, a large park with exotic
trees, plants, and animals, and numerous
rooms lined with enormous stone reliefs
depicting the victories of Ashurbanipal.
Many of thesereliefs can be seentoday in
the British Museumin London. Ashurbant
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pal alsocarried out work on the barracksat
Nineveh, as well as other palacesand tem-
ples. In addition, he did some work at
Asshur, Arbela, and Calah and took upon
himself the responsibility of Pnishing
EsarhaddonOmestoration program at Baby
lon.

The favoriterecreationof an Assyrianking
was hunting, and much information is avait
able about the hunting activitiesof Ashurba
nipal, both in wri! en sourcesand in stone
reliefs.In thesewe Pndthat the lion wasthe
favorite prey of the king. The Assyrian
hunted lions both in their habitatsalongthe
Balih river in Syriaand in the marshegothe
S of Babylonia.In addition, he had lions cap-
tured alive and brought to a large park in
Assyria, where he could hunt them at his
leisure.Sucha hunt had areligiousconnota
tion and at the end of the chasearitual was
performed,which endedwith the king pour-
ing a libation over the lionsOcorpses,as
depictedin stonereliefs.

Ashurbanipal, unlike many of his prede
cessorswas intensely interestedin cultural
pursuits. This interestwent backto his early
education, for he boastedthat he was not
only taught how to ride horses,drive chark
ots, throw the spear,and shoot the arrow,
but also how to read and write. No other
Assyrianking hasmadethis la! er boast,and
it is generally assumedthat most Assyrian
kings were illiterate. AshurbanipalOability
in le! ersled him to be involved actively in
the acquisition of large numbers of
cuneiformtabletsfor hislibrariesat Nineveh.
Much of this library has beenrecoveredin
modern times and is our major sourcefor
both Assyrian and Babylonianculture. For
this,weoweAshurbanipalagreatdebt.

The lal er part of the reign of Ashurbant
pal is shroudedin darknessand he wassuc
ceeded by a series of insignibcantkings.
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Assyriawas already in decline by this time.
The Babylonians, allied with the Medes,
marchedinto Assyrianterritory and eventu
ally penetratedthe Assyrianheartlanditself.
The city of Asshurfell in 6148.c. Then, the
Babyloniansand Medesconcentratedon the
capital, Nineveh, which fell a'er a three-
month siegein 6128.c. Although aremnant
of the Assyrian dynasty continued to
al empt to rule from Harran for a few years
a' er this disaster,the Assyrianempire had
cometoanend.

The reasondor the fall of Assyriaare mul-
tiple and intertwined. One must date the
beginningof the fall to the civil war between
Assyriaand Babylonia,which broke out in
652 B.Cc. Assyrianever recoveredfrom that
conf3ict, although to all appearancest was
the victor. Militarily, it wasle" weakand a
prime target for major enemieson its hori-
zons such as the Cimmerians,Medes,Man-
neans,and Babylonians.While these exter
nal factors were important reasonsfor the
fall of Assyria, there were internal weak
nesses as well. The Assyrian provincial
administrative systemwas still a very primi-
tive one.If chancehad allowedthe Assyrians
more time, perhapsthey would have devet
oped a more eHective system; the
AchaemenidPersiansdid, and their provin-
cial administrative systemwas basedupon
that of the AssyriansAnotherinternal factor
wasthat Assyriahad an absolutemonarch.
There are advantagesand disadvantageso
suchapolitical systemAslong asthecharac
ter and personality of the absolutemonarch
wasstrong,the statewasstrong,but assoon
as a weak man cameto the throne disaster
ensued. Ashurbanipal was clearly a very
strong character but he wassucceededy a
seriesof weak individuals who lost control
overthe state.

In conclusion,one must observethat the
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Ofalbf AssyriaQvasreally atransferof power
to the Babylonianswho underNabopolassar
and later Nebuchadnezzarll simply took
over the Assyrianempire and continuedto
run it in the Assyrianmanner.The Assyrians
as a peoplecontinued to live in the region
but had becomesubjectsof the Babylonian
monarchsSeethefollowing article.

E. The Army

Assyria was a militaristic state, and the
entire organization of the nation was cen
tered around the army and warfare.It was
this specialized concentration which over
the centuries made Assyria the supreme
political power in the ANE. Most of what we
know of the Assyrianarmy comesfrom the
Sargonidperiod; that is, the time of the Late
Neo-Assyrian empire. Given the nature of
our sourcesthere are no precisepgureson
the sizeof the Assyrianarmy, although by
the Sargonidperiod it musthavenumbered
several hundreds of thousandsof troops.
This vastresourceof manpowerwould, how-
ever,be calledup only for amajorcampaign.
There wasa very strict hierarchyin the orga
nization of the army,and this hierarchyvery
closely paralleled the civil administration.
The king was the supremecommander of
the army, and immediately under him was
the Obeld marshallOAkk tartar). See
TARTAN. The army wasdivided into units
of varioussizesand types,but the basicdivi-
sion was the Ocompany®i!fu), which corn
sisted of 50 men under a Ocaptain@ap kilri
or rab"an®). The company n turn, wasbro-
ken down into Plesof 10men.An o! cercar-
ried amaceasthe symbolof hisauthority.

The Assyrian army consisted mainly of
infantrymen, but there were also smaller,
more specializedunits of chariotry, cavalry,
and engineers. The infantrymen were
equippedwith spearspows,slings,daggers,
swords, maces,and bd'le-axes, and they
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defendedthemselveswith various types of
shields.The archerswereaspecializedyroup
within the infantry. Each archer was
equippedwith his own quiver of arrowsand
a bow which was astall ashimself. Archers
worked in groupsof three, consistingof the
archer himself, a spearmanto protect him,
and another man bearing an enormous
shieldto protectall three.

The light horsedrawn chariot was prst
introduced to the Fertile Crescentin the
middle of the 2d millennium by the Indo-
Europeans.It quickly becamean integral
part of the Assyrianarmy. Over the subse
guent centuries,its form and e ciencywas
gradually improved,althoughthe basictype
of chariot remainedthe same,being a two-
wheeled,openbackedvehicledrawn by one
or more horses.n the 9th centuryB.c, each
vehiclehad adriver and anarcher.Later,one
or two shield bearerswere added for the
defenseof the driver and archer. The bow
used by the chariotOsarcher was much
smallerthanthat usedby theinfantry archer.

Cavalrieswere not introduced in the Near
Eastuntil the 1stmillennium, but their intro-
duction added considerablemobility to the
Assyrianarmy.The cavalrymanandthe char-
ioteer were the elite of the Assyrianarmy.
Eachcavalrymanwasequippedwith asmall
bow and a short sword. In the 9th century
B.C, he wasusuallyaccompaniedy asecond
mounted man with a shield,who protected
the archer and held his horseOseins when
he was shooting.A#er the 9th century,this
companiondisappeared.

Apart from the standingarmy, which had
beenestablishedby Tiglath-pileserlil in the
late 8th century B.c, all troops were raised
under a special institution called the ilku,
through which they were required to per-
form military serviceeachyearfor alimited
period of time. But astime went on, the ilku
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provedinadequateto providethe number of
troops required, and toward the lal er days
of the Assyrian empire foreign troops and
mercenarieswere included in the ranks of
the Assyrian army. Assyriansproper were
spreadaround the empire asmuch asposst
ble, sincethey werethe mostloyal,and they
constituted the chariotry and cavalry divi-
sions. The infantry consistedlargely of for-
eigners and mercenaries, the foreigners
being Arameansand at least some of the
mercenariebeingGreeks.

By the Sargonid period there were three
basic kinds of soldiers:the permanentpro-
fessional,the man fulPlling his ilku obliga
tion, and the extraordinarysoldiercalledup
for a speciba@ampaign.The raising of Assyr
ian troops wasthe primary responsibility of
the captains,and eachcaptainhad acertain
number of villagesunder his control. The
captain, in turn, was responsibleto the
provincialgovernor.

As for military strategy,there is li! le evi
denceof any major coherentsystemnin the 2d
millennium B.c. But by the 9th century with
the reign of Ashurnasirpalll, the conductof
Assyrian warfare had become a relatively
well organizedma! er. By this time it is clear
that there wasa grand plan behind the orga
nization of the campaignsAshurnasirpalll,
Shalmaneserlll, and their successorgare
fully considered long+ange policy before
launching a seriesof campaignsAn AssyFr
ian campaignnormally startedin the spring,
assoonasthe winter rainshad stopped.The
core of the army gatheredat an appointed
starting point, which wasnot necessarilythe
capital. Here, the monarch inspected the
troops, and the priests and diviners per-
formed the necessaryeligiousrituals.Asthe
army marched 0" it was precededby the
standards,accompaniedby the priests,the
diviners, and the king with his personal
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bodyguard.A#er thesecame,in the follow-
ing order, the chariotry, the cavalry, the
infantry, and the impedimenta. Further
leviesof troopswould be pickedup atgather
ing points in the regions of the empire
through which the army marchedon its way
to the frontier. Thearmy carriedwith it some
food supplieswhen it startedits march,and
thesesupplies,mainly barley,wereissuedin
daily rations.Essentially however,the Assyr
ian army lived 0" the land through which it
marched At the successfutonclusionof the
campaign, the hostagesand booty were
paradedthrough the streetsof the Assyrian
capital. The king wasdriven in statein his
ceremonial chariot, with the conquered
princes and nobles plodding in chains
behind him.

Assyrianmilitary strategyinvolvedpitched
bal les,siegewarfare,and psychologicalwar-
fare.In pitched ba les,the bghtingwasusu
ally performedhand to hand by theinfantry
under cover of the archers,chariotry, and
cavalry. Special tactics used on occasion
were midnight a acks,damming rivers to
Roodthe enemycamp,and taking a position
to cut the enemy " from its water supply.
The main goalin all bal leswasthe capture
or death of the enemyleader,and the fulPll-
ment of this wasthe immediatesignalof vic-
tory.

The Assyrianswere particularly adept at
siege warfare, and they developed highly
specialized siege techniques. These tech
niques were adopted by later imperial
armies,including those of the Romans But
siege warfare was a prolonged and costly
businessand evenpitchedba lesconsumed
much time, manpower, and equipment.
Thus,the Assyrianso#entried psychological
warfare Prst, using various methodsto try
and persuadethe people of atargetareato
surrender without resistance.One such
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method was to surround a city and then
sendoneor more high-ranking Assyriano! -
cersto standnearthewallsand haranguethe
inhabitants. These o! cers,who spokethe
local language presentedargumentsto the
besiegedpeople about why they should dis-
obeytheir leadersand openthe gatespeace
fully to the Assyrians.They were promised
lenient treatment if they did so. A good
example of this tactic is recordedin 2 Kgs
18:168) where it is narrated that Sen
nacherib senthis RABSHAKEHLto the walls
of Jerusalemto persuadethe inhabitantsto
overthrow Hezekiah and surrender
Jerusalento the Assyrians.

If such psychologicaltacticsfailed, Assyr
iaOsnethods changeddramatically. One or
more groupsor citiesweresingledout for a
major onslaughtbeit pitched ba' le or siege,
and oncethey weredefeatedhe peoplewere
horribly mutilated and slaughtered while
their housesand towns were burnt to the
ground. Victims were selected,their skins
were Bayed,and the mutilated corpseswere
hung on stakessurrounding the city. News
of such horrible acts spread quickly
throughout the region, and commonly the
peoplesubmi’ ed to the Assyrianarmy with-
out further resistance. This Ocalculated
frightfulnessOor psychologicalwarfare of
the Assyrianarmy won it anotoriousreputa
tion in the Bibleand in subsequenhistories.
Whatever moral judgement one might pro-
nounce on such tactics, the practice was
extremelyettective;and onemustremember
that it was selective.Only strategictargets
were singled out for this treatment, and
therewasaspeciP@urposebehindit.

Another tactic which the Assyrians
employed,and which alsogavethem anoto-
rious reputation in ancient history, wasthe
deportationof people.Populationsof agiven
region were uprooted and moved to areas

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New

York: Doubleday.

completely foreign to them, where they
could no longer causetrouble. The reason
for the deportation wasto put down rebet
lious elementswithin the empire and at the
sametime to provide labor for major build-
ing projectsor to developuncultivated land
in order to supply food for the increasing
populationsof the Assyriancities.

The Assyrian army was the most success
ful army developedin the ancientworld in
pre-Persiantimes. One 3aw did developin
the Assyrian Pghting army, however, and
that wasthe increasinguseof foreigntroops.
But giventhe other major factorswhich led
to the fall of Assyria,asoutlined above this
Baw was probably a minor factorin the cok
lapseof the Assyrianempire.

F. Hunting

The favorite recreation of the Assyrian
monarch was hunting. This sport had the
advantageof keepinghim and his entourage
in top physical condition during the lull
betweencampaignsHunting asan Assyrian
sportis a' estedalreadyin the Middle Assyr
ian period. By the time of the Neo-Assyrian
Empire,it had developedinto anationalinsti-
tution similar in many respectgo theannual
campaignNotableexamplesof this werethe
lion hunts of Ashurbanipal,which evenhad
religious signiPcance.They were a'ended
by greatceremonyand watchedby the gen
eral populace.The gods Ninurta and Palil
werethe patrondeitiesof the hunt.

The favorite hunting groundsof the Assyr
ilan kings were the forestswhich once cow
ered Syria between the Habur and upper
Euphratesrivers. The larger the animal, the
more valuedit wasasa prey. The Assyrians
boastedmostaboutkilling or capturingsuch
enormous beastsas elephants,lions, wild
bulls, and panthers,which in antiquity were
abundantin Syria.Lions were alsofound in
the marshedn S Babyloniawheretheywere
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hunted by Ashurbanipal. Besideskilling

beasts,the Assyrians sometimescaptured
them alive and brought them backto popu-
late game parks in Assyrian capitals. They
hunted animalsin a variety of ways.Some
timesthey simply chasedhemwith chariots,
but at other timesthey stalkedthem on foot.
It wasa commontactic for the king and his
entourageto lie in ambushin hollowsin the
ground while the kingOmen stampededhe
animalstoward them by ba! ue. It is sadto
record that the uncontrolled slaughter of
animals in Syria, together with the uncon
trolled cu! ing of timber in the region,led to
the extinction of all large beastsand the
destructionof the forests.

G. Libraries

Despitethe factthat Assyriawasamilitaris-
tic state and that the favorite recreation of
Assyrianmonarchswas hunting, the Assyrt
anshad greatrespectfor culture, and Assyr
ian libraries were major institutions in antig-
uity. Theselibrarieswerefoundedin Middle
Assyrian times and contained largely Baby
lonian texts, for the Assyriansrecognized
that the Babylonianshad specialtalentin lit -
erature and learning. The Assyriansthem-
selveshad scribes,of course,who occasion
ally wrote literary works, but such works
were scarceand usually showedmuch Baby
lonian inBuence.The very idea of a library
wasin fact imported into Assyriafrom Baby
lonia. The assiduouscollection of Babylo
nian wri! en works probably beganwith the
sack of Babylon by Tukulti-Ninurta | (ca.
1243EP0B.C).

In subsequententurieswhen Assyriawas
powerful,the kings setthemselveshe taskof
continuing and expandingsuchlibraries. It
eventually becamea passion,and a good
example of this is the last great Assyrian
king, Ashurbanipal. This monarch sent out
agentsthroughout Babyloniato collect,ashe
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statesn ale! er:

OEevery last tablet in their establishments
and all the tablets which are in Ezida.
Gather togetherthe entirety of E (along
list of text types)and sendthem to me E If
you seeany tablet which | have not men
tioned and it is appropriatefor my palace
E sendit tome!O

By the Neo-Assyrianperiod, libraries existed
in all major Assyriancitiesand probably in

many of the minor cities aswell. Nabz was
the patron deity of the libraries,sincehewas
the god of the scribalcrd' . The libraries, at
least in the temples, therefore were called
Ezidasa'er the name of NabzOshrine at
Borsippa. The libraries consistedof collec
tions of literary and related works inscribed
in cuneiform on clay tablets. The tablets
were arranged in several rows on clay
shelves, as we know from a Babylonian
library recentlydiscoveredat Sippar.Tablets
containing cataloguesf the works storedin

the libraries were maintained,and some of

these have been preserved.The library col
lectionsconsistedof compositionsof various
types,including what we would call literary,
learned,and religious works. In form, these
library tablets are easily distinguishable
from everydaydocumentsby the extracare
with which the scribeswrote them and the
bel erquality of clayused.

As stated earlier, libraries existed in all
major Assyriancitiesaswell asin mostminor
cities.In practice,archaeologisthaveso far
recovered evidence of such libraries at
Asshur, Nineveh, Calah, and the provincial
city of Huzirina (= Sultantepe)on the Balih
river. By far the mostimportant and largest
library sofar recoveredis that of Ashurbant
pal at Nineveh.Becauseof the unscientibc
method by which thesetablets were recow
ered,it is impossibleto give an accurateestt
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mate of the number of works this library
once contained. It must have had at least
1,500tablets, but how much higher one
shouldpushthis Pgureisveryuncertain.

While one generally thinks of the Assyrt
ansascrude, military warriors,the Assyrian
libraries are an exampleof the greatcultural
interest of the Assyrianslt is thanksto the
Assyrianlibraries that somuch is known not
only of Assyrianculture but alsoof Babylc
nian and Sumeriancivilization.

H. The State

Politically, the Assyrianstatewas an abse
lute monarchy. The form of the Assyrian
stateand its kingship wasessentiallya native
developmentalthough therewassomein(3u-
encefrom Babylonia.By far the mostimpor-
tant part of the conceptof monarchy in
Assyriawas the link betweenthe Assyrian
king and the god Asshur.The Assyrianking
wasthe representativeof the god Asshuron
earth and actedunder his authority. In con
trast to periodsin Sumerianand Babylonian
history when the king wasregardedasagod,
the Assyrianking wasneverdeibed He was
alwaysregardedasa human being,albeitthe
supremehumanbeingon earth.

The Assyrian king had absolute control
overthe state but therewerethree checkgo
his absolutepower:religion, legalprecedent,
and the alitude of his nobility. The
monarch, as representative of the god
Asshur on earth, had to respectreligious
practice,and this involved regular participa
tion in religiousrituals. With regardto legal
precedentthe king had to respectthe tradi-
tional rights of individuals,suchasproperty
ownership, and of groups or institutions,
suchastax exemptionsgrantedto privileged
cities.As to the third checkto his authority,
the al itude of the nobility, the Assyrian
kingO®osition dependedvery much upon
the support of the upper classesOn the few

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New

York: Doubleday.

occasionsin Assyrian history when the
Assyrian king 0" ended the nobility, the
results were disastrousfor the king. Apart
from these three factors, the king had
supremepowerin Assyria.

The Assyrianking wasthe solelegislatorin
the state,and his OlawmakingQconsistedof
making royal decreesTherewasnot evenan
assemblyin which his decreeamight be dis-
cussedalthoughhe did seekadvicefrom his
chief o# cials and sanctionfrom the godsby
meansof omens.In the judicial spherethe
king wasthe supremejudgein the state,and
legaldisputeswhich could not be decidedat
alower leveleventuallycameto hisal ention.
The Assyrianking was the commanderin
chief of the army and frequently led the
army in personon campaignAs for religion,
asalready mentioned he wasthe representa
tive of the god Asshur on earth. This
involved his position as high priest of the
god Asshur and required his presencefre-
quently at major statereligious festivals.In
the economicsphere,in theory the Assyrian
monarch owned all of the land in Assyria,
and all commercialtransactionshoth domes
tic and foreign, were subjectto his control
andtaxation.

In practice,the Assyrianking wasisolated
in his palaceand harem from the Assyrian
populace. Our sources allow us only
glimpses of court life, but we can piece
togetherfrom theseafuller picture by anal
ogy with later oriental courts,in particular
the O! omancourt at Istanbul,which wasan
indirect successoiof the Assyriancourt. A
major institution in the Assyriancourt was
the harem, which consistedof a number of
wives, concubines, serving maids, and
eunuch guards.There was a strict order of
precedence within the harem, with the
gueenmother at the top. Immediatelyunder
her in authority was the chief wife of the
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reigning king, her statusbeing determined
by the fact that shewasthe Prstwife to give
the king a male offspring. Princesnormally
spenttheir early yearsin the harem.There
was much rivalry and jealousy within the
Assyrian harem, and since the heir to the
throne spent his early years there, harem
plots to overthrow the king were not
uncommon.

Male primogeniturewasthe rule of succes
sion in Assyria.As soonasthe eldestson of
the king had reachedacertainage helefi the
harem and was officially appointed crown
prince in a specialceremony At the end of
the ceremony he enteredthe OHousef Suc
cession® rediti). Here,he wassurrounded
by a court similar to his fatherOsnd he had
his own personalbodyguard.In the OHouse
of Succession K receivedrigoroustraining
and education as preparation for his even
tual successiorto the throne. Ashurbanipal
gives us someinformation about this train-
ing, which may or maynot havebeentypical.
Ashurbanipalsaysthat he learnedto ride, to
shoot,to read,and to write. At the end of this
training, the crown prince was assignedan
official position in the Assyrian administra
tion. In the Sargonid period at least, this
involved the prince becomingthe kingOsep-
resentativeat home,with full royal authority
while his father was on military exercises.
Sincenothing is saidaboutthe crownprince
being trained in administrationwhile in the
Houseof Successionit is apparentthat he
learnedthis skill Oorthe job.O

The Assyrian statewas run by a bureau
cracywhich had a veryrigid hierarchy.One
might picture the hierarchy as a pyramid
with the king at the pinnacleand under him
severallayers of officials,increasingin num-
ber down to the broad basewhich consisted
of the labor force. Over the centuries,the
hierarchial structure underwent changes,
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and numerous anomaliesdevelopedwhich
were never fully resolved.The only major
systematicreorganizationof the administra
tion took place during the reign of Tiglath-
pileser Ill. Assyrian administration was
essentiallya military structure,sinceAssyria
was a militaristic state.There wasusually lit-
tle if any distinction betweenmilitary and
civil service. Although the chain of com
mand wasgenerallyrigidly restrictedto the
next layer in the administration,the king as
absolutemonarch had the right to intervene
atanylevelin any affair.

Bureaucraticpositionstendedto be heredr
tary in practice,the sonlearning his fatherOs
job by working with him. Thus,we bndthat
certain levels of the bureaucracytended to
be monopolizedby a smallgroup of families.
Patronagewas the rule in Assyria,and no
onecould getapositionwithout infuence.

Scribeswere a specialpart of the Assyrian
administrative system.The scribeswere an
elite group who had graduated from a
demandingand lengthy educationalsystem.
There were scribes at every level of the
bureaucracy with the vicechancellorat the
top and the numerouslesserskilled scribes
at the very bottom, who kept track of the
unskilled laborersand their wagesSincethe
vastmajority of Assyrianofficialswereilliter -
ate, the scribeshad considerableinBuence
overtherunning of stateaffairs.

Assyrian officials derived their revenue
from the resourcesunder their jurisdiction,
and the revenue was usually in kind. On
occasion,the king would reward an official
for specialservicewith expensiveclothing,
jewelry, tax exemption,or residencefor life
at the palace Officials,including scribescon
stantly complained that they were under-
paid, and the customof bribery wasuniver-
sal. There is frequent reference in our
sourcesto punishmentfor inefficiency and
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corruption, which is an indication that these
were rampant. Nevertheless, the Assyrian
o! cers seem to have been a relatively hard-
working, conscientious lot, and the king gen-
erally set them a very good example in this
regard.

For administrative purposes, the Assyrian
empire was divided into two major units.
The central and most important unit was the
land of Asshur itself, the Assyrian heartland.
This included the four major cities of
Asshur, Arbela, Nineveh, and Calah, together
with the surrounding agricultural land. Each
of these cities had special privileges, includ-
ing tax exemptions and military impositions.

Beyond the Assyrian heartland was
“greater Assyria.” The size and organization
of this territory changed over the centuries.
When it reached its greatest extent in the
Sargonid period, two types of administration
were used to control this vast territory. Some
parts of the empire were directly controlled
by the king through provincial governors,
while other parts of the empire were con-
trolled by treaty arrangements between the
Assyrian king and the local ruler. Some of
these rulers were regarded as equal partners
in the treaty arrangements, while others
were regarded as vassals. Treaty arrange-
ments with vassals included keeping foreign
princes and nobles as hostages at the Assyr-
ian court.

Babylonia always had a special position in
the Assyrian state, as observed already in the
discussion of the political history. Assyria
tried to deal with Babylonia by various
means; for example, sometimes concluding
treaties with Babylonian kings as equal part-
ners, or at other times ruling Babylonia
directly. The fact is that Assyria never was
able to find a satisfactory solution for the
administration of Babylonia.

The administrative center of the Assyrian

state varied from time to time. Originally, it
was at the city of Asshur, but in the 9th cen-
tury Ashurnasirpal Il made the center Calah.
Finally, in the 7th century, Sennacherib
chose Nineveh as the administrative center
and this city remained the capital of the
Assyrian state until its downfall. At each of
these sites have been found remains of the
state archives, including voluminous corre-
spondence. These records and reports are in
part a result of the king’s standing order to
all o! cials that they must report “whatever
you see and hear.” To ensure rapid commu-
nication between the capital and the outly-
ing regions of the empire, there was a corps
of messengers who were supported by a net-
work of roads and posting stations. In an
emergency, messages could be relayed even
more quickly by a system of observation tow-
ers and fire signals. The Assyrian frontiers
were carefully guarded by a series of
fortresses manned by Assyrian troops.

l.  Socioeconomic Structure

The socioeconomic structure of Assyria
was very conservative and slow to change, a
feature which it had in common with most
preindustrial civilizations. Change in social
structures and economic procedures was
rare, the a" itude being that if something had
been good enough for previous generations
it was certainly good enough for the present
generation. Only when former ways of doing
things were no longer possible did the Assyr-
ians consider developing new approaches.
This rarely happened, and so the socioeco-
nomic structure of Assyrian civilization
underwent modification
throughout its lengthy history.

The core of the Assyrian social structure
was the tribe, and fundamental motives for
every Assyrian’s life were the protection and
propagation of his family and tribe. This fact
is well illustrated by the common personal-

only minor
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nametype, whoseuse expressedhe desire
of the individual to preservehis tribe or fam-
ily. This desirealsofound expressionn the
common practice of adoption, for adoption
not only provided a childless couple with

carefor their old age,but alsoassuredthem
of the continuation of their family. Eventhe
dead were kept within the home, for they
wereburied underthe3oor.

Apart from this central position of the
Assyrianfamily, there was a classstructure
which was closely linked to power, wealth,
and socialstanding.The king wasat the top,
immediately succeededby the nobility of
varius levels. Under them came the lesser
o! cials,thenthe skilled laborersand bnally,
at the bo"om, the unskilled laborers.The
unskilled laborers consistedof two groups:
freemenandslaves.

Slavery was not nearly so extensivein
Assyria as it was in the Roman empire.
Although slavesprovided an important part
of the labor forcefor Assyriaparticularly for
the major building projectsof the kings,the
Assyrian economy did not depend upon
slavery as did the Roman economy.There
weretwo typesof slavesn Assyria;jthe debt
slaveand the prisonerof war. The debtslave
wasa native Assyrian,and his slaverylasted
only solong ashe wasunableto pay o# his
debts. In other words, it was the Assyrian
form of bankruptcy.A debt slaveenjoyeda
number of privileges;he could marry afree
person,appearas a witnessin a court case,
conduct business transactions with other
slavesor their masters,and evenown prop-
erty to which slaveswverea' ached.n theory,
it wasalwayspossiblefor adebtslaveto pay
o# his debtsand regainhis freedom.In prac
tice, however, manumission was rare in
Assyria. The high interestrates,to be men-
tioned later, meantthat it wasnot only easy
to fall into debtslaverybut that oncein that
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situation it was very di! cult to amass
enough resourcesto buy oneOwvay out of

debt.The othertype of slave the foreigncap-
tive, wasin an entirely di#erentposition.He

had no real rights in Assyria,and he was
given the most menial tasksto perform. His

only hopeof freedomwasescape®r death.

The status of women in Assyriansociety
wasextremelylow, evenlower than in Baby
lonia. In Assyria,onerarely found a woman
acting in a legal or businesstransactionon
her own behalf,for shehad virtually nolegal
rights as an individual. She was entirely
dependentupon her malerelationsN father,
husband, sons, and brothersN and their
position in society Shewasconbnedto sepa
rate quarters,the harem,and apartfrom her
immediate male relatives her social inter-
course was restricted entirely to other
females.Marriage, the rearing of children,
cooking, and the generalcare of the home
wereher establishedolesin life.

The vastmajority of Assyrianslived in the
large cities,the major centersbeing Asshur,
Nineveh, Arbela, and Calah. There are no
reliable statisticsfor population Pguresput
one estimatehas concludedthat Calahat its
height contained about 63,000inhabitants,
while Nineveh probably had about 120,000
(Oates 1968:434). The immediate sur-
rounding countryside was insu! cient to
support such large numbers of nonproduc
tive people,which is why, beginningin the
9th century B.c, the agricultural land culti-
vated by the Assyrianshad to be extended.
Ashurnasirpalbeganthe program of deport
ing foreign peoplesinto the undeveloped
regions of Assyriato create new farms in
order to provide the growing city popula
tionswith the necessaryood.

Within the cities, the streetswere narrow
and dark, being Bankedby the blank walls of
houses. An Assyrian house was centered
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around an inner courtyard,and apartfrom
the streetentrancethere were no openings
ontheoutside.

As has been observed the socioeconomic
structure of Assyriachangedonly when it
was compelledto do so.Certainly,the econ
omy wasforcedto alter asAssyriadeveloped
from a small cluster of autonomouscity-
statesprst into a nation and then into an
empire.As the Assyrianempireevolved,n a
sensetwo separateeconomicsystemsdevet
oped. In the Assyrian heartland itself, the
economic structure which already existed
continued with only slight alterations.
Beyond the boundaries of the heartland,
however,the economic organization of the
territories now under Assyrian control
inevitablychanged.

In Assyria proper, the economic bases
were agriculture, animal husbandry, and
trade. The S border of Assyria coincided
with the S limit of dependableannualrain-
fall, sothat AssyriaOmeadowscould be culti-
vated with relative easeand probt. At the
sametime, the position of the city of Asshur
at a strategiccrossingpoint of the Tigris river
meantthat it straddleda major trade route
betweenE and W. Thus, from earliesttimes
the inhabitants of the Assyrian heartland
were involved in foreign trade, a necessity
sinceso many resourcesad to beimported
into Assyria.

As to actualownershipof land, all land in
theory belongedto the king asthe represen
tative of the god Asshuron earth.In practice,
however,the crown had direct control over
only a limited amount of territory. The rest
was controlled by wealthy institutions such
astemplesor by large families. This still le!
much land in the control of privateindividu-
als. Frequently, land in Assyria was held
under an arrangementcalled ilku. By this
arrangement,the client had the useof the
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land in return for performing stateservice,
which involved both civil and military works.
Obviouslyland which had an ilku obligation

was less valuable becausethe impositions
involved wererelatively onerous.n the Neo-
Assyrianperiod,it waspossiblefor the more
important and wealthy Assyrian citizensto

makepaymentsin lieu of ilku serviceThis is

signibcantfor the history of the Assyrian
army in the late period, sincemany wealthy
landownerssent goodsin paymentof their

ilku obligations rather than manpower.
Thus, the state was forced to hire foreign

mercenarieso Plltheranksofthearmy.

Cra s in Assyriawere carried on in the
palaceand perhapsalsoin templesand on
large estates.Originally the cral smen actu-
ally worked in these buildings and were
issuedraw materialswith which to makethe
Pnishedproducts,but in Neo-Assyriantimes
cra smen worked on a contract basis
whereby they could repay their mastersfor
the raw materialsin a variety of forms and
could keep backa certainamount for them-
selvesasacommission.

Money wasunknown in Assyriaand seems
to have been an invention of the Greeks.
Businesswas carried on by trading in kind,
although there was a standard of exchange
in terms of preciousmetals silver or copper.
There was a standard for measurements,
including weights. Some of these 0" cial
weights have survived,being stoneor metal
carvedin the shapeof suchanimalsasducks
or lions. These weights bear cuneiform
inscriptions indicating their measurement.
Careful accounts were kept of business
transactionsand hundredsof administrative
tablets, mainly from palaces, have been
recovered. Prices Ructuated according to
supply and demand,and thereis no indica
tion of statecontrol overprices.

The economicorganizationof the Assyrian

I"H$96&'()*%$+)B-$.)/012')3$*&45%")&)89:;)<=)>$2'+1'%):67)@:;;A "


http://www.logos.com/

empirehad onegoal the enrichmentof the

Assyrian heartland and in particular the

Assyrian court. The Assyrianking had no

interestin the economicdevelopmentof the

outlying regions.Solong astheseconquered
territories contributed annualtribute to the

state treasury and remained submissiveto

his control, he washappy.But astime went

on, the nonproductive elementof the popu-
lation of the Assyrian heartland increased,
and greaterand greaterdemandsweremade
on the outlying regions for supplies.This

escalating oppressivenessincreased ecc
nomic hardship and engenderedhatred of

the Assyrianrule. It is no exaggeratiorio say
that the economieof the outlying regionsof

the Assyrian empire were gradually

destroyedin order to prop up an artibcial

economyin central Assyria.This economic
circumstancewas no small factor in the

weakeningand eventualfall of the Assyrian
empire.

J. Legal Structure

The supremelegalauthority in Assyriawas
the god Asshur,which meantin practicehis
representativeon earth, the king, who was
the chief justicein the land. The king rarely
exercisednis authority in this capacity how-
ever,for mostlegaldisputesweresd led at a
lower level. In ancient Assyriathere wasno
specializedlegal branch of the government
comparableto what we are usedto todayin
modern society. The vast majority of dis-
putes were handled by the individuals
involved, frequently with the intervention of
athird party asan objectivearbitrator. This
third party was usually a neighbor. There
wereno courtsassuch,andtherewasno cod
iPedlaw. Therewasa documentknown now
as the Middle Assyrian Laws (see ANET_
1808B8),but this wasmoreliterary than legal.
This is illustrated by the fact that in the few
records of legal disputesfrom Assyria,no
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referenceis ever madeto the Middle Assyr
ian Laws. The real law of Assyriarestedin
custom and precedent. Disputes which
could not be decidedon this basisbetween
the two parties,with the frequenthelp of a
third objective individual, were referred to
theo" cialbureaucracy.

A number of AssyriaOtegal documents
have come down to us. In Assyria,a legal
document was the record of a transaction
betweentwo or more partieswhichincluded
the namesof witnesseso thetransactionthe
nameof the scribewho recordedthe transac
tion, and the date upon which it took place.
A common feature of such texts was the
inclusion of seal impressionsof the major
participantsin the transaction.If an individ-
ual wastoo poor to own asealhepressechis
Pngernailinto the moist clay, and this fact
was duly noted on the tablet. Legal docu-
mentswerefrequently enclosedn envelopes
of clay,and abrief versionof the transaction
waswri! en on the outsideof this envelope,
which wasthen duly sealed Therewerealso
legal documentsin Aramaic on parchment
or papyrus,but all of thesehave perished;
only the bullae (lumps of clay with brief
notesin Assyrian)which weresqueezeaver
the cord binding these documents have
beenpreserved.

In Assyria,there were four major kinds of
legal documents: conveyances(sales),corn-
tracts,receipts,and court records.The word
conveyancecoversall textswhich recordthe
transfer of property, and most of theseare
therefore sale documents,although rentals,
marriages,adoptions,and inheritancesalso
comeunder this heading.Conveyanceson
tained provision againstfuture claims and
penalties for making false claims, which
included heavy Pnesand occasionallysome
bizarre provisions. For example, a guilty
party might havebeenrequiredto presenta
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number of white horsesto a god if he had
beenconvictedof making afalseclaimabout
a sale.Or he might have beenrequired to

burn his eldestsonor, evenmore curious,to

swallow an enormousamount of wool, thus
in el ect commi'ing suicide. These more
bizarre penalty provisionsseemto havebeen
more theoreticalthan practical,and there is
no evidencethat they wereeverenforcedIn

the caseof the saleof slavesthe seller nor-
mally had to guaranteethat the slavewould

remain free of illness for 100days a#er the
sale.

The secondtype of legal document,the
contract,involved an obligation on the part
of oneparty in favor of another,and this cow
eredall kinds of loansand promissorynotes.
OTrueloansQvere not common,sincedebts
were incurred by the inability of an individ-
ualto paytherentin theform of aportion of
the harvestof land which he had contracted
to cultivate.Interestrateswerevery high,the
normal being in the rangeof 25833percent,
but ratesof 100percentor more perannum
are a' ested.For this reason,many people
remained in debt for their entire lives, and
frequently they went bankrupt, which
meansthey fell into debt slavery.When a
debt waspaid, however the tablet recording
the debt was smashed, thus e! ectively
destroying all evidence of the loan. Only
occasionally for specialreasonswasit felt
necessaryto write out a receiptfor the pay-
ment of a debt. Thus,this third type of legal
documentwas relatively rare. The creditor
alwayshad the obligationto provideproof of
adebt.If acreditor could not produceacon
tract with a record of the loan, he had no
claimagainstanindividual.

The fourth type of legal document,the
court record, wasuncommon.This rel3ects
the fact already stated that most disputes
werese' led privately.On the rare occasions,
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however,when this proved impossible,the
disputants would go to an o$ cial in the
Assyrian administration for a decision.
When this happened,an 0$ cial record was
madeof the proceedingsand thesearewhat
we call court recordsBut it should benoted
that no law court was involved here, since
they did not exist in ancient Assyria.The
disputantssimply went to ahigh administra
tive 0% cial, who waso#en the mayor of their

villageor town. If this 0$ cial could not come
to adecision the disputantsweresentto the
Oordeal.Onfortunately, li* le isknown about
the Assyrianordeal. The presidingjudge at
the ordealwasthe god,and a#er thelitigants
declared their respectiveclaims before the
god, the deity issued his verdict. How the
god cameto this decisionand how it was
announcedare unknown, but the decision
was Pnal and binding upon both parties.It

should be noted that no referenceis made
hereto the king in this Pnalappealalthough
he was the supremejusticein the land. In

administrative ma' ers, it is known that an

Assyriansubjectcould appealdirectly to the
monarch.

Murder and bodily injury were special
casesTheseagain werenormally s€'led by
private agreementand this is particularly so
in the caseof murder, for murder involved
the blood feud,or vendé a.In Assyriathere
wasno suchthing asastatecrimeapartfrom
treason, which was punishable by death.
Sincetherewereno statecrimes,prisonsdid
not exist for the incarcerationof criminals.
However,the state might detainindividuals
for political reasonsand private individuals
might forcibly restrain a person who had
wronged them until the wrong had been
redressed.

K. Religion
Religion is a complex subjectin any civi-
lization, and there is no exceptionto this for
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ancient Assyria.A primary considerationis
the di! erencebetweenthe 0" cial or state
religion and popular belief. This is true not
only in ancient Assyriabut alsoin modern
society.What people actually believe,what
they actually do in their religious obser
vancesand what is actually recordedaso” -
cial religious doctrinemay be quite di! erent
matters. In dealing with an ancient society
suchasthat of the Assyriansor Hebrewspur
knowledgeis inevitably limited to and condi
tioned by the wri#en records.In the caseof
the Hebrews,this meansthe Bible; in the
caseof the Assyriansthis meansthe multi-
tude of cuneiform writings concerningritu-
als, hymns, incantations,etc. Thus, most of
what can be said here about Assyrianreli-
gionconcernghe statereligion.

Assyrianreligion had two outstandingfea
tures:polytheismand the cult. The polytheis
tic nature of Assyriais comparableto that of
Sumer or Babylonia,although the number
of godswasmore restricted.The chief gods
in Assyriawere Asshur,who wasthe king of
the gods followed by the goddesdshtarand
the godsNinurta, Shamash Adad,and Sin.
Around eachgod there wascentereda cult
which included a largetemple complexand
a ziggurrat,as well aspriestsand a support
ing std . This cult involved the performance
of regular religious rituals and the presenta
tion of o! erings.

The chief Assyrian god, Asshur, was
almost characterlessn comparisonto the
other godsof Assyria.Although heo" cially
ruled and controlled all the land of Assyria
and reigned supremeover all other gods he
really played no role in Assyrianmythology,
and no personalcharacteristicsare evident
for him. This isin contrastto the other Assyr
ian deities.

Much more lifelike and vivid is the bPgure
of the goddessishtar. She wasresponsible
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for two contrastingactivities:batle and love.
In both thesespheresshe played a leading
role, and thereis amajor placefor herin the
mythology,which in origin at leastis largely
Babylonian.Shewasthe patron deity of two
major Assyrian cities, Nineveh and Arbela,
which showsthe high regardthe Assyrians
had for Ishtar. Part of her cult included
female ecstatics;these were prophetesses
who went into a trance and made pro-
nouncementso the Assyrianking of future
victories and prosperity. These pronounce
ments were duly recorded and sentto the
king from IshtarOsult at Arbela.

Another outstandingdeity in Assyriawas
Ninurta, the god of warfare and hunting,
who wasthe brstbornson of Asshur.Ashur-
nasirpal brought the cult of Ninurta to the
fore with the dedicationto Ninurta of the
chief templeat his newly constructedcapital
of Calah.Adad, the god of storm and rain,
was another distinctive Assyrian deity. He
sharedwith Shamashthe responsibility for
divination. The god Shamashthe sun-god,
was responsiblefor justice, a role he also
played in Babylonianreligion. It should be
noted that all of these major deities were
maleswith the exceptionof Ishtar. This is a
ref3ection of the dominanceof the malein
Assyriansociety and thefactthat Ishtarisan
exception is becauseshe was the patron
deity of Ninevehin pre-Assyriantimes.

Assyrianculture wasgreatlyinBuencedby
Babylonian culture, and this is particularly
so in religion. Three distinctly Babylonian
deitieN Enlil, Marduk, and NabZN became
popularin Assyriaat di! erent periods.Enlil
Prstappearedin Assyriaduring the reign of
ShamshiAdad | (181308%.c). He waseven
tually identiped with the god Asshur,who
assumedis epithetsand the cultic practices
which surroundedhim. The cult of Marduk
appearedin Assyriaby the 14thcenturys.c,
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and eventually Marduk becameso popular
there that Sennacherib,in the 7th century
B.C, tried to suppressthe Babylonian cult.
Nabz,the sonof Marduk,becamepopularin
Assyriain the 9th century B.c. when great
templeswere built at Assyriancitiesin his
honor.

While the Assyriansmay have had some
religious rituals and practicesof their own,
by the time we reachthe well-documented
period in MA times,BabylonianinfBuenceis
evident everywhere. Most religious cere
moniesin Assyriaandin particularthe New
Year Festival, were greatly inBuenced by
Babylonia.

So far only the major deities have been
mentioned,but there were alsomany minor
deities, all with their own temples and
shrines.An Assyriancity had manytemples
in it devotedto thesevariousgodsand god-
dessesand larger templescontainedseveral
shrinesfor di! erent deities.A templewasa
community unto itself, with its own hierar-
chy of personnel and its own economic
resourcesat leastin origin. Bythe Neo-Assyr
ian period, however,Assyriantempleswere
no longer economicallyindependent.They
had becomeaccustomedo receivingmajor
benebtdrom royal campaignsThis brought
them greaterprosperity but at the sametime
meantthey lost somecontrol overtheir own
al airs. Besidesthe priests, the temple per-
sonnel included artisans, scribes, kitchen
std ,anddomesticservants.

The king wasthe chief priest in the land
since he was AsshurOsepresentativeon
earth. His presencewasfrequently required
at religious ceremonies,particularly at the
celebration of the New Year,in which his
right to reign for another year was con
Prmed by the god. Religion in the form of
the temple rituals and divination had great
inBuenceon the Assyrianking. Not only was
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the king required to participatein religious
rituals but he alsofelt compelledto consult
the diviners regularly on major state dect
sions. Thus, the priests and diviners had a
greatdealof inBuenceon stateal airs.

By far the most important Assyrianritual
was the New Year ritual, called the Akdu.
Most of the ceremonywasperformedin the
Akdu temple, there being one outside the
walls of eachmajor Assyriancity. The cere
mony involved an elaborate processionof
the statuesof the godsfollowed by a great
feast.The Akdu festivalincluded the corona
tion ritual in which the god Asshur con
Prmed the right of the king to rule for
another year,and during which the princes
andnoblesrenewedtheir loyalty oaths.

The Assyrianswere tolerant of other reli-
gions and religious practices.They did not
a' empt to imposethe worship of Asshuror
any other Assyriandeity upon peoplesthey
conguered. They did, however, carry o!
divine symbolsof conqueredpeopleswhich
they held ashostagesn order to insurethe
loyalty of these suppressedpopulations.
These symbols were returned once the
Assyrians were assured that the people
would beloyal. Indeed,far from suppressing
foreign cults of conquered peoples, the
Assyrianking sometimegresented! erings
to them and sponsoredbuilding works on
their temples.

Most of what we know, and thereforemost
of what has been said so far, concernsthe
o# cial religion of Assyria. Very li"le is
known of the religious beliefsand practices
of the commonpeople.The massehadli” le
to dowith the greatstatefestivalsother than
to stand by the roadsidewatching the great
processionsgo by. It is known that each
Assyrianbelievedhe hadapersonalgod,and
that this personal god would present his
needs and desiresto the higher gods.In
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return, each Assyrian was expectedto pre-
sent 0! eringsto this individual god.Magic,
both black and white, was widely practised
among the common people, and we have
many documents from Assyrian libraries
recordingincantations.

Divination, the prediction of the future,
wascloselyrelatedto Assyrianreligion. Allu-
sion to this practicehasalreadybeenmade
in preceding paragraphs.In the Neo-AssyF
ian period,thereweretwo major typesof div-
ination: astrology and extispicy. Astrology
involved regular observation of the move
ments of the stars and planets and the
recording of such movements and any
eventson earthwhich took placeat the same
time, for the Assyriansbelievedthere wasa
link betweenwhat happenedin the heavens
and what would happenon earth. Extispicy
meantthe examinationof the entrails of sac
ripcedanimals,sincethe shapeand color of
these entrails, such as the liver and lungs,
indicated what would happenin the future.
Divination was carried out mainly by Baby
lonian diviners.

L. Everyday Life

Everyday life in Assyria was much the
samethroughout AssyriaOisistory, the daily
behaviorof someondiving in the Old Assyr
ian period being essentiallythe sameasthat
of someone living in the Neo-Assyrian
Empire. Of coursethere wasa greatdeal of
di! erence between the everyday life of a
memberof the upperclassein Assyriaanda
memberof the lower classedn thefollowing
discussion,such di! erenceswill be noted
whereappropriate.

The most outstanding characteristic of
everydaylife in Assyriawasits spartanism.
Assyriawas a militaristic society,and every
thing revolved around the warrior. People
who werenot warriorswereregardedsimply
assupportstd for the Pghtingmen.This,in

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New

York: Doubleday.

particular, meant that the statusof women

was restricted entirely to that of supplying

the needs of soldiers.Women were segre
gated from men and lived in a harem,and

their role in society was to bear and raise
children and to maintain the household.
They were entirely dependentupon their

male relatives and had few legal rights of

their own. Men were the dominant sex,and

in theory all men weresoldiersand weresub-
ject to military conscription.In practice,cer
tain types of workers, such as shepherds,
wereexcludedfrom this service.

The standardof living in Assyriawasrela
tively high for an ancientculture for two rea
sons. First, Assyria was naturally a highly
productive region, and thus the inhabitants
of the Assyrian heartland from prehistoric
times enjoyedthe fruits of the land and the
products of animal husbandry.Second,in
the Neo-Assyrian period, the residents of
Assyria proper enjoyed the prosperity
broughtto their land by the hold their kings
had over the surrounding economies.The
food the average Assyrian ate consisted
mainly of barleyin the form of breadspread
with sesameoil. The usual beveragewas
beer,althoughwine wasnot uncommon For
vegetableghey had onions,leeksandgarlic.
In addition,they enjoyedeggdrom chickens
and ducks, and psh from the rivers. For
sweetsthey had grapesand honey,and in
the Neo-Assyrian period nuts becamemore
commonasexotic nut treeswereintroduced
into AssyriangardensGoatsproducedmilk,
which wasturned into ghee(clariPedbu” er)
and cheeseThe meat of animals and fowls
was rarely eaten,it being preservedfor fes
tive occasionsinceit wasaluxury. Of course
the upper classesand in particular royalty
enjoyed meat and wine more regularly. In
fact, royal banquetswere far from uncom
mon.
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Royal feastsare frequently mentioned in
our sourcesasthey wereusedto celebratea
variety of occasionsEvery new yearin con
nection with the Akitu ritual, therewasa cer-
emonial banquet called the t!kultu. Other
occasionsfor royal feastswere the conclu
sion of successfulmilitary campaignsand
the end of major building projects. An
example of the lal er is the great banquet
stagedby Ashurnasirpalll to celebratethe
completion of the building of his capital,
Calah.The menu of this banquet,which was
servedto 70,000guestsnvited from all parts
of Assyria,the provinces,and the surround
ing lands, was engravedon stoneby royal
scribedor posterity(cf. ANET,55880).

The basic material for constructing all
buildings was mud brick, which was some
times baked in the sun or, more rarely, in
kilns for greaterdurability. Marble (the so-
called OMosumarbleOyasavailablein quar-
riesin the vicinity of Nineveh,but giventhe
di" culty of extracting, transporting, and
working this relatively hard substance,ts
usewas generallyrestrictedto monumental
buildings. Timber of varioussorts,including
the popular Ocedarsof Lebanon,Owas
imported for thesemonumentalbuildingsas
well. The houseof the middle-classAssyrian
usually consistedof two storiesbuilt around
an inner courtyard. There was a pool of
water in the center of the courtyard and
stepson the sidethat led up to abalconysur-
rounding the secondstory. Family life was
centeredon this courtyard,andall doorsand
windows openedonto it with the exception
of the main doorway leading into the street.
The houses of wealthier people and the
palacesof the kings had extensivegardens.
Assyria also had its homelesspoor, who
carvedout sleepingquartersfor themselves
in the city wallsor in the ruins of monumen
tal buildings, while some simply slept in
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doorways.The streetswerenarrow, twisting,
and Plthy sincethey had opensewersn the
centerto carry o# all wastefrom the houses.

A variety of textileswaswovenfrom goatOs
hair and sheepOwool. The resulting cloth
wasdyed in variouscolorsand cut into vari-
ous shapesfor clothing. In addition, both
men and women wore some jewelry made
from preciousmetalsand stoneswhich had
to be imported. Of course,the wealthier
classeenjoyedmore elaborateclothing and
jewelry.

The favorite recreationsof the Assyrians
were military in character.They loved to
hunt (on royal hunts,seeabove)Contestsn
archery, javelinthrowing, stoneslinging,
and similar sports were other popular pas
times. The Assyriansalso entertainedthem-
selves with more peaceful pursuits. The
paradesof the greatreligious festivalswere
eagerlywatched by the commonpeoplelin-
ing the streetsof the greatAssyrianmetropo
lises.In the squaresand gates,scribesand
poets recited epics and sang songsto the
massesBoth the paradesand the recitations
were accompaniedby vocal and instrumen
tal music,the instrumentsincluding strings,
winds, and percussions.Older and more
sedentary people entertained themselves
with board gameswhile children had toys
suchasclaymodelsof chariotsand soldiers.

M. Legacy

A major legacyof Assyriancivilization to
the history of the world is the practicalcre-
ation of an empire which embraceda large
part of the civilized world. It wasthe Assyk
ian kingswho Prstextendedtheir authority
well beyondthe conbPnesof national bound-
ariesto rule over or e#ectively control avari-
ety of far-Rung peoplesand territories. Sub-
sequent conquerordl the Achaemenid Per
sians, Alexander the Great, and the
Roman$ would strive to emulatethe Assyr
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ian achievement.

A secondlegacywas the elaboratestruc
ture and formality of the Assyrian court,
which survivedin later,neighboringcultures
suchasAchaemenidand SafavidPersiaand
O! oman Turkey. Similarly, Assyrian mili-
tary organization,strategy,and tacticsreap
pearin theseand other later civilizations.

A more subtlelegacyis the protectiverole
which Assyria played in sheltering Babylo
nia from foreign conquestthusallowing that
land to devote so much energyto cultural
pursuits.Indeed,Assyriatook an activepart
in creatinglibraries in which Babylonianlit-
erary and scientipc works predominated.
The libraries of Ashurbanipalat Ninevehare
still our most important sourcefor Babylc
nian culture.SeeCAH1E;GAR]J TCS5;LAR
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HISTORY AND CULTURE OF BABYLONIA
The name OBabyloniaO (see
MESOPOTAMIA can be used as both a
geographicaland a political term. As a gec
graphical name it coversthe S part of the
modern Republic of Iraq, approximately
from Baghdadin the N to Basrain the S. On
the W it extendsroughly to the border of
SaudiArabiaand on the E to Iran. In ancient
times this areawas a unibed political unit
only in certain periods,including the la! er
yearsof Hammurapi (ca. 1792&¥5®.c) and
the time of the Neo-Babylonian Empire
(627B398B.c). BeforeHammurapi it was fre-
quently divided politically into two areas,
with Nippur at the center.The N wascalled
Akkad and the S Sumer,and the phraseOthe
landsof Sumerand AkkadQvasstill in vogue
long &' er the political division had any reat
ity.
NNN
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6. Middle Babylonian Period (ca.
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A. Geography

1.  Physical Features. Babylonia is the S
part of Mesopotamia, the “Land Between the
Rivers,” a name which reflects the impor-
tance of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.
These join to form the Shatt-el-Arab, which
drains into the Arabian/Persian Gulf in the
S. A major tributary of the Tigris is the
Diyala river. The rivers flood the flat plain in
the springtime, bringing water sorely
needed for plant growth. The S part of Baby-
lonia consists of marshes, where, since pre-
historic times, people have lived as much in
boats as on land. The N extremity of the
plain is determined by the narrowest point
between the Tigris and the Euphrates,

although culturally Babylonian civilization
often stretched farther up the Euphrates to
such ancient sites as Mari. To the W are the
Syrian and Arabian deserts, and to the E are
the Zagros mountains. From the point of
view of physical geography, the Khuzistan
plain to the SE is an integral part of Babylo-
nia despite the presence between them of
the Qarun river, which flows into the Shatt-
el-Arab.

2.  Climate. The climate of a region
affects not only its flora and fauna but also
the human inhabitants and their behavior.
Thus, in prehistoric times, the dwellers of the
Babylonian plain were prompted to invent
artificial irrigation systems in order to regu-
late the erratic water supply from rainfall
and flooding rivers so that crop production
was possible. From late spring to late fall the
weather is hot and dry, while in the winter
and early spring it is cool, sometimes close to
freezing, and rain falls in abundance. The
sudden and frequent downpours turn dry
gullies, known as wadis, into swift rivers in a
matter of hours. In the dry weather, high
winds from various directions blow up fierce
sandstorms, and in late summer a scorching
wind from the S arises which is important
for the ripening of dates. As far as is known,
there was no significant change in climate
during the historic period.

3. Natural Resources. Babylonia was
rich in only a limited number of natural
resources: soil, salt, bitumen, reeds, water,
fish, birds, animals, and plants. The soil was
valuable not only for agriculture and animal
husbandry but also as a source of clay for
bricks (used for building) and for tablets
(used for writing). Reeds from the marshes
were used as writing styluses and in build-
ing, either as the main material in the con-
struction of reed huts or, when coated with
bitumen, for binding mats placed between
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layers of mud bricks. The rivers, marshes,
and Arabian/Persian Gulf teemed with vari-
ous types of fish and also provided useful
communication routes by boat. Birds were
abundant, especially in the marshes, for
Babylonia was, and is, at the S end of a major
flyway of birds migrating from Europe. Wild
animals in antiquity ranged in size and type
from mice and snakes to wolves, pigs,
gazelles, onagers, and lions. Missing from the
list of Babylonia’s natural resources are
important items such as stone, metals, and
timber, which had to be imported through
trade.

4. Agriculture and Animal Hus-
bandry. Agriculture and animal husbandry
were the mainstays of the economy of the
Babylonian plain throughout ancient times.
The chief crops cultivated were barley and
sesame, the former to make bread and beer
and the latter to make vegetable oil. Onions,
garlic, leeks, and mustard were common, but
green vegetables were rare. In S Babylonia
the date tree was, and still is, grown in large
plantations for its fruit.

The most popular domestic animals were
mules, donkeys, cows, sheep, goats, pigs,
dogs, and cats. Mules and donkeys were
used as pack animals and for riding. Cows
and goats provided milk and hides, while
sheep produced wool. Only on special occa-
sions would these animals be slaughtered for
meat; chickens, ducks, geese, wild birds, and
cheese were more economical sources of pro-
tein. Horses were not used extensively until
the late 2d millennium B.c., when they began
to be used for drawing chariots; the camel
also became common at about that time.

5. Trade, Communication, and Trans-
portation. Foreign trade flourished as early
as prehistoric times, when the inhabitants of
the Babylonian plain sought good timber
(such as cedar from Lebanon) and stone

(such as marble from Assyria) for building;
metals (such as tin and copper) for weapons
and utensils; and precious metals (such as
gold and silver) and precious stones (such as
lapis lazuli) for luxury items. Overland com-
munication and transportation followed
river courses, since these provided water and
food for travelers. In particular, the Diyala
valley was a conduit for goods traveling to
and from the Iranian plateau. Water routes
were intensively used, with rafts and boats
plying up and down the Tigris and
Euphrates and larger boats carrying cargo
through the Arabian/Persian Gulf to the
coast of Oman and beyond. The speed with
which one could travel these routes varied
according to many factors, such as weather,
terrain, and means of travel. Under optimum
conditions a caravan covered about 25 km a
day, while a swift runner could cover about
160 km in the same time. This meant a trad-
ing caravan could ideally transport goods
from the Gulf along the Tigris to the mouth
of the Diyala, a distance of about 600 km, in
about twenty-four days. A relay of fast run-
ners could deliver a message over the same
route in about four days, under ideal condi-
tions.

6. Settlement Patterns. Inevitably, peo-
ple settled in Babylonia by the water, for it
provided their basic needs and was the easi-
est link for trade. Only as the inhabitants
developed artificial irrigation were they able
to spread beyond onto the plain. This
required cooperation and organization, and
thus urban communities developed. By the
dawn of history (ca. 3000 B.C.), the Babylo-
nian plain was dotted with a multitude of vil-
lages, towns, and cities. Along the Euphrates,
on the periphery of the plain, were the semi-
nomads, herders of sheep and goats, who
wandered between the plain and the Syro-
Arabian desert. They could not go far into
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the desert until they had the camel, in the 1st
millennium B.C, and that is why they are
called seminomads or donkey nomads.
(Adams 1965; 1972; 1981).

B. Sources

Until the mid-19th century of our era, the
only sources available for ancient Babylo-
nian history were the scant remarks in the
Bible and in the writings of classical authors.
By A.D. 1850, this had all changed, thanks to
the beginning of archaeological excavations
at ancient sites and the decipherment of
Babylonian inscriptions. Since that date,
research on the archaeological and written
remains of Babylonian civilization has added
enormously to the sources for and knowl-
edge of this ancient culture. This activity con-
tinues today; and as these words are being
written, yet more sources are coming to light.

I.  Written Sources. a. Indigenous. The
contemporary, indigenous inscriptions of
Babylonia, consisting of tens of thousands of
texts, are by far the largest body of sources.
These are written in the cuneiform writing
system and in the Babylonian dialect of the
Akkadian language. The vast majority of
inscriptions are written on clay tablets,
although some are on clay cylinders, bricks,
stone slabs, and various objects made of pre-
cious stones and metals. These texts may be
divided into a few groups; namely, royal
inscriptions, letters, contracts, and adminis-
trative documents.

Royal inscriptions were originally written
records commissioned by the king to report
to the gods that he had fulfilled his duty on
earth. Principally, this duty entailed building
projects (such as a temple), so that royal
inscriptions were normally building inscrip-
tions. As to their pious purpose, very early
they developed into boasts by the ruler of his
achievements. As a source for reconstructing
Babylonian history, they are useful because

of the wealth of detail they provide about
kings, gods, and buildings. But one must
remember that they are “official statements,”
and therefore should be used carefully.

Fortunately, a significant number of let-
ters, many of them to or from the king and
his officials, have been recovered. These
allow us to look behind the official facade
presented by the royal inscriptions and
snatch glimpses of what was really going on
and how those in charge were reacting. Nor-
mally, letters can be used for historical
research in a meaningful way only when
there is a cohesive corpus. Thus, for example,
we have scores of letters written by Hammu-
rapi to his chief officer at the city of Larsa,
and this permits us to study that king’s
treatment of a city which he had just con-
quered. Individual and broken letters are
usually of minimal value.

Babylonian contracts and administrative
documents number in the tens of thousands
for certain periods, such as the NB Empire
(627539 B.C.). Like letters, they are normally
only useful as sources when a cohesive cor-
pus or archive has been recovered. A good
example is the Murashii Archive, a corpus of
documents left behind by a rich and influen-
tial family of businessmen of the Persian
period (539-331 B.C). See MURASHU,
ARCHIVE OF.

Later indigenous written sources comprise
chronicles, king lists, and literary texts. For-
tunately for us, the Babylonians wrote a
number of chronicles, mainly of the later
period, which narrate concisely but precisely
outstanding events year by year. These,
together with lists of kings, are the backbone
of our chronological reconstruction of Baby-
lonian history. The chronicles are a reliable
source in that they do not have a particular
theory to prove, nor are they nationalistic in
attitude. Literary texts of value to the histo-
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rian are limited in number and very fragmen-
tary. Nevertheless, they provide insights oth-
erwise denied us; for example, a badly pre-
served historical epic of the late Kassite
period (13th century B.C.) speaks of a religious
rebellion against the reigning monarch, an
event otherwise unknown from other
sources. (Grayson 1975: 56—77).

b. Foreign. The earliest biblical refer-
ence to Babylonian history seems to appear
in Genesis 14, in which an invasion of
Palestine by eastern rulers is narrated. While
the identity of these rulers and the events
elude us, there can be little doubt that a ker-
nel of historical fact lies here in obscurity
and that the references to Amorites suggest
the Old Babylonian (OB) period (ca.
2000-1595 B.C.). Much later in time, more con-
crete information appears in the biblical
account (Isaiah 39) of the envoy sent to
Hezekiah, king of Judah, by Merodach-bal-
adan II, king of Babylonia (7th century B.C.).
See MERODACH-BALADAN. This informa-
tion is valuable in reconstructing the war
waged by Merodach-baladan against Sen-
nacherib, king of Assyria. See
SENNACHERIB (PERSON). By far the most
dramatic biblical source for Babylonian his-
tory (2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chronicles 36; Jeremiah
passim) is about the invasion of Judah by
Nebuchadnezzar 1II, king of Babylonia
(604—562 B.C.). See NEBUCHADNEZZAR.
The final capture of Jerusalem in 586 B.Cc. and
the exile to Babylonia of many of its inhabi-
tants is narrated in detail in the Bible, a wel-
come circumstance since the Babylonian
chronicle for this period has not yet been
found.

Among other foreign sources are the 1st-
century writings of the Jewish historian Jose-
phus, who wrote in Greek. Indeed, Babylo-
nian history is touched upon by anumber of
classical authors, including Herodotus, Cte-

sias, Diodorus Siculus, Xenophon, and
Claudius Ptolemaus. Legends these preserve
about Babylonian personalities (such as
Nitokris, “queen of Babylonia”) may well
have had a historical basis, but this is now dif-
ficult to document.

2.  Archaeological Sources. The best-
known Babylonian site, from an archaeologi-
cal point of view, is the city of Babylon itself.
Systematic excavation of this large tell was
undertaken at the beginning of this century
by a German expedition led by Koldewey.
More recently, excavations have been
resumed by the State Organization of Antig-
uities of the Republic of Irag. The monumen-
tal buildings, walls, and processional way of
the Neo-Babylonian period (6th century B.C.)
have been uncovered. Earlier levels are not so
well preserved. At Dur-Kurigalzu, the capital
of the Kassites (ca. 1595-1200 B.C.), digging has
been done over some years, and both palaces
and temples have been discovered. Other
major archaeological sites are Nippur, Ur,
Larsa, Isin, and Sippar, to name only a few.

C. Chronology

Babylonian chronology is well established
for some periods but poorly known for oth-
ers. The best period, from this viewpoint, is
the time from the mid-8th century B.Cc. and
later. There are three main reasons for this:
the wealth of indigenous documents bearing
dates; the Babylonian chronicles and king
lists; and the link these have with volumi-
nous Babylonian records of observations of
the movements of stars and planets, which
modern astronomers can date. Between ca.
1595 and 750 B.C., chronological evidence is
much more sparse. There are relatively few
dated documents and chronicles, and the
king lists are so badly broken that sometimes
even the names and order of the kings are
unknown. the oldest period, ca.
2000-1595 B.C., the relative chronology—the

For
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sequence of kings and events—is well
known, but the absolute dates are very
uncertain. There are, in fact, three schools of
thought among modern scholars about
these dates, giving rise to the terms “High
Chronology,” “Middle Chronology,” and
“Low Chronology.” This article follows the
Middle Chronology. For the High or Low
chronologies, add or subtract, respectively,
about sixty-four years.

D. Political History

If one could chart graphically the political
history of Babylonia, it would appear like a
rugged mountain landscape, the tall peaks
symbolising the few periods of Babylonia’s
greatness and the deep valleys the long peri-
ods of weakness. For Babylonia, unlike
Assyria, was rarely a great military or politi-
cal power, the exceptions being the reigns of
Hammurapi, Kurigalzu, Nebuchadnezzar I,
and the Neo-Babylonian Empire. But even
during the times of political eclipse, Babylo-
nian culture flourished and left a legacy for
Eastern and Western civilizations alike.

I. Akkadians, Amorites, and Sumeri-
ans. Babylonian civilization was a pastiche of
cultures and peoples which blended
together to create one of the world’s great civ-
ilizations. The evolution of an outstanding
culture from the fusion of different ethnic
groups was an ongoing process in Babylo-
nian history. It continued to operate as new
peoples moved into the Babylonian plain in
subsequent periods. Chief among the ethnic
strains in the population of Babylonia ca.
2000 B.C. were the Akkadians, the Amorites,
and the Sumerians. The Sumerians and
Akkadians had been present in the area for a
long time and had created a civilization in
the 3d millennium, commonly called “Sume-
rian,” of which Babylonian civilization was a
direct heir. See above MESOPOTAMIA IN
THE THIRD MILLENNIUM B.C. Some

Amorites were also living in the plain with
the Sumerians and Akkadians in the 3d mil-
lennium, but it was the massive immigration
of Amorite tribes around 2000 B.C. that trans-
formed the old order of things into Babylo-
nian civilization.

The oldest of the three peoples were the
Sumerians, who spoke a language which
cannot be identified with any known family
of languages. This is not unusual in the his-
tory of ancient SW Asia, where there were
many such tongues. Both Akkadian and
Amorite, on the other hand, belong to the
Semitic language family, a group which also
includes Hebrew and Arabic. The region
from which Semitic speakers spread was the
Syro-Arabian desert (as we shall see when
discussing other such groups, the Arameans
and Arabs). The origin of the Sumerians is
still debated.

The Sumerian language was in decline by
2000 B.C., being gradually replaced by Akka-
dian. This latter language was now being
influenced by Amorite, and out of this melt-
ing pot emerged the Babylonian dialect of
Akkadian. The other major Akkadian dialect
was Assyrian. A writing system called
cuneiform, which had been invented for
Sumerian a thousand years before, was bor-
rowed by the Babylonians to write their own
language. It is an indication of the influence
of Sumerian culture in Babylonia, however,
that the Babylonian scribes also continued to
write literary and learned works in Sume-
rian, a language which was no longer widely
spoken or understood. To the very end of
Babylonian civilization, religious rituals, sci-
entific compositions, and divinatory texts
were written either in Sumerian or in a tech-
nical jargon which consisted largely of
Sumerian logograms. But for affairs of state,
business transactions, and everyday inter-
change, the Babylonian dialect of Akkadian
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prevailed from about 2000 B.C. until about
700 or 600 B.C., when another Semitic lan-
guage, Aramaic, gradually gained popular-
ity. This phenomenon was linked to Babylo-
nian political and cultural history, as will be
discussed later. Aramaic first became the
everyday tongue and then slowly became
more common in the domain of business
and administration. At the same time, the
Aramaic writing system, which utilized an
alphabet, gained in favor. Nevertheless, Baby-
lonian Akkadian and the cuneiform script
continued to be used in some circles, essen-
tially temples, until the beginning of the
Christian era.

The borrowing of the cuneiform script and
the continued, albeit restricted, use of the
Sumerian language by the Babylonians were
not the only spheres in which a Sumerian
legacy is evident. In fact, Sumerian culture
permeated Babylonian civilization, and it is
no exaggeration to say that it is impossible to
understand Babylonian history without a
firm grounding in Sumerian history. Baby-
lonian literature, law, religion, socioeco-
nomic structure, and political structure all
bear witness to a pervasive Sumerian pres-
ence. This influence was most evident in S
Babylonia, the ancient center of Sumerian
culture, although even in such a city as Sip-
par far to the N there was abundant testi-
mony. Indeed, geography played a large role
in this cultural continuum, for it was natural
that later peoples, many of whom still had
Sumerian blood, living in the same region,
should carry on the same traditions. It is for-
tunate for us that the Babylonians were so
influenced by and in awe of Sumerian cul-
ture, for it is primarily thanks to the Babylo-
nians that so much of Sumerian literature
and religion is known today. Most Sumerian
literary and religious compositions were first
wril en down in the early OB period (see 2.

below) and deposited in libraries, the best of
which was at Nippur. The discovery of the
Nippur library in the last century opened to
modern eyes the riches of ancient Sumerian
civilization. Thus, in addition to Babylonia’s
own legacy (see K. below), her role in this
respect has earned our gratitude.

2. Early Old Babylonian Period (ca.
2017P793.c). The fall of the city-state of Ur
in S Babylonia ca. 2004 B.C. marked the end
of Sumerian civilization, while the founda-
tion of an Amorite dynasty at Isin, some dis-
tance N of Ur, in 2017 B.C.,, was the beginning
of Babylonian civilization. There was some
overlap, as evident from the dates, since the
founder of the Isin I dynasty, Ishbi-Erra, was
at first a vassal of Ibbi-Sin, the last king of Ur.
But as Ur was more and more surrounded
by enemies, primarily Amorite tribes and
Elamites, Ishbi-Erra became increasingly
independent. By the time Ur fell, Ishbi-Erra
had already been acting as an independent
ruler for some time.

The period of history which ensued is
characterized by the emergence of various
Amorite dynasties in various small city-
states, each of which was autonomous if only
for a brief time. Chaos and warfare between
these city-states were rife, and frequently
one or more of the city-states fell under the
power of another. In the confusion two city-
states, Isin and Larsa, 0" en commanded cen-
ter stage, however precariously, and thus the
Early OB era is 0" en called the Isin-Larsa
period.

a. The Amorites. The Amorites were
the moving force in this era, and it is this
aspect of them which must be discussed
here. The name Amorite embraces anumber
of Semitic-speaking tribes who came in large
numbers from Syria-Arabia to Babylonia,
and other parts of the Near East, toward the
end of the 3d millennium. They were semi-
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nomadsor donkeynomadsdespisedy the

residentsof Babyloniabecauseof their primi-
tive waysbut feared becauseof their berce
Pghting qualities. Some actually entered
Babylonia peacefully and took up menial

tasks,such as digging ditches.Indeed this

peaceful processhad been going on long

before 2000 B.c. But others entered with

force and capturedthe key centersin Baby
lonia. Gradually they, like all immigrantsto

Babylonia,adoptedthe Babylonianlanguage
and customsand eventhe later kingsof the

Amorite dynastiescommonly bore Babylo
nian namesSeealsoAMORITES

b. Isin. Thefounderof the Isin dynasty,
Ishbi-Erra, wasan Amorite from Mari, a city
on the middle Euphratesand he waspart of
a whole group of immigrants to Isin from
Mari. During his long reign (ca. 20178985
B.c) he not only becamethe independent
ruler of Isin but also gained control over
Nippur and Larsaand evenoverUr, to which
he had formerly been subservient.It is
apparentthat he wasstrugglingto hold sway
over the territory which formerly had been
the empire of Ur. It is not surprising,there-
fore,that he adoptedthe e! cientif complex
administrative system of the Ur bureau
cracy.A newelementappearsn his adminis
tration, however. O! cials in the state
bureaucracy at Isin were extremely obse
quious, as shown by the personal names
which they adopted(OlshbErrads-the-Life-
of-the-Land,00IshbErrads-the-God-of-His-
Land,@nd OlshbErrads-my-GodO).

The history of Isin &' er Ishbi-ErraOdeath
is a long tale of numerousrulers of limited
political power constantly vying with the
headsof other city-statedor the upperhand.
The Prst invasion of Babyloniaby Assyria
took placeduring this time. Of signibcance,
though, is the fact that cultural activity was
very much alive during this period and
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resulted,amongother things,in the rebuild-
ing of temples,the writing of literary compo
sitions, and the compilation of Olawcodes.O
Moreover, a custom of the ruler issuing
edictsto correctsocialand economicabuses
now becamenell established(Kraus,1984.)

c. Larsa.The dynastyof Larsawasalso
Amorite and was founded about the same
time as the dynasty of Isin, ca. 20258.c.
Unlike the Isin rulers,howeverthemembers
of the Larsadynastywerepolitically insignif-
icant until a certain Kudur-Mabuk crashed
into Larsaand madeit his center of opera
tions ca. 1834.c. Kudur-Mabuk wasthe col
orful and energeticheadof an Amorite tribe
called YamutBal.He and his tribe had been
employed as mercenariesby the Elamites,
but when he captured Larsa he regarded
himself asindependentand nothing further
isheardof Elam.

Kudur-Mabuk clearly had an ambitious
and long+ange policy. He seemsto have
treatedthe defeatedpeopleof Larsawell and
appointed his son, Warad-Sin, as ruler of
Larsa(ca.18348823.c) while he wandered
forth once more to seekhis fortune in war.
Thus,the sonlookeda' erthe administration
of the state,and the father captured more
territory for its domain. When Warad-Sin
died, presumablyat a relatively young age,
Kudur-Mabuk was still alive and took over
the administrationfor a time.But he had no
liking for o! cework,anda’ erafewmonths
he appointedanotherof hissonsRim-Sin,as
king of Larsa.

Rim-Sin wasdestinedto be the longestliv-
ing king in Babylonianhistory (ca.1822B763
B.Cc). His reign marks the high point in
LarsaOpolitical fortunes.In the early years
of his reign, Kudur-Mabuk paid careful
attention to him, an indication of his youth
and inexperience Eventually,however noth-
ing more is heard of Kudur-Mabuk, for the
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old warrior had obviouslydied at last.

Betweenabout 1820and 1804s.c, Rim-Sin
was very active,undertaking numerousmili-
tary campaignsHe graduallygainedcontrol
of all Babyloniaexceptthe north. In his thir-
tieth year (ca. 18048.c), he captured Isin.
This wasthe high point of his career,and it
was celebratedwith due pomp and circum-
stancelt is of particular interestthat heused
this victory to date subsequengeventsin his
reign. Thus, his thirty-brst year was called
OThebrstyearal er the king capturedlisinO;
his thirty-second year, OThesecond year
al er the king capturedIsin,Oetc. This isthe
Prstknown examplein history of an eradat-
ing systemlt wasshortdived, however for it
did not surviveRim-SinOdeath.

By the closeof the Early OB period anum-
ber of phenomenahad developed.Cultur-
ally, Babylonian civilization had passed
through its formativeyearsand wasreadyto
blossom. Politically, socially, and economi
cally, the scenewas still confused,but the
stagehad beensetfor the entranceof one of
BabyloniaQgreateskings,Hammurapi.

3. The Hammurapi Age (ca. 17928750
B.c). No king of Babylonia,with the excep
tion of NebuchadnezzalH, is sowell known
in modern times as Hammurapi. Although
he is never mentionedin the Bible, the dis-
covery of his famous OlawcodeCOn the last
century has made his name a household
word. Sincethen,industriousarchaeological
excavationand researchover more than a
century have presenteda fuller picture of
Hammurapi and his era. He was a giant
among giants, his chief opponents being
Rim-Sin of Larsa(discussedbove)thekings
of Mari, and ShamshiAdadl.

a. Mari. The discoveryin the 1930%f
the Mari archivesconsistingof about20,000
cuneiformtablets,wasthe singlemostimpor-
tant event in reconstructingthe history of
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the Hammurapiage Most of the documents
from Mari, located about 300 km upstream
from Babylon,arele" ersand administrative
texts, and from them we learn of the com-
plex politics of the time in which interna
tional intrigues and coalitions were com
monplace. Before the time of Hammurapi,
Mari was one of severalautonomouscity-

statesin N Mesopotamiaand Syriaand was
controlled by a dynasty of Amorite origin.

An early important king of Mari was Yah
dun-Lim, who claimed sovereignty over
statesasfar W asthe MediterraneanHe also
concluded working agreementswith the

seminomadidribes alongthe Euphrateghat

were perennial problemsfor Mari. But Mari

soonfell under the swayof ShamshiAdad I.

SeealsoMARI (ARCHAEOLOGY)

b. ShamshiAdad | (ca. 1813EY8%.c).
ShamshiAdad | was alsoof Amorite extrac
tion. During his successfumilitary careerhe
movedaround agreatdealbut Pnallyse' led
his capitalat ShubatEnlil in E Syria. At the
height of his power he controlled the city-
stateof Asshurand the areaof Assyria,and
he, or at leasthis supportersat Asshur,went
to some e#ort to promote the bction that
ShamshiAdad wasa rightful memberof the
ruling dynasty at Asshur. Thus, he was
regarded in later tradition as a king of
Assyria.lt is relevantto our purposethat he
capturedMari a er Yahduniim wasassassi
nated and appointed his younger son, Yas
mah-Adad, as governor of Mari. Ishme-
Dagan,his elder son,wasmadegovernorof
Ekallatum, just south of Asshur. Thus,
ShamshiAdad,with his two sonsyuled over
most of N MesopotamiaBy this time, how-
ever, Hammurapi had ascendedhe throne
at Babylon.

c. Hammurapi (ca. 17928Y50 B.C).
Hammurapi was the sixth member of the
Prst dynasty of Babylon, another Amorite
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dynasty. When he ascendedthe throne,
Babylonwasonly one of a few city-statesof
medium power.Earlier kingsof Babylonhad
laid the foundationsof political and military

power brmly; neverthelesswith suchfoesas
Rim-Sin to the S and ShamshiAdad to the
N, Babylonwasnot an obviouscandidatefor

supremacy. But Hammurapi made it

supreme,conquering the other statesand
inaugurating a cultural golden agein Baby
lonia. Indeed, this is the brsttime one can
speak of OBabylonia@s a unibed political

entity.

The nameHammurapiis actually Amorite,
and since his two immediate predecessors
bore Akkadian namesthis suggestsreturn
to ancestralvalues.In this samevein, Ham-
murapi made extensive use of Amorite
troopsin his conquestsHe wasnot merelya
warrior, however.He frequently used inter-
national diplomacyto achievehis ends,asis
apparent from the Mari archives.Peaceful
measuresverethe salientfeaturesof the brst
half of his reign.He carried onfriendly corre-
spondencewith ShamshiAdad I, and there
may actually havebeenatreaty betweenthe
two rulers. Similarly, there is someevidence
of a treaty with Rim-Sin in thoseearly years.
This is suggestecby HammurapiOsending
of his troops to defeatsomenomadswhich
had harasseRim-SinOgerritory.

But the scenechanged when Shamshi-
Adad died and Eshnunnaga city-stateon the
Diyala river, formed an alliance with Elam
and marched against Mari. The death of
ShamshiAdad also led to a revolution at
Mari, where Zimri-Lim, son of the assassi
nated Yahduniim, gainedcontrol. In faceof
the dramatically changed political scene,
Hammurapi allied himself with Zimri-Lim
and thus forestalled the a empt of the
ElamoEshnunnacoalitionto captureMari.

Zimri-Lim and Hammurapi remained
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good allies for many years, exchanging
friendly le! ers (of which many have sur-
vived) and helping each other in time of

need.Neverthelessthey eachhad agentsin

the otherOsourt who reported regularly on

the otherOmovementsThe king of Mari was
wise to be on the alert, for eventuallyHam-
murapi became more active militarily, his

principal targetnow being Rim-Sin at Larsa.
The campaignagainstLarsalastedbveyears,
at the end of which the city and its territory

fell to Hammurapi and was absorbedinto

the Babylonianstate.

Now that Hammurapi controlled all of S
Mesopotamia,it is not surprising that he
turned his a ention northwards.Hea acked
Zimri-Lim at Mari and wasimmediatelysuc
cessful.Over the next few yearshe consolt
dated his hold over Mari and expandedhis
domain to embraceAsshur and the areain
between. Now Hammurapi was king not
only of the Babylonianplain but alsoof the
area which would eventually be called
Assyria.

The ageof Hammurapiwasnot just one of
military clashes.The OlawcodeCfor which
Hammurapi has becomeso famousin mod-
ern times is an exampleof the concernthe
king had for justice.This is amply borne out
by the royal correspondencéound at Larsa,
in which the king dealswith individual com
plaints over land rights and related prob-
lems.It is veryclearfrom this archivethat the
Babylonian monarch was accessiblgo any
subject who had a just grievance.In fact,
Hammurapi was, so far as one can tell, as
good an administratorashe wasa diplomat
and soldier.In religion,the Sumerianbeliefs
and practicesstill prevailed,but there were
some changes.Shamash,the sun-god and
chief god of the N stateof Sippar,now came
to prominence.A curious institution at Sip-
par, consistingof celibatewomenbeingded-
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icated to Shamashwasfavoredby Hammu-
rapi. In general, however, there was a ten-
dency toward the economic weakening of
the temple in favor of the palace.This pro-
cessheganin the 3dmillennium asaresultof
the wealth that was brought back by the
campaigning kings and deposited in the
palaces.Finally, literature in the Akkadian
language was Rourishing by the age of
Hammurapi, and many modern critics
believethat this wasthe period of Oclassical
Babylonian,Qust as5th-century Athenswas
thetime of Oclassic@reek.O

4. The Fall of Babylon (ca. 1750£695
B.c). The decadesal er HammurapiOdeath
sawthe levelingo" of Babylonianpowerand
then gradual decline. Samsuiduna (ca.
17498713.c), HammurapiOson and succes
sor, managed to maintain his hold over
much of the territory he had inherited. But
already in his time seriouscompetition for
supremacy,never really suppressedcame
againto the fore. Chief amongthe compett
tors were the Kassitesthe peopleof the Sea-
Land, and Rim-Sin Il of Larsa.lt is these
forces which gradually weakened Babylc
nian might,leadingto itsfall.

The KassitesverebPrstmentionedby name
in wri#en documents from the reign of
SamsuHuna. In fact,thereis areferenceto a
Kassitearmy. It is apparentfrom this, and
from their subsequentseizureof power at
Babylon (ca.1595})hat they continuedto be
troublesometo Babylonia throughout the
two centuriesunder discussionbut fewfacts
havesofar beenrecoveredo provethis.

More concrete information is available
aboutthe OSe#and,a literal translation of
the Akkadianexpressiorm! t t! mtimusedto
describethe areaof the marsheson the N
periphery of the Arabian/PersianGulf, part
of the homeland of the Sumerians.About
the time of the foundation of the Prst
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dynasty of Babylon,a dynasty of the Sea-
Land emergedand eventually produced its
most powerful king, llimaila, who wasa con-
temporary of Samsuluna. llimaila chipped
away at BabylonOsS holdings and even
gained control for a time over Nippur. The
Seat and kings continued to wax in power
until the end of the brstdynastyof Babylon
when the Seatand, like Babylon,was con
queredby the Kassites.

During the reign of SamsuHuna yet a
third power,Rim-Sin Il of Larsa,challenged
Babylonian suzerainty. This Rim-Sin, a
nephew of the great Rim-Sin, managedto
gain independencefor Larsafor perhapsas
long as bPveyears.From there he expanded
his inBuence farther abeld but eventually
was defeated at Kish, near Babylon, and
killed. This le! Babylon,the Seatand, and
the Kassitesasthe three major powersin the
areauntil thefall of Babylon.

Very li#le information is availableconcern
ing the eventsleading up to the fall of Baby
lon. The dearth of documentationis in itself
atestimonyto the chaoticnature of &' airsin
the la#ter daysof the prstdynasty of Baby
lon. Only one fact is well documented Baby
lon was actually capturedca.159%.c. by a
Hi#ite king, Murshili 1, who looted the city
and then withdrew. How it cameaboutthat a
Hi#ite army wassofar from homeandthat it
retreated so quickly are mysteries,but the
facts are a#testedto in both Babylonianand
Hi#ite sourcesThe peoplewho gainedfrom
this raid werethe Kassiteswho now entered
Babylon and establishedthere a dynasty
which lastedfor four centuries.

5. The Kassites. The Kassites,unlike
other major migrants to Babyloniasuch as
the Amorites or Arameans, remain very
much of an enigma. There is doubt about
their origin, their languagebelongsto no
known family of languagesand they le! lit-
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tle of their culture asalegacyto Babylonian
civilization. Part of the reasonfor our lack of
factsaboutthemis,no doubt,that theywere
conbned to Mesopotamia,whereas other
large groups such as the Amorites and
Arameans also had an impact on Syria-
Palestine,and thus we learn about them
from the Bible.

It is clear that the Kassiteswere illiterate
nomads who probably came into
Mesopotamidrom the central Asiansteppes
either through the Caucasusmountains or
the Iranian plateau. Virtually nothing of
their language has survived, for they
adoptedthe Babylonianlanguagenhenthey
learnedto write in cuneiform.They lived on
the periphery of Mesopotamiafor some
time, possibly severalcenturies,before tak-
ing control at Babylon ca. 1595As noted
above,they are brst mentionedby namein
Babylonian documentationin the reign of
Samsuiuna, where they are in the form of
an army; but, no doubt, peaceful Kassite
penetration of Babylonia had gone on for
sometime before.

From SamsuilunaO$me onwards thereis
evidence that Kassiteswere pressing into
Babylonia both in armed bands and by
peacefulmeans.The la" er method is illus-
trated by Babylonian documentsin which
Kassitesare listed as herdsmen and har-
vesters.More information about this early
phase can be gleaned from a Babylonian
king list, which givesthe namesn succession
of the OKassiteDynastyOin Babylonia.
Although thelist isin part badlybroken,it is
apparentfrom the large number of names
and from synchronismswith later kings of
Assyria that the earliest rulers in this list
could not have beenresidentin Babylonia.
In other words,the list seemso beginwith
the time when the Kassiteshad movedinto
the Mesopotamian periphery, long before
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they captured Babylon ca. 159%.c. In this
early era the rulers could have beenli”le
morethan tribal chiefs.The brstsuchleader,
Gandash,was probably a contemporaryof
SamsuHduna and thereforethe onewho led
the KassiteOarmy@gainstthat king. Nothing
is known about subsequentrulers, other
than their names, until the accessionof
Agumll (theninth in thelist), who wasprob-
ablythe brstKassitdo rule at Babylon.

6. Middle Babylonian Period (ca.
1595800 B.c). The Middle Babylonian
period coverstwo ruling dynastiesat Baby
lon: the Kassitedynastyand the 2d dynasty
of Isin. The two are divided by an invasion
and captureof Babyloniaby the Elamitesca.
1157.c. Each dynasty produced one out-
standing monarch, Kurigalzu of the Kassite
dynasty and Nebuchadnezzat of the Isin
dynasty.During the two dynastiesand par-
ticularly during the reigns of the two kings
just mentioned,the culture and economyof
Babyloniathrived. There were, nonetheless,
long periodsof depressiorcausedargely by
theinroadsof Elamitesand Assyrians.

a. Kassite Dynasty. Agum Il seemsto
have been the Kassiteking who Prst took
control of Babylona! er the Hi"ite raid ca.
1598.c.He ruled overBabyloniaandthe east
Tigris region, the pbrst area of Kassitepres
ence.With one exceptionthe eventsof his
reign are virtually unknown: he won back
from the Hi" ites the cult statueof Marduk,
the tutelary god of Babylon,which had been
part of the booty carried o# in the Hi"ite
raid. When the statuewasreturned, it was
installed with much pomp and ceremonyin
the newly renovatedtemple of Esagil,sym
bolizing the return of BabylonOrtunes.In
subsequent centuries MardukOs statue
would again be seizedas booty on no less
than four occasions,each one marking a
drasticdeclinein BabylonOsorale.

I"H$96&'()*%$+)B-$.)/012')3$*&45%")&)89:;)<=)>$2'+1'%):67)@:;;A "


http://www.logos.com/

In tracing the history of Babylonia we must
now skip over more than two centuries, for
lack of documentation, to the 14th century
B.C. In this era letters found at Amarna, on
the upper Nile in Egypt, suddenly illuminate
the darkened stage, for many of these letters
are from Babylonian kings to the pharaoh.
See AMARNA LETTERS. The language of
the letters is Babylonian and the script is
cuneiform, evidence that Babylonian was the
lingua franca of the Near East in the 14th cen-
tury B.C. The Amarna Letters show that Baby-
lonia was now accepted as a major power in
the Near East and that its kings dealt as
equals with the Egyptian monarchs. The
main theme of the correspondence is an
exchange of Egyptian gold for Babylonian
princesses, who would enter the pharaoh’s
harem. It is reasonably obvious, then, that a
treaty existed between the two nations. If
written copies of such a treaty ever existed,
they have not survived, and one can only
surmise what the purpose was. But Egypt
was very worried about the power of Mitanni
in E Syria and also the Hittite invasion of W
Syria. Egyptian interests would have been
helped by a friendly ally on the other side of
those two powers, and that consideration
would lie behind any treaty.

The Amarna Letters provide a hint of the
decline in Babylonia’s importance, after a
time, in Egyptian eyes. The Babylonian king
began to complain that Assyrian ambas-
sadors were being received at Amarna. This
may have been shortly before Babylonia
actually became a puppet state of Assyria
under Ashur-uballit I (ca. 1364-1329 B.C.), for
letters of Ashur-uballit to the pharaoh were
also found at Amarna. Just how Assyria
gained ascendancy over Babylonia is still to
be explained by future discoveries. What is
known is that the daughter of Ashur-uballit
was married to the Kassite king of Babylonia.

The Babylonians rebelled against this king
and put a usurper on the throne. Ashur-
uballit invaded Babylonia to avenge his son-
in-law, put down the revolt, and installed
another man as king. This information
comes from two documents, the Synchronis-
tic History and Chronicle P (see
HISTORIOGRAPHY [MESOPOTAMIA]
and TCS 5), which disagree in certain details
although they both have the general outline
presented here.

At some time after Ashur-uballit’s inva-
sion, Babylonia regained independence and
entered the greatest era of the Kassite period,
the reign of Kurigalzu. This king not only
held the Assyrians at bay, but he probably
defeated their army on one occasion in a
pitched battle at Sugaga, a place just south of
the city of Asshur. He also launched success-
ful campaigns against Elam, capturing the
Elamite king, and possibly also the Sea-Land.
Like most Babylonian rulers, he was a great
builder. He erected temples and palaces at
various cities, but his chief concern, and
indeed creation, was the founding of Dur-
Kurigalzu (“fortress of Kurigalzu”). At this
city, virtually a suburb of modern Baghdad,
he constructed a complex of temples and
palaces which have been under excavation
for the last four decades by Iraqgi archaeolo-
gists. The temple tower (ziggurat) of Dur-
Kurigalzu is still in large part standing today
and dominates the surrounding landscape.

With the death of Kurigalzu, Babylonian
history is again obscure, and apart from men-
tion of occasional clashes with Assyria, little
is known for a century or more. One of these
encounters with Assyria, during the reign of
Tukulti-Ninurta I (1244-1208 B.C.), led to an
Assyrian invasion of Babylonia and to the
death of its king, Kashtiliash IV. The Assyri-
ans looted Babylon and carried off the Mar-
duk statue. For a brief period afterward,
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Babyloniawasruled by AssyriaThe deathof

Tukulti-Ninurta meant freedom again for

the Babylonians,and during the next few
decadesBabylonianot only remainedinde-
pendent but may have exercised some
authority overatemporarily weakAssyriaas
well. During this time the Marduk statue
must havebeenreturned,althoughno spect
bPc record has been preserved. Major

changesweretaking placewithin Babylonia
in this period, these changes centering
around a religious revolution which

inevitably had a political and economic
impact. The controversy aswe know from a
recently published Babylonian epic, was
instigated by the a'empt to recognizeo# -
cially the god Marduk asking of the gods.
The nobles of Babylonia supported the

causeand, a er a struggle,forced the king

Adadshumaudur (1218F18%.c) to accede
to certain demands.Precisely what these
wereis unknown,sincethe epicis badly bro-
ken(Graysonl97%5687).

The end of the Kassitedynastywasrapidly
approaching.During the oneyear reign of
Zababashumaiddina (11608.c), both the
Elamites and the Assyriansinvaded Babylo
nia from di%erentsides.The Kassitedynasty
wasnow to" ering, althoughits lastmember,
Enlil-nadin-ahhe, managed to hold onto
power for three years before an Elamite
a'ackin 1158.c. capturedand carried him
0%to Elam. The statueof Marduk wasalso
removed. The destruction of the Kassite
dynastyby the Elamiteswascommemorated
in various Babylonian literary works and
won for the Elamitesa notoriousreputation,
whichwould endurefor centuries.

While the Kassites had li"le cultural
impact upon Babylonian civilization, much
happenedin the cultural sphereduring their
four centuriesof power. As noted already,
the god Marduk was moving up in rank to
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becomeking of the gods,and Dur-Kurigalzu
is a lasting monument to Kassitebuilding
endeavorsin literature there wasmuch edit-
ing and organization going on, and most
Babylonian literary works, such as the Gik
gameslEpic,were giventheir Pnalform dur-
ing this period. In addition, many original
poetic works, mainly about such Kassite
kings as Kurigalzu, were composedin this
era. The cultural impactof Babyloniaon the
West, on the other hand, is apparentfrom
the discoveryof a cacheof inscribed stone
sealof the Kassiteypeat Thebesn Greece.

b. Second Dynasty of Isin. Al er the
Kassite dynasty fell, there is obscurity in
Babylonianhistory for abrief period.During
this time a new dynasty,the Osecondsin
dynasty,@vasfoundedat Isin and eventually
producedone of the mostimportant kingsof
the Middle Babylonian period, Nebuchad
nezzarl (1133R16.c; not to be confused
with Nebuchadnezzall of the Bible).By the
time he ascendedhe throne the capitalwas
onceagainBabylonrather than Isin or Dur-
Kurigalzu.

Nebuchadnezzar becameamousin Baby
lonian history for two major reasonswhich
are closelylinked. The Pbrstreasonis that he
led one or more highly successfulexpedi
tions into Elam and severelyba' ered this
hatedenemy.Dramatic detailsof part of this
invasionare narratedin the text of a Babylo
nian boundary stone whereinwe readof the
heat and thirst which a&icted the Babylo
nian soldierswho, neverthelessconquered
the Elamite army. We learn from the same
source that the chariotry was patrticularly
e¥ectivein winning the day.Elamwasdevas
tated and looted, and among the plunder
brought backto Babyloniawasthe statueof
Marduk. This, the return of MardukOstatue,
wasthe secondreasorfor NebuchadnezzarO:
fame in Babylonian tradition. As remarked
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above, there is a pattern in Babylonian his-
tory revolving around the occasions when
the statue was abducted by an enemy and
later brought back. This, the third such time,
was used by the Babylonian king to proclaim
officially that Marduk was king of the gods.
The movement in this direction, which must
go back to the time of Hammurapi, gained
momentum in late Kassite times, as observed
when speaking of the rebellion against Adad-
shuma-usur. Now the time was ripe to make
the formal proclamation. The temple of
Esagil was renovated for the occasion, and
special hymns and poems were composed.
The statue of Marduk was led down the
great processional way, lined with Babyloni-
ans, and was accompanied by the statues of
lesser deities. Once Marduk was installed
upon his dais, and after the proper cere-
monies and rituals had been performed, the
other gods were returned to their shrines.
Marduk now reigned supreme. His statue
was not disturbed again until 689 B.C. (see
D.8.c. below).

One final event known about the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar I is that he made two
attacks on Assyrian border towns. Our only
source, the Assyrian Synchronistidistory,
says these attacks were unsuccessful. Even if
this is true, the fact that Babylonia, not
Assyria, was the aggressor is an indication of
the relative strength of the two.

The subsequent kings of the second Isin
dynasty are of minor importance, with the
exception of Marduk-nadin-ahhe (1098-1081
B.C.), who raided the Assyrian border town of
Ekallatu and carried off the statues of its
gods. These statues remained in Babylonia
for centuries, despite long periods of weak-
ness, until Sennacherib recaptured them in
the 7th century B.C. As the end of the 2d mil-
lennium approached, Babylonia once more
entered a dark period. The Aramean inva-

sions considerably constricted her ambitions
and caused serious disruptions within Baby-
lonia itself. In the wake of these incursions, a
restored and even more vigorous Assyria
pressed down upon Babylonia’s N border.

7.  Babylonia and Assyria (ca. 1000-627
B.C.). a. A Period of Weakness (ca. 1000-748
B.C.). During the 2d millennium Assyria
increasingly became an important back-
ground presence in Babylonian history, and
in the 1st half of the 1st millennium this was
even more evident. Other peoples and pow-
ers, such as the Arameans and Elamites, had
a significant impact upon Babylonia, but it
was Assyria which gradually gained the lead-
ing control over Babylonia. At the beginning
of the 1st millennium Babylonia was inde-
pendent once again, for Assyria was strug-
gling against the Arameans for its very sur-
vival. The Arameans penetrated Babylonia,
too, winning land and wealth and causing
much chaos.

There is more detailed information avail-
able for the 9th century B.C., which shows
that Babylonia and Assyria, after some minor
skirmishing, were on good terms. The first
important Babylonian king of the millen-
nium, Nabu-apla-iddina (ca. 887-885 B.C.),
had a treaty with his Assyrian counterparts.
His reign is a highlight in a bleak period of
Babylonian history. The country’s borders
were secure, internal stability prevailed, and
energy was devoted to reconstruction and
restoration. For example, thanks to the dis-
covery of a text of Nabu-apla-iddina’s
inscribed on a stone tablet, we know that the
king sponsored the rebuilding of the temple
of the sun-god (Shamash) at Sippar.

When Nabu-apla-iddina died, his succes-
sor, Marduk-zakir-shumi I (ca. 854-819 B.C.),
renewed the old treaty with Assyria, which
was now ruled by Shalmaneser III (858-824
B.C.). There is actually an Assyrian relief
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showingthe two kingsclaspinghandsto seal
the agreement.The renewal of the treaty
proved advantageousfor Marduk-zakir-
shumi; when his brother led arebellion and
seized some of Babyloniafor himself, Mar-
duk-zakirshumi called upon Shalmaneser
to intervene, invoking the treaty between
them. The Assyrianrespondedby al acking
and defeatingthe brother and restoringthe
kingdom intact to Marduk-zakirshumi.
A" er this incident, Babyloniacontinued to
enjoy peacewith Assyriaand generalpros
perity. In fact, Babyloniasubsequentlywas
able to repay ShalmaneserOgvor. When
Shalmanesemwas g ing very old, a major
rebellion broke out in Assyriaand continued
for someyears.It appearsthat one of Shat
maneserQsons,ShamshiAdad, soughtand
gained Babylonian support. A fragmentary
copy of atreaty betweenShamshiAdad and
Marduk-zakirshumi | testiPes to this,
although the Babylonianking usedthe occa
sionto demotethe Assyrianto alower status
sothat in the treaty he appearsasthe lesser
party. When the rebellion had been sup-
pressedand ShamshiAdad,the P" h king of
that name, had been crowned, he invaded
Babylonia, presumably out of revengefor
the humiliating treaty imposed upon him.
This is the brsttime for almostacenturythat
there was open conf3ict between the two
states. ShamshiAdad V led three expedt
tions into Babylonia,capturing major Baby
lonian cities,including Babylon,and Babylo
niawasforcedto paytribute.

The AssyrianAdad-harari lll (810883s.c)
continued the aggressive stance toward
Babylonia, although it is unknown how
many campaigns he sent there. A treaty
favorabletoward Assyriawasimposedupon
Babylonia,which again had to pay tribute.
Fortunatelyfor Babyloniathis reign marked
the end of atroublesometime with Assyria.
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By the end of Adad-narariOseign, Assyria
was once again hard pressedby another
power,this time Urartu, and had no time to
meddle in Babylonia.Thus for the prsthalf
of the 8th century B.c, Babylonia free of for-
eign invasion,seemedto bein a position to
enjoy peacefulpursuits.However thereisno
clear evidenceof economicprosperityor cul-
tural development during this phase.
Indeed,eventhe political history is obscure,
which suggeststhat Babylonia was expert
encing somedi# culties. There is someindi-
cation of a major religious upheavalat the
Ishtar temple in Uruk. Whether or not this
wasmorewidely spreadis unknown.

b. Under Assyrian Control (ca. 747-627
B.c.). BabyloniaOfate was closely linked to
that of Assyriathroughout this era, particu-
larly soin the Sargonidagein AssyriaWhen
Tiglath-pileser 1l (744827 B.c) took the
Assyrian throne, Nabu-asir (747134 B.Cc)
had barely begunhis rule at Babylon,arule
that held great promise for Babylonia:the
borders were secure,the state was stable
internally, the king encouragediterary and
scientibc projects (including astronomical
observations and chronicle writing), and
Tiglath-pileser 1l concluded a treaty with
Nabu-nasir.

The death of Nabu-masir brought an
abrupt end to BabyloniaO®rtunes.Mukin-
zer,the leader of a tribe of Chaldeansin S
Babyloniaa emptedto seizethe Babylonian
throne, forcing Tiglath-pileserlll to respond
by invading Babylonia, pushing Mukin-zer
and his forcesback south, and having him-
self crownedasking of Babylonia.Thus,for
the prsttime, Assyriaand Babyloniawere a
united kingdom, ruled by an Assyrian
monarch.

To understandsubsequeneventsin Baby
lonian history, it is necessaryto look briel3y
at the various groups now presentin the
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Babylonian plain, for the Babylonian popula-
tion was quite heterogeneous. Essentially
there were four elements: “native” Babyloni-
ans, Elamites, Arameans, and Chaldeans. To
this one must add a small group of Assyrians
who came to Babylonia under the Sargonids
as soldiers and administrators. Each of these
groups had special interests and goals which
frequently clashed with those of the others.
Thus, throughout the Sargonid age Babylo-
nia suffered from internecine unrest, and
this caused Assyria to invade frequently, for
Assyrian kings wanted both a subordinate
and a stable neighbor to the south.

The most active of all anti-Assyrian agita-
tors in Babylonia at this time
MERODACH-BALADAN II. He was the
leader of a Chaldean tribe called Yakin and
first took an active military role toward the
end of Tiglath-pileser III's reign. When Sar-
gon II (721-705 B.C.) ascended the Assyrian
throne, Merodach-baladan had himself
crowned king at Babylon. The Assyrian tried
unsuccessfully to depose Merodach-bal-
adan, who ruled Babylonia for the next
decade. But in 710 B.C, Sargon finally
defeated the Chaldeans, and Merodach-bal-
adan took refuge in the S marshes.

Our sources for this period are primarily
Assyrian, and their view is that Merodach-
baladan and other active figures in Babylo-
nia were “rebels” or “usurpers”
oppressed Babylonia, and it was only the
Assyrians who restored peace and prosper-
ity. This may, in part, be true, but the Assyri-
ans were still making a profit out of Babylo-
nia to the latter’s disadvantage. This is evi-
dent from the increasing resistance to Assyr-
ian rule, which came to a head in the reign of
Sennacherib (704-681 B.C.).

Babylonia, as represented by Merodach-
baladan and other leaders, staunchly
resisted Sennacherib. Merodach-baladan

was

who

actually regained the throne at Babylon
briefly in 703 B.C., forcing the Assyrian to
turn from other concerns (Palestine) and
invade Babylonia. Merodach-baladan again
fled south to the marshes, but over the next
few years he stirred up opposition to the
Assyrian occupation. Sennacherib
attempted to rule Babylonia through puppet
kings while he led the Assyrian army in an
abortive attempt to capture Merodach-bal-
adan. The critical point in this phase of
Assyro-Babylonian affairs was the entry of
Elam into the fray. The Elamites invaded
Babylonia, captured Sennacherib’s son and
heir (who had been crowned king of Babylo-
nia), and carried him off to exile and death.

Sennacherib was enraged by this, regard-
ing it as Babylonian treachery. He launched
vicious campaigns first against Elam and
then against Babylonia, finally capturing
Babylon itself in 689 B.c. He boasted that he
had looted, burnt, and destroyed the city
(LAR 2: 339—41). The statue of Marduk was
taken away to Assyria. This was one of the
lowest points in Babylonian history. Its capi-
tal city was in ruins, and its tutelary god was
gone.

The next Assyrian king, Esarhaddon
(680-669 B.C.), set himself the task of reconcil-
iation with and reconstruction of Babylonia.
This was a wise policy and won for him a
reign untroubled on the S border. Esarhad-
don ordered and had carried out the rebuild-
ing of Babylon and in particular of Marduk’s
temple, Esagil. The god’s statue was not actu-
ally returned until after Esarhaddon’s death.
For some unknown reason, Esarhaddon had
decided that when he died his kingdom
would be divided between two of his sons,
and thus Ashurbanipal (668-627 B.C.) came
to rule over Assyria and Shamash-shuma-
ukin (667-648 B.C.) to rule over Babylonia. It
was a major error, for it was only a matter of
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time before war broke out between the
brothers. Shamashshumaukin, although
an Assyrian had the supportof Babyloniain
his dispute with his brother. To this he
added the aid of the Elamitesand Arabs.
Increasinguneasebroke into openbal le in
6528.c. and continued for four yearsto 648
B.C. Assyriaquickly gainedthe upper hand,
and, a'er a long siege,Babylon fell and
Shamashshumaukin perishedin his burn-
ing palace (LAR 2: 78908). Ashurbanipal
now ruled Babyloniathrough a puppetking,
Kandalanu (647B27),but li! le is known of
thoseyears.

Given the tumultuous political scenein
Babyloniaduring the Sargonidage,it is no
surprisethat cultural and economicpursuits
did not Bourish. There were brief periods
when businesscould be conducted some
what normally, of course,and there is slight
evidenceof literary activity, but taken asa
wholeit wasaverybadtime for Babylonia.

8. The Neo-Babylonian Empire
(626539 B.C.). a. Imperial Beginnings
(626—605 B.C.). Out of the ashef aBabylonia
scorchedby the Assyriansn 689and 648g.c.
rose a new dynasty destined to establish
both an independentBabyloniaand Babylc
nian rule over the former Assyrianempire.
The founder of this dynastywasNabopolas
sar (625b05 B.c), a Chaldean who was
crowned king at Babylon a' er defeatingan
Assyrian army in Babylonia. No details of
Nabopolassar®sckgroundare known; nor
is there much brm evidenceabout the situa
tion beforethe eventsleadingup to his coro-
nation. It is apparenthowever that the Baby
lonians were actively rebelling againstthe
Assyriansand trying to expel them from
their land. Nabopolassatbecamethe cham
pion of this freedombght,andin 6268.c.he
led Babyloniantroopsto lay siegeto Nippur,
which contained an Assyriangarrison.The
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siegewaslengthy and the peoplesoimpover-
ished that someof them, as we know from

contractsdiscoveredat Nippur, wereforced
to selltheir children into slaverysothat they
could buy food. Eventually the siegewas
li" ed when an Assyrianarmy arrived and
pursued the Babylonian troops as far as
Babylon.In abal le outside BabylonOwalls,
the Assyrianswere defeated.This was the
last al ack Assyria ever made on Babylon.
The Babylonianswere so elated by this suc
cesghat they crownedNabopolassaastheir

king, thus founding anewdynasty.The new
monarchOsrst act was to return to the
Elamites statues of their gods which the
Assyrians had abducted and brought to

Babyloniamany yearsearlier. This indicated
a bPrm bond of friendship betweenthe two

statesElam,however had becomeveryweak
as aresult of the raids of Ashurbanipaland

in future yearsplayedno meaningfulrole in

Babyloniana#airs.

During the early years of NabopolassarOs
reign, the Babylonian o#ensive went from
successto successand Assyria gradually
withdrew to the north. When Nabopolassar
pushedup to the Upper Euphratesregion,
Egypt became alarmed and sent aid to
Assyria(616gs.c). Suchan alliancehad never
existedbeforeand is asymbolof the momen
tous changes occurring in ancient Near
Easternpolitics. About the sametime that
Egyptaligneditself with Assyria,the Medes
allied themselveswith the BabyloniansThe
Medeshad long beenestablishedn W Iran
and more recently had spreadtheir control
westwardinto easternand central Anatolia.
For the next four yearsthe Medesand Baby-
lonians pounded away at Assyrianholdings
and at the Assyrianheartland itself. In 614
Asshurwascaptured.Then,in 612the allies
laid siegeto Nineveh. The siegelasted all
summer before the city fell. A remnant of
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Assyrians escaped W to Harran, where a
mini-Assyrian dynasty was established.
Nabopolassar, supported by the Medes,
alacked Harran in 610 and forced the com-
bined armies of Assyria and Egypt to flee to
Syria. In 609 this army returned and made a
vain alempt to dislodge the Babylonians and
Medes from Harran.

The decisive balle between the two sides
came in 605 at Carchemish. Egypt now stood
alone, for nothing is ever heard again of an
Assyrian army. By this time the Babylonian
army was being led in alternate years by the
king Nabopolassar and his son and heir
Nebuchadnezzar. In 605 the son was in
charge of the expedition. Nebuchadnezzar
led a surprise alack on the Egyptian army at
Carchemish. The Egyptians were caught
inside the walls but managed to break out
and avoid being sealed in by a siege. The
fighting was fierce, and the Egyptians even-
tually broke and ran with the Babylonians in
hot pursuit, slaying every man they could
catch. This was the ultimate victory for Baby-
lonia. Assyria was destroyed, and Egypt had
lost any credibility in Asia. Eventually the
Babylonians would follow this up by cam-
paigning to and claiming all of Syria-Pales-
tine. But there was a slight delay. News
arrived a''er the Balle of Carchemish that
Nabopolossar had died. Nebuchadnezzar
returned swi''ly to Babylon, where he was
crowned king.

b. The Empire (604856 B.C).
Nebuchadnezzar II (604-562 B.C.) is widely
known by readers of the Bible as the king
responsible for the sack of Jerusalem and the
exile of many of its inhabitants in 587 B.C. Be
that as it may, Babylonia reached its greatest
heights as a political power during his reign,
and the Babylonian empire came to include
essentially the same territory as the Assyrian
empire. This extension of power was the

result of vigorous campaigning by
Nebuchadnezzar. No sooner were the coro-
nation ceremonies over for Nebuchadnezzar,
a"'er the death of his father, then he has-
tened back to Syria to resume his campaign-
ing. He had defeated the Egyptians at Car-
chemish in 605 B.C., but this did not automat-
ically bring Syria-Palestine under Babylo-
nian control. In the following years he led a
series of expeditions W of the Euphrates.
Sometimes local rulers acknowledged him as
lord and paid tribute without question; at
other times, they resisted and the Babylo-
nian army laid siege to their cities.

By 601 Nebuchadnezzar felt his hold over
Syria-Palestine was strong enough to permit
a campaign against Egypt. This was a mis-
take. A pitched balle between the two forces
in Egypt resulted in a stalemate, and
Nebuchadnezzar, choosing discretion, led
his army back to Babylon. A"er a year spent
repairing the damage to his army and
equipment, he resumed his Syrian cam-
paigns. This was urgent, for the Babylonian
humiliation in Egypt had encouraged W
states to rebel. One such state was the king-
dom of Judah and its capital, Jerusalem.
Jerusalem during this period was torn
between two factions, one pro-Egyptian and
one pro-Babylonian. The king, Jehoiakim,
and his supporters were in favor of siding
with the Egyptians, but the prophet
Jeremiah preferred the Babylonians.
Although Jehoiakim had paid tribute to
Babylonia a"'er the Balle of Carchemish,
Babylonia’s ignominious withdrawal from
Egypt in 601 led him to renounce his alle-
giance to Babylonia and throw in his lot with
Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar could not let this
key center fall away, and so in 597 he
besieged and captured Jerusalem. He
appointed a new king, Zedekiah, and
imposed a heavy tribute. Jehoiakin, son of
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Jehoiakimwho had died, his family, and
many leading citizensweretakenascaptives
to Babylon, and modern excavationshave
unearthed some of the lists of rations for
these prisoners.This event wasthe prst of
two disasters for Jerusalem. Egypt, as
Jeremiahhad predicted did notintervene.

In the yearsa er 597,Zedekiah allowed
himself gradually to be persuadedby those
who favored Egypt. Eventually, with a
promiseof Egyptiansupport,he abandoned
allegianceto Babylonia,refusingto pay trib-
ute. In 587Nebuchadnezzaragain invaded
Judah, capturing various cities as he
marched on JerusalemTheseJudeancities
were not plundered but weretreated merck
fully in adeliberatea’ empt to weakenthe
resolveof JerusalemCiefenders Therefore,
when Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to
Jerusalem, Jeremiah and his supporters
pointed to the lenient treatment of other
cities and vainly urged capitulation. Mean
while, the Egyptianarmy movedinto Judah
and tried, unsuccessfullyto li! the Babylo
nian siege.Then the Babylonianscaptured
Jerusalem.The city was plundered and
destroyed,its leaders were executed,and
most of the remaining population were car-
ried o# in exileto Babylonia.

True to Babylonian tradition, Nebuchad
nezzarwasasmuchabuilder andapatron of
culture as he was a military leader. The
wealth and political security which his cam
paigns produced enabled him to pursue
these activities with unexcelled results.His
building programat Babylonwasextensive,
involving major replanning and new con-
struction. He built a new palace by the
Euphratesat the N edgeof the city. Thewalls
also were rebuilt, and a bridge was con
structed to facilitate communication
betweenthe two partsof Babylonthat lay on
oppositesidesof the river. The templetower
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(ziggurat)the legendaryTower of Babelwas
completely restored, as was the temple of
Esagil, MardukOshrine, adjacentto it. The
origin of the legendaryideaof the OHanging
Gardens of BabylonO (oneof the OSeven
Wonders of the Ancient WorldO)may have
beenthe live vegetationgrowingatthe top of
the ziggurat that, from a distance,would
haveappearedo toweroverthe city walls.

While it is apparentthat literary and artis-
tic activity must have3ourishedduring this
reign, it is di$ cult to documentit sincesuch
creations are rarely dated. However, frag-
mentary remains of an epic about
Nebuchadnezzabear witness to the high
regard which creative Babylonianshad for
him. NebuchadnezzarOign marks the
apogeeof the Neo-Babylonianempire.A! er
his death he was succeededby somerela
tively unimportantmonarchsjncluding Evil-
Merodachand NergalSharezzerlf the king-
dom wassstill strong,it wasneverthelesso
longerexpanding.

c. Nabonidus and the Fall of Babylon
(555B8%.c). Nabonidusthe lastmemberof
the Neo-Babyloniandynasty js anintriguing
Pgure.SeeNABONIDUS While forcespor-
tending doom to Babyloniagatheredon the
horizons, he found time to promote a reli-
gious change,to undertake major building
operations,and evento live in the desertfor
ten years.He did not, however,ignore the
external dangers to BabyloniaOs
securityN far from it. When at last the Per
sian army invaded Babylonia, he fought
valiantly butin vainto repelthem.

NabonidusCreligious changesprovide a
key to his other actions.He wasnot in the
direct line for the throne (one Babylonian
text called him a OusurperOgnd it is
unknown how he becameking. His mother,
Adad-guppi, certainly played somepart in
this. She camefrom Harran, the city where
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the ruling Assyrian dynasty made its last
abortive al empt to survive. There, she wor-
shipped the tutelary deity, the god of the
moon. When Naboniduscameto power,he
promoted this cult of the moon and sought
out similar cults in Babylonia. Thus he
favoredthe Babyloniandeity Sin,god of the
moon and the city Ur. He had li! le interest
in BabylonOgjod, Marduk. This brought
down upon his head the wrath of the Mar-
duk priests and supporters who, among
other things, wrote literary works condemn
ing Nabonidusfor his sacrilege.

A second unique feature of this kingOs
reign was his ten-year selfimposed exile in
Tema, an oasisin the Arabian desert.While
he lived there his son,BELSHAZZAR man-
aged a'airs at Babylon. Many writers,
ancientand modern,havesuggesteaeasons
why Naboniduswent to live there,but none
of thesereasonsanbe provedvalid sinceno
contemporarydocumentgivesdetails of the
event.lt is afactthat pre-IslamicArabsin the
Arabian peninsula revered the moon-god,
and this may havebeenan important motiva
tion for Nabonidus givenhisintenseinterest
in this cult. But this would not excludeone
or more other reasonssuchasan al emptto
regainhis health,for thelong exile.

The third areaof specialinterestin this
reign wasthe mannerin which Nabonidus
conductedhis building operationsit was,of
course,usual for a Babylonianking to erect
or restore monumental buildings, as
Nabonidusdid. What was unusual was the
zeal with which he soughtout ancient stat
ues and inscriptions of his predecessors
when digging in the foundations of old
buildings. This characteristichas won for
Nabonidus the epithet OtheworldOsbrst
archaeologist@mongmodernscholars.

Given theseintriguing facetsof the kingOs
characterjt is apity he metsuchanignomin-
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ious fate. The Persiansunder Cyrus the
Great had been gathering around the bor-
dersof the Babylonianempire,preparingfor
a major assaultwhich took placein 539s.c.
The Persianscame down the Diyala river,
and Nabonidusat the headof his army, met
and fought with them at Opis near modern
Baghdad Naboniduswas defeated The Per
sians then marched on Babylon where,
accordingto anativesourcethe Babylonians
opened the gatesand with rejoicing welk
comedCyrusasa delivererfrom the OtyrantO
Nabonidus. This sounds like a biased
account,and it is hard to believe that all
Babylonianswere glad to seethe Persian
invaders. Indeed, Herodotus saysthe city
had to betakenby force.Whateverthetruth,
Babylon did fall to the Persiansin 539s.c,
andsoendedindigenousrule in Babylonia.

9. Babylonia Under the Persiansand
Greeks.Although the Babyloniansceasedo
be politically autonomousin 5398.c, their
civilization continued for severalcenturies
under foreign rule. The conqueror of Baby
lon himself, Cyrus,ensuredthe preservation
of Babylonianculture by avoiding any inter-
ferencein domestic @' airs so long as the
Babylonianswvereloyal. This wasa featureof
Cyrus@®ule, known from other areashe had
conquerednotably Palestineln the Bible,as
in Babylonianworks,Cyrusis enshrinedasa
saviorwho restoredjustice and good admin-
istration (cf. Isa 45:183. In Babylonia, this
view of Cyrus is sometimesextreme and
thereforesuspiciousput the generalpicture
iIsnonetheleswalid.

Babylonia continued to be well treated
under Cambyses Il (529522 B.c) and
remained docile. When revolt broke out in
Persiaat the death of Cambyseshowever,
Babyloniatook the opportunity to appoint
her own kingsfor ayearor two. But Darius|
(521886 B.c) successfullysuppressedthe
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rebellion and pacibpedthe variouspartsof his
empire, including Babylonia. He put the
provincial administrationin order,and Baby
lonia gainedthe doubtful honor of contribut-
ing more tribute to the Persiansthan any
otherprovince.

Only one further seriousa empt at inde-
pendencewas made by Babylonia during
the Persianera,and this wasin the reign of
Xerxesl| (4858658.c). The rebelsput their
own appointeeon the throne and withheld
tribute from Xerxesthus bravelydisowning
any allegianceto Persia.Xerxesresponded
with devastatingdeliberation.He sentin an
army which not only defeatedthe rebelsbut
looted and destroyedBabylon as well. Mar-
dukOgemple,Esagilwasdemolishedand his
statuecarried 0" to Persia.lt is not surpris
ing, perhapsthat nothing further isheardof
Babylonian rebellion for the remainder of
Persiarrule.

The incredible march of Alexander the
Greatthrough W Asiaand his defeatof the
last Persianmonarch,Darius 11l (33588E.c),
is part and parcelof Babylonianhistory, for
AlexanderchoseBabylonasthe capitalof his
AsiaticEuropeanempire. Tragically he died
at Babylonat ayoungage,just ashehadcon
gueredthe areafrom the Al ic peninsulato
the Gangesvalley and waspreparingto orga
nize his empire. It would appearthat the
Babylonians liked Alexander, as well they
might consideringwhat he plannedto dofor
them.

BecauseAlexander had not yet consolt
dated his empire,warsbroke out amongthe
Diadochi, AlexanderOsuccessorg=rom the
conf3ictsemergedSeleucud (305R81s.c) as
king of Babyloniaand W Asia.He founded
both a new dynasty and a new dating sys
tem, the la! er called the Seleucid Era and
based on the date on which Seleucus
marchedinto Babylon(313.c, aretroactive
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date).By this time the Greeklanguagewas
widely spokenand wri! en in Babyloniaby
the ruling and educated classesNeverthe
less,Aramaic and Akkadiancontinuedto be
used in some circles. In fact, Akkadian
cuneiform was used for several centuries
morein templesfor religious,divinatory,and
administrativetexts,the last suchtext dating
toA.D.64.

There are no indications of major revolts
by the Babyloniansagainsttheir Seleucid
masters. There was some dissatisfaction,
however.This wasin part dueto thecreation
of a new city, Seleuciaen-the-Tigris, which
drained 0" somepopulation from Babylon.
A more subtle reasonfor discontentis that
the Babyloniansfelt themselvessuperior to
the Greeks.This al itude is elusiveto detect
but there, nonethelessThere was a feeling
that the Greekswere uncultured barbarians
with no history or civilization to speakof.
Thus, a Babylonianpriest, Berossoswrote a
history of Babylonia in Greek, only frag-
ments of which have survived,in order to
teach his mastersabout a great civilization
(i.e.the Babyloniacivilization).

Eventually the Arsacidspushedinto Baby
lonia in the 2d centuryB.c, forcing the Seleu
cids to withdraw to Syria. Our sourcesfor
the political history now rapidly dwindle,
and li! le is known aboutthe history of Baby
loniain thistime.

E. The State

The political structure of the Babylonian
state was essentiallythat of the Sumerian
state.Only gradually did changegakeplace
to meet new conditions, particularly when
Babyloniabecamea major imperial powerin
the 7thand 6th centuriess.c.

1. The King. The institution of monar-
chy in the Babylonianplain wasSumerianin
origin. As in Sumer the political philosophy
wasthat monarchycamefrom the gods.The
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godsappointeda particular human beingto
rule and, in so doing, made him the
supremely powerful human on earth. He
had absolutepowerin everyspherd\ admin-
istration, courts, economy,army, societyin
generalN exceptreligion. In religion, he had
to respectthe position of the high priest,and
this fact was made manifestonceayear,in
the New YearFestival Partof the New YearOs
ritual called for the high priest to slap the
kingOgace and pull him by the ears.The
purposeof this wasto remind the king that
he was a humble servant of the gods.The
king had certaindutiesto performasacondk
tion of his divine appointment.First,he was
responsiblefor the nourishmentof the gods,
which meantthat he had to contribute sub-
stantially from state resourcestoward the
maintenanceand building of the temples.
Second,he was responsiblefor the Oshep
herdingQof the people,which in fact meant
maintaining an elaborate bureaucracy to
carry out the administration. Third and
Pnally, he had to administer justice to all,
rich and poor, young and old; and thus, he
wasboth ajudgeandalegislator.

In practicethe monarchy was hereditary,
with primogeniture (inheritanceby the prst
born son)being the rule. The heir had to go
through an elaborate coronation, which
included both the godsand the Babylonian
nobility approving his accessionto the
throne. Therewerenumerousdisruptionsto
the successionin Babylonian history, and
there were many shortdived dynastiespar-
ticularly in the early centuriesof the 1stmil-
lennium.

Along with the institution of monarchy
camethe ideathat the king wasdivine,acon
ceptalsoinherited from the SumeriansThis
idea persistedin the early Old Babylonian
period, during which many hymns were
composedin praise of kings as gods and
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their nameswereprecededn writing by the
cuneiform sign which indicated divinity. By
the time of Hammurapi, however,the idea
had died out and never reappeared.The
image of the Babylonianking, asportrayed
in literature and art, wasof apiousruler who
fulblled his divine commissionsand had lit-
tle to do with war and commerceOf course
in practice he had much to do in both
spheresparticularly with regardto war dur-
ing the Neo-Babylonianempire. This image
Is quite di! erent from that of the Assyrian
king, who is depicted as a vigorous, albeit
pious,warrior.

2. Administration. While the king was
an absolutemonarch, he required an elabo
rately structured administrationto run the
state.lt is afeatureof Babylonianadministra
tion that any Babylonianwho felt he had a
grievancecould appealdirectly to the king.
There are many examplesof this happening
and of a king, such as Hammurapi, taking
direct chargeand personally correctingthe
grievance.

Babylonian administration can be por-
trayed asa pyramid with the king at the pin-
nacle and the numerousunskilled laborers,
including slavesforming the foundation.In
betweenwere severallayers of bureaucrats
and workers. Directly under the king were
the governorsof provincesand city mayors.
Under these were the superintendantsof
tradesmenand laborers,and under these,n
turn, werethe next lower classesAmongthe
general population, brst camethe freemen,
who wereeconomicallywell o! , owningland
and doing li"le or no actual labor them-
selvesBelowthem were the half-free,palace
o# cials, tradesmen,and small tenant farm-
erswho did much of the work. Then there
were the slaveswho were either debt slaves
or prisonersof war.On the periphery of this
structure were the seminomadswho would
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perform public works,including bghting,in
return for payment.A group outsideof the
system was the temple personnel,for the
templehadits own administrativesystem.

At every level and in every segmentof
Babylonian administration there was the
scribe,for meticulousrecordsof administra
tive mal ershad to be kept. This wasanother
legacyfrom the SumeriansThere werechief
scribesal achedto the court, scribesin the
governorsO palaces, and even scribes
assignedto record the rations issued to
gangsof workmen dredgingout canals.lt is
fortunate for us that this wasso,sincemost
of what we know of Babylonianadministra
tion hasbeenlearned from the le! ers,lists,
memoranda, etc, le" by these scribes.
Another ubiquitous occupationwasthat of
tax collector. There were numeroustax col
lectorsthroughoutthe land to collectashare
of every crop and custom duties on every
item going through the cities@ates.Public
works were performed by corvZe,it being
the responsibility of everyBabylonianto con
tribute someof his time to the maintenance
of roadsandirrigation canals.

Over the long passageof time in Babylo
nian history, somefundamentalchangesin
the monarchy and administration took
place. In the OIld Babylonian period, a
changethat had begunin Sumeriantimes
cameto fruition: the economicand political
supremacyshi' ed from temple to palace,a
change brought about by the increasing
campaignsof the monarch which enriched
his palaceQtseasury.By the time of Hammu-
rapi, the palacewas clearly more powerful
and wealthy than the temple.During the 1st
millennium, however, another shi* deve}
oped: by the time of the NeoBabylonian
empire,the king had lostsomeauthority and
revenuedo the provincial governorsthe city
mayors,and the temple.In fact,evenunder

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New

York: Doubleday.

I"H$96&'()*%$+)B-$.)/012')3$*&45%")&)89:;)<=)>$2'+1'%):67)@:;;A

the Persiansand Seleucidghe templeswere
largeandwealthyinstitutions.

F. Socioeconomic Structure

As in other aspectsof Babylonianciviliza-
tion, The Sumerianlegacyin the socioece
nomic structureis quite apparent.This is,in
signibcant part, an inevitable condition
imposed by Babylonian geography,which
considerably limited the economicoptions
open to the inhabitants of the plain. Thus
both the Sumerian and Babylonian eco
nomic structuresrested upon three founda
tions: agriculture, animal husbandry, and
foreigntrade(seeA. 58 above).

The theory behind the economicstructure
was distinctively Sumerian and had been
taken overby the BabyloniansAccordingto
this theory, the godsownedall the land and
the king administeredit for them. In prac
tice, however,private ownership of land was
common, and a Babylonian could buy and
sellreal estateat will. Heneedbecarefulonly
of two conditions,paymentof taxesand pro-
vision of corvZelabor, since ownership of
any land entailed these two obligations.
There weresmalland medium-=sizedplots of
land aswell as large estatesthe la! er some
times consistingof land scd ered over more
than one province. Not only land transfer
but virtually any economictransactionwas
carefully recordedin writing by the scribes,
and tax collectorswere at work everywhere,
since virtually every transactioninvolved a
paymentto the palace.

Money did not exist in Babylonid it
seemsto havebeena GreekinventionN and
paymentwasin kind accordingto astandard
exchange.Silver was the metal most com
monly used as the standard, although in
someperiodsusewasmadeof other metals,
suchasgold,tin, or copper.This systemwas
not so cumbrousas one might think, since
credit was well known. Most transactions
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that wererecorded from smallcommissions
to farm li! le plots of land to major property
transfers,involved credit. The most impor-
tant and wealthiest Babylonian business
men, called the tam kl'rum, had extensive
resourcesbuilt on credit, and they dealt in
both domestic and foreign trade. Interest
ratesvaried a greatdeal,but 25percentwas
common, rates of 33percentto 50 percent
were not unusual, and rates up to 100per-
centwereknown. Becausef suchhigh inter-
estrates,alargenumberof Babyloniansvere
in debt all their lives, and many went
bankrupt, which in Babylonian society
meant they becamedebt slaves.They had
the right to buy themselvesout of slavery,
and somedid manageto doso.Despitethese
tragediescredit and interest werethe basis
of an enormouslysuccessfuéconomy for as
a Babylonian proverb stated: OLending
moneyis like makingloveandge€ ingit back
is like havingason.O

There is someuncertainty about whether
Babylonianbusinesswas uncontrolled (free
market) or whether the stateimposedsome
restrictionson it (stateregulated).There is
evidenceon both sidesof this question,and
that is why there is uncertainty.On the one
hand, it is clear from recordsof everyday
transactionghat pricesf3uctuatedn relation
to supply and demand.An extremeexample
is the exorbitant prices chargedfor food in
7thcentury Nippur when it wasunder siege
by Nabopolassaiand food was very scarce.
On the other hand, there are many refer-
encesin Babylonian documentsto royal
decreeswhich statethe costof suchdiverse
things as the purchase of grain and the
rental of boats.The problem of thesediverse
factsremainsto beresolved put it isobvious
that the Babylonianeconomicstructurewas
neitherentirely freenor entirely controlled.

The urban characterof Babyloniansociety,
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another legacyfrom the Sumerians,is strik-
ing. The surrounding countryside merely
servedthe needsof the city, which wasthe
focal point of Babylonian economy and
societyN indeedthe centerof everyaspecof
Babylonian civilization. It was the city that
fostered not only pragmatic pursuits but
also intellectual and artistic endeavorslt is
thanksto the urban centersthat Babylonian
civilization is noted for its art, literature,and
science.There was much rivalry amongthe
cities, and some of them, such as Babylon
and Sippar,claimedancientprivilegeswhich
eventhe Assyrianconquerorshadto respect.
Those privileges involved such things as
exemption from certain taxes, billeting of
troops,andlevyingof troops.

The structure of Babylonian society was
essentiallythe sameasthat of the administra
tion, which hasalreadybeenoutlined (E.2).
Family and tribal a' liation was of funda
mental importanceto a Babylonian,and one
usually remained in the social class into
which onewasborn. It should be notedthat
slavery,although a basicelementin Babylo
nian society,was not a major component
either of the societyor of the economy.The
number of slaveswas relatively small, and
much of the menial labor wasdone by free
or half-free individuals. This, of course was
in contrast to the situation in the Roman
Empire.

Four observationscan be madeaboutthe
characterof Babyloniansociety.First, Baby
lonians were avery religiouspeople,and reli-
gion pervadedevery aspectof life for every
one, from the king down to the slave(seel
below). Second they had a strong senseof
morality, and there was strong disapproval
when anyone broke the moral code. Gods
could err morally as well, and there are
examplesof this in the mythology (seeH
below).Third, Babyloniansociety Jlike prein-
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dustrial societiesn general,wasvery conser
vative.Changejf it occurredat all, wasslow;
for to their mindsit wasfoolishto abandona
practiceor theory that had existedsincetime
immemorial. Fourth, and Pnally, it was a
society very consciousof its past. Kings
commonly referred to the achievementsof
their predecessorsand records of Babylo
nian history were kept in variousforms for
the useof the king and scribes Epicsabout
great heroesof the pastwererecitedto the
illiterate.

Over the many centuriesthat Babylonian
civilization Rourished, there were some
gradual changesn the socioeconomictruc
ture. By about 10008.c. someOlargecities,O
such as Babylon,had emergedand become
the focal points of Babylonianlife. This pro-
cessinvolved, in part, siphoning o! popula
tion from other urban centers,particularly
the old Sumeriancities in the south,which
gradually shrankin size.During the 1stmil-
lennium, both domestic and foreign trade
activity expandedasa result of imperial con
guestpbrstby the Assyriansand later by the
Babylonians.Thus, by the time of the Neo-
Babylonian empire, the Babylonian popula
tion and economywere concentratedin a
fewlargecitiesand afewbigtemples.

G. Legal Structure

Since the discovery of the law code of
Hammurapiin the 19thcentury,it hasbeen
well known how importantthe subjectof law
was in Babylonian civilization. The OLaw
CodesO (fseveralare now known)are,how-
ever, not really what the name suggeststo
understandthe legal structure of Babylonia,
we mustlook aswell at otherdocumentation,
contractsand court records.Only by com
bining thesetwo di! erent typesof records
canwe achievean understandingof thefunc-
tion and characterof law in Babylonia.See
LAW.
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1. Law Codes.Thelaw codeof Hammu-
rapi is now only one of severalsuch docu
mentsknown from ancientMesopotamialn
chronological order there are the codesof
Urukagina (ca. 23508B.c), Ur-Nammu (ca.
2112H)958.c; ANET,523b), Lipit-Ishtar (ca.
19348024.c; ANET,15980), Eshnunna(ca.
19008.c; ANET,1618),and Hammurapi (ca.
17928¥5@.c; ANET,163B0).Relatedto these
are non-Babyloniancodesyiz. the MA laws
(ANET, 180B), the Hi"ite laws (ANET,
188B7).and the Hebrewlaws (Exodus1983.
The languagesof these documents vary,
some being in Sumerian (Urukagina, Ur-
Nammu,and Lipit-Ishtar),somein Akkadian
(Eshnunna,Hammurapi, and MA), one in
Hi" ite,and onein Hebrew;but theyall share
similarities in structureand content.A good
illustration of the similaritiesis the group of
lawsconcerninggoringoxen:

Eshnunna 53.If an ox goredan (other)ox
and killed (it), both ox owners
shalldivide the price of the live
ox and also the equivalent of
the deadox.

54.1f an ox is known to gore
habitually and the authorities
have brought the fact to the
knowledgeof its ownerbut he
has not had his ox dehorned;
(if then) it goreda citizen and
killed (him), the owner of the
ox shall pay two thirds of a
minaof silver.

55. If it gored a slave and killed
(him) he shall pay#een

shekels of silver

250. If an ox, when it was going
along the street, gored a citizer
and killed (him), that case is
not subject to claim.

251.1f a citizenOox was an

Hammurapi
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habitual gorer and his city-
ward notiPed him that it was
an habitual gorer, but he did
not pad its horns (or) keep
watch over his ox and that ox
gored and killed a memberof
the citizen class,he shall pay
onehalf minaof silver.

here.This is, of coursenot surprisingin the
case of the Eshnunna and Hammurapi
codes.They were closein time, culture, and
geography.

But what about the Hebrew laws? To
understandthis connectionone mustlook at
the whole question of the relationship
between Babylonian and biblical literature,

252. If it was a citizenOs slave, hdincethe Babylonianlaw codeswere,aswe

shall pay one third of a mina of
silver.

21:28f anox goredamanor a
woman and they died, the ox
shall be stoned and its meat
shall not be eaten but the
owneroftheoxshallbeclear.

21:29f the ox habitually gored
in the pastand its owner was
informed but did not keep
watch over it and it killed a
man or woman,the ox shallbe
stonedand its owner shallalso
beexecuted.

21:31f it gored a manQOs son or
daughter, he shall be dealt

Exodus

with according to the same law.

21:32f the ox gored a slave,
male or female, the owner shall
pay to their master thirty
shekels of silver, and the ox
shall be stoned.

21:35If one manO®x hurts
anotherOsand it died. then
they shall sell the live ox and
divide the price of it and the
dead animal also shall they
divide.

The similarities are striking and cannotbe
explained away simply by the fact that any
societywhich usedoxenwould, from timeto
time, have trouble with renegadeoxen (cf.
Finkelstein1981)here is aclearconnection
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shall see,as much literature aslaw (seeH. 1
below). Justwhen thesecultural similarities
appearedis uncertain.It could havebeenin

the Amorite period, when Amorites occu
pied both Babyloniaand Palestineearly in

the 2d millennium; or it could havebeenin

the Amarnaage whentherewasmuch inter-
national exchange throughout the Near
East.Otherareasin which there is similarity

are the prescribed punishmentsfor bodily
injury:

Eshnunna 42.1f a man bit the noseof a
(nother)man and severedit, he
shall pay one mina of silver.
(For) an eye (he shall pay) one
mina of silver, (for) a tooth on
half mina, (for) and earone half
mina, (for) a slapin the faceten
shekelsof silver.

Hammurapil96. If a citizen destroyed the
eye of a member of the citizen
class his eye shall be destroyed

200. If a citizen knocked out the
tooth of a citizen of his own
rank, his tooth shall be knocked
out.

21:228 If men were bghting
and hurt a pregnantwoman so
that she had a miscarriageand
yet no harmed followed, the
onewho hurt her shallbebned,
accordingto what the womanOs
husband shall impose upon

Exodus
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him; and he shall pay as the
judgesdetermine.If any harm
follows, then you shall give life
for life, eye for eye,tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot, burn for burn, wound for
wound,stripefor stripe.

What is striking here is that the Eshnunna
codeprescribeshPnancialrestitution for bod-
ily injury, but both the Hammurapi and
Hebrew codesprescribeproportional physk
cal retaliation againstthe guilty party. Thus,
we see that the principle of reprisal (lex
talioni3, an eyefor an eyeand a tooth for a
tooth, had a late appearance in
Mesopotamia. Since Hammurapi was of
Amorite origin, and the Amorites were also
well entrenchedin Palestineat about the
sametime, it seemsthat this custom may
havebeenAmoritein origin.

The traditional modern term OlawcodesO
implies a formal code such asthe Romans
had,or we havetoday,which isacomprehen
sive and cohesivecollection of laws to be
obeyedand usedastherule in legaldisputes.
Sincethe Babyloniandocumentswerenone
of thesethings,it isreallyincorrectto usethe
term Olavcode.O

Evenaquick examinationof HammurapiOs
OlawcodeGhowsthat it is not sucha docu-
ment. It is not comprehensive;it covers
many legal situations but leaves many,
including homicide,out. Nor is it cohesively
consistent.In various sectionsof the code
thel , for example,is dealt with but in di" er-
entways.In section6it is statedthat the the!
of any property from atempleis punishable
by death, but in section 8 that the! of an
animal from a temple meansthe thief must
repay thirty timesthe animalOsgalue.On the
other hand, there is atotal lack of evidence
that anyonein Babyloniaever thought the
codemust be obeyed.In particular,among
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the large number of contracts and court
recordsof HammurapiOtme, neveronceis
the Ocode@ferredto.

If these documentsare not Olawcodes,O
what are they? To seekan answerto this
guestionwe must go back to the brstdocu
ment,that of Urukagina.This text is actually
aroyal inscription of Urukagina,lastking of
the bPrstdynastyof LagashWithin the royal
inscriptionsthere wasincorporatedarecord
of numerous socialand economicreforms
which the king had decreed Thosereforms
included reduction of taxes and what we
would call OfaitradeGnactmentsSimilarly,
the very fragmentarytext of Ur-Nammu is
really aroyalinscription,arecord of reforms
which he had carried out. The samestrue of
the Lipit-Ishtar Ocode.® is known that in
late Sumeriantimes and the early Old Baby
lonian period,kings,whenthey bPrstcameto
the throne, frequently issued numerous
decreesto correct abuseswhich had been
developingduring previousreigns.Thus,for
examplejf too many peoplehadbeenfalling
into debt slavery becauseof high interest
rates,anewking might decreeareductionin
the rate. Not only did this practicealleviate
hardship,it alsomadethe newruler popular
with the people.Thesedecreeswere wri#en
down in collectionsby the scribesinitially as
archival records.But the collectionsproved
usefulto the scribescomposingroyalinscrip-
tions, for they could and did copytheminto
the royal texts as proof that the king had
ruled his peoplewith justice.The Eshnunna
OcodeQs actually such a collection of
decreeswhile the Hammurapi code,which
hasalengthy prologueand epilogue hasthe
structure of a royal inscription. Thus, each
article was, in theory, a decree originally
intendedto dealwith aspecibpdssueput the
scribesnot only copieddecreedrom textsof
previousrulers but alsoaddedsomearticles
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of their own to OroundoutQo their own satis
faction a particular theme. The OlawcodesO
then give us only part of the picture of the
Babylonianlegal structure. They ref3ecta! i-
tudes and morespeculiar to this civilization
and, of course,givereal indicationsof what
Babylonians regarded as legally right and
wrong; but we must go on to examinethe
everydaylegaltransactionsin order to shed
morelight onthistopic.

2. Lawin Practice.Therearetwokinds
of legaldocumentsin Babyloniacontractsof
various sorts and court records (cf. ANET,
21722;54287).All legaldocumentshad cer-
tain featuresin common. They weredrawn
up on clay tablets in the presenceof wit-
nesseswhose names were wri!l en on the
document,and the personalsealof eachwit-
nesswas impressedin the wet clay.Then a
clay envelope was wrapped around the
tablet and a prZcisof the contentsinscribed
over most of the surface Thus, if anyonein
the future tried to tamper with the docuw
ment, it would immediatelybe obviousfrom
thebrokensealontheenvelope.

Contracts included marriages, divorces,
adoptions, conveyances(sales)of movable
and immovable property, loans,and the hir-
ing of human and animal labor. Thesewere
private transactions,and the state was not
normally involved. The contracting parties,
a' er an oral agreementhadascribedrawup
the necessarycontract, as describedabove.
Sometypes of contracts,such as marriage
contracts, were for obvious reasons kept
permanently. Tablets recording loans and
debts, on the other hand, were destroyed
whenthe debtwaspaid,thuseliminating the
need for a receipt. If a creditor could not
produceawri! en documentproving adebt
against someone, he had no legal claim
againsthat person.

Court recordsarenot nearlysocommonas
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contracts,since legal disputeswere usually
sd led privately.But if the statelegalmachin
ery was put in motion, recordsof the pro-
ceedingshad to be kept. Unfortunately, the
court recordsare not very useful sourcesof
information about how Babylonian courts
worked. This is true wherethe customshad
beenwell known to everyoneinvolved,and
sono needhad everbeenfelt to write them
down.

Judgedlid existin Babylonia,and the king
himself was the head of the whole judicial
system,the supremejudge asit were.If all
else failed, a Babylonian with a grievance
could ultimately appealto the king. More
than onejudge presidedin a caseand they
were assistedor advised by an assembly
(puhry. Both claimant and defendantwere
called upon to state their respectivecases
and to produce witnessesto prove them.
Oathsto the godsweretakenby everyonelt
is unknown how the judgescameto adeck
sion. However,when they could not reacha
decision for somereason,they resorted to
trial by ordeal. This meantthe accusedwvas
thrown into the river. If he sank, he was
guilty; if he survived,he wasinnocent.This
was far more sensiblethan the water ordeal
for witches in medieval Europe, where the
survivorwasjudgedto beawitch andburnt!

In Babylonian law there were no state
casesAll disputesand all court caseswere
between private individuals. The state did
not take anyoneto court. Evenin the caseof
homicide, it was the family of the victim
which sought punishment and compensa
tion. Here the vende a, the blood feud, pre-
vailed and led to terrible feudsbetweenfami-
lies. Imprisonment as a punishment was
largely unknown, for there were no state
prisons. The only reasonanyone was ever
incarceratedwas for a political crime. Even
this was rare, since executionwasthe com
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mon punishmentfor treason.

3. Status of Women. The status of
women in Babylonian society is best dis-
cussedunder the legalstructure,sincethere
is more information aboutthe legal statusof
women than about other areas.In the Old
Babylonian(OB) period,the statusof women
was relatively high, but as time went on,
womenOsghts and prerogativesieclinedso
that in later Babylonianhistory their status
hadgreatlydiminished.

Legally, a Babylonian woman in the OB
period was equal with a Babylonianman in
many respectsShecould own, buy, and sell
property assheliked. Shecould borrow and
lend, she could adopt children, and she
could serveas a witnessto a contract.She
could suesomeoneand shecould own her
own seal.This leavedargeareashowever,in
which she had few or no legal rights. Most
signibcantis that a woman was under the
authority of either a man (a father or hus
band) or a temple. Most women, as most
men, were expectedto marry, and a man
could have more than one wife. Until mar-
riageawoman lived in her father and moth-
erOsouse and was under the authority of
her father. When shemarried,shemovedto
her husbandOshouse, which meant the
house of her fatherin-law, and was under
her husbandQauthority. Unmarried women
entered the serviceof a temple.In the OB
period, there are examplesof womenreceiv
ing a good education and even becoming
scribes.Women living in a householdwere
keptapartin aharem,and normally malevis-
itors never saw them. The women were
responsiblefor the cooking,cleaning,house
hold choresin general,and careof the chil-
dren.The amountof physicallaborawoman
actually did dependedon the economicsta
tus of her family. A member of the court
harem did no labor, sincethis wasdone by
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the palacestd . But evenpoorerfamilieshad
servantsof somekind to help with menial
tasks.

There were various types of temple
women, but one of the mostimportant and
interesting was the naddum, which means
OfallowwomanOthat is,awomanwho is not
to bear children. The institution of the
nad@um Rourished during the OB period.
While thereweredi! erentkinds of naddums,
the best known were those who lived in a
cloister. The largest cloister was at Sippar
and wasdedicatedto the god ShamashThe
womenwereregardedasbridesof Shamash,
and many bore names compounded with
the divine name Aya,meaningthe spouseof
Shamash.The naddum was not a priestess,
for she neither performed rituals nor
assistedn any.Exactlywhat her dutieswere
and what went on inside the cloister are
unknown. Clearly it was a religious institu-
tion, but there wasan economicelementas
well. Most of the naddums came from
wealthy families,and when they enteredthe
cloister, they were accompaniedby a sub-
stantialdowry. This dowry wasadministered
by the cloister but remained the private
property of the naddum and revertedto her
family at her death.Thus,afamily in dedicat
ing adaughterto the cloisterpreservedsome
of its property intact. If the girl had married
instead of becominga naddum, the dowry
would havebeenlostto thefamily.

The rulers and 0" cials of Babyloniawere
always men. Only rarely did a woman
achieveany kind of political pwer; andwhen
she did, she had no 0" cial status.To illus-
trate this point, let uslook attwo women,one
from the Old Babylonian period and one
from the Neo-Babylonianperiod.Shibtuwas
the wife of Zimri-Lim, king of Mari and con-
temporary of Hammurapi(ca.1792E75@.c).
She took much interest in her husbandOs
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al airs,and Zimri-Lim soon learned that he
could trust her to manageimportant state
ma' ers. This was patrticularly important
when he wason campaign A numberof writ-
ten reports from Shibtu to the king on vari-
ous administrative ma' ers have been pre-
served,and she was frequently entrusted
with highly conbdentialma’ ers.Yet her pri-
vate side also emergesin the correspon
dence; in one brief but joyful le"er, she
announced to her husband the birth of
twins. The other exampleof astateswomais
Adad-guppi, mother of Nabonidus (555689
B.C). This remarkablewomanlived to theage
of ninety-pve,having beenborn during the
reign of Ashurbanipal (668827 B.c). She
claimedto haveservedeveryking in the Neo-
Babyloniandynasty and to havepersuaded
Nebuchadnezzar Il to take her son
Nabonidusinto his serviceOnceestablished
at the Babylonian court Adad-guppi no
doubt continued to maneuverand manipu-
late @ airsto her sonOadvantageAsaresult,
he eventually became king. Adad-guppi
exercisedso much authority that a legend
evolvedaround her memory,portraying her
asaqueenin full control of Babyloniaaleg-
end embeddedn the historiesof Herodotus
(wheresheis giventhe nameNitokris).

H. Literature, Learning, and Libraries

One of the most signibcantlegaciesof
Babyloniancivilization is its extensivelitera-
ture. The tradition of writing down legends
and songs, which had been transmi'ed
orally, for posterity beganwith the Sumert
ans,just at the beginning of the Old Babylc
nian period. Until that time very li" le Sume
rian literature existed. But the scribes
becameworried that their civilization would
die and sobeganan industriousandlengthy
endeavorto preserven writing their oralher-
itage. This impetus was passedon to the
Babylonians.
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In discussinghe wri" enrecordspreserved
in Babylonianlibraries, an important distinc-
tion mustbe made.Ontheonehand,thereis
Oliterature@n the strict senseof the word
(artistic and creative writings such as epics
and myths); on the other hand, there are
compositionsof li"le or no literary merit,
which, nonetheless, the Babylonians
regarded as having lasting value (lexical
texts,prognostictexts,etc). In the following
discussionwe shall brstspeakof Babylonian
Oliterature@ the strict senseand then, we
shall treat the other kinds of wri" en works
preservedn Babylonianlibraries.

1. Literature. Asstatedabovethe impe-
tusto write literature in Babyloniagoesback
to the Sumerianslt is,therefore,not surpris-
ing to Pnd SumerianinBuencein the form,
content, and style of Babylonian literary
works. (A sampleof Babylonianliterature,in
Englishtranslation,canbefound in ANET).

One form of literature in which the Baby
lonians departedfrom the Sumerianinheri-
tancewaspoetry.Babylonianpoetryisavery
distinctiveart form, followed laterin Hebrew
and Arabic poetry. The chief characteristic
of this poetryis parallelism.That is,thereare
two parallel parts to each phrase,line, or
stanza.The parallelsmay be synonymousor
antithetical, or yet some other variation.
Apart from parallelism,thereis nothing that
can be called a universal characteristic of
Babylonianpoetry.It doesnot rhyme;while
it may have meter,to datethis hasnot been
proved.A featureof Babylonianpoetryisthe
frequentuseof repetition.Longspeecheare
repeated verbatim in an epic, or the same
motif will appearin the samewordsin di! er-
ent compositions. Thus, IshtarOsshort
lament over the destruction of the Flood
appearsn di! erentepics.

While di! erent genres are apparent in
Babylonianliterature, thereis no evidenceof
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how the Babyloniansthemselveslivided up
their literature or what namesthey gavefor
such English words as Oepic,®myth,@nd
Ohymn.@ modernterms,the following gen-
res can be recognized:epic, myth, prayer,
and hymn. Standing separateis a group of
texts called OWisdom,@ name borrowed
from a translation of the Hebrewterm used
to describesuchbookasProverbsand Job.

Several Babylonian epics, which are in
poetry,areknown,and by far the mostimpo-
rant is the GILGAMESHEPIC There were
Sumerian poems about Gilgamesh (ANET,
44852),but the epic itself was a Babylonian
creation (ANET,72B09;503B).It is alengthy
poetic narrative of the life and adventuresof
Gilgameshruler of Uruk, who soughtin vain
for eternallife. A versionof the Flood story
makesup part of this epic. The Flood story,
of which there were several versions in
Sumerian, is itself the major theme in the
AtramhasiEpicHere,wereadthatwhenthe
gods decided to destroy humankind (be
causethey made too much noise and dis-
turbed the gods@est),one man and his fam-
ily weresparedThis manOsamewasAtram-
hasis.

Myths werevery popularin Babyloniaand
were alsowri! en down in poetry.Onemyth
is the Descentof Ishtar Into Hell(ANET,
1068). This composition was originally in
Sumerian, and the Babylonian version is
essentiallyan edited translation.It describes
the descenbof Ishtarinto hellin searchof her
lover, Dumuzi, who had been lured down
there by the goddessof the underworld.An
independent Babylonian myth is Enuma
Elish,OWhenAbove,Gsometimescalled the
CreationEpic(ANET,60£72;501B). This is a
kind of religioustreatisefor it describesand
justibeshow Marduk, the god of Babylon,
becameking of thegods.

It is 0"en di# cult to tell the di$erence
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between Babylonian prayers and hymns,
since there is usually no indication of
whether the poem was accompanied by
music. The number of suchtextsis in the
hundreds, but only a small proportion,
including along hymn to Shamashthe sun-
god, are of outstanding literary merit (cf.
ANET 383D2).

Within the general category of Wisdom
Literature, there is a diversity of works.
There are a few compositions sharing a
common theme, the problem of evil, but
eachis unigue in form. Suchawork is one
called Ludlul B!l N!m!qi, OIWill Praisethe
Lord of WisdomOANET,43487;596800).
In this lengthy and somberpiece,the poet
complainslike Jobthat though he hasbeen
goodall his life, hisrewardhasbeenonelong
series of misfortunes. ODoesghe righteous
man receiveno just reward?@ his question.
Another type of Wisdom Literature is repre-
sentedby the ODisputeséhd is Sumerianin
origin. An exampleof a BabylonianDispute
is a work called The Date Palm and the
TamariskIn this highly structured literary
work aformal debatebetweenthe two kinds
of trees takes place, each enumerating its
merits to the disadvantageof the other.
Finally, there were a number of Proverbcol
lections, mainly in Sumerian but somein
Babylonian(cf. ANET 425R7).

Babylonian literary works such as these
played a dual role in Babyloniancivilization:
entertainmentand edibcation.Someof the
Wisdom Literature, such as the Wisdomof
Shuruppakwas intended to teach proper
conduct to the young.On the other hand,
the GilgamestEpic both edibpesand enter-
tains asthe hero grappleswith the reality of
mortal existence.The vast majority of Baby
lonianswereilliterate, which meantthat they
could not readthis literature for themselves;
it had to be recited to themin groupsin for-
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mal or informal gatheringssometimeswith

musicalaccompanimentThere is reasonto

believethat somecompositionssuchasthe
Descenbf Ishtar Into Hell, was staged.The
sevenstepsby which Ishtar enteredhell, the
actions of each step being precisely
described,strongly suggesta dramatic per-
formance.

2. Learning. Learning wasthe preroga
tive of the scribesfor only they wereliterate.
In fact, learning in the academicsensewas
conbnedto a smallnumber of scribessince
the majority were employed in everyday
business, writing le! ers, contracts, and
administrativetexts. The privilegedfewwho
had free time to pursueknowledgewerein
the employ of the palaceor temple. They
were poorly lodgedand not well paid, if we
believetheir frequent complaints.The daily
activities of these scribes were diverse,
depending on their training, talent, and
experience.Some, such as the astrologers,
were employedin divination, somein look-
ing a" er the royal correspondencesomein
preparing royal inscriptions for building
works, and so on. The majority, however,
spentmuch of their time making new copies
of library and archival texts (similar to the
occupation of monks in scriptoria in
medievalEurope).

The scribal professionas a whole had a
tremendousinfBuencein Babyloniansociety,
becausemost peoplecould neither read nor
write. Even the king and his chief o# cers
were illiterate. This meant that all wri! en
communicationwith the king, as with any-
one else, had to go through at least two
scribes,one to write the le! er and one to
read it out upon arrival. Here, there was
plenty of scopefor slantedinterpretationor
misunderstanding.Occasionally,as in the
Amarna Le! ers, the scribe writing a le! er
would add a noteto the colleaguavho wasto
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read the le!l er out, suggestingwhat the
readershouldemphasize.

As with all Babylonian occupations,the
scribal professionwas essentiallyhereditary.
Of courseone prerequisitewasexcellenteye
sight, since magnibcation had not been
invented.The courseof study for the poten-
tial scribelastedmany years,probably until
his late teens.The hours werelong and the
discipline, which included corporal punish
ment, strict. In the schoolhousdgarningwas
mainly acquired by rote, and the students
copied and recopiedsettexts.Thousandsof
thesecopies,OschootextsCaswe call them,
havebeenunearthedby modernexcavations.

At least some,and possibly most, of the
privileged scribeswho gained senior post
tions in a palace or temple had a certain
amountof time freefrom their formal duties
to indulgein their own interestsThesewere
the scholarsand poetswho produced Baby
lonian literature and scholarly texts. They
were very consciousof their specialstatus
and proudly wrote down the name of the
scribal schoolto which they belonged.The
one placewherethey remainedanonymous
wasin the authorshipof literary texts.Thus,
while we know the namesof scribeswho
edited and copied sucha famoustext asthe
GilgameskEpic,we are never giventhe name
of itsauthor.

Babylonianlearning included vastareasof
knowledgewhich can be groupedtogether
under the headings astrology and astron
omy, extispicy and anatomy, medicine,
mathematics,lexicography, theology, histo-
riography, and commentariesSomeof this
learning, mainly astronomy and mathemat
ics, spreadto Greecein the Hellenistic age.
The Babylonian practiceof divination (seel
below)gaveriseto extensiverecordsof astro
nomical phenomena and calculations on
future celestial movements, including
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eclipsesilt also,in the caseof extispicy(exam
ination of animal entrails),led to the compila
tion of much materialon anatomyand phys
iology.

Babylonian medicine had two sides,one
practical and one theoretical.On the practi
cal side,the Babylonianshad a vaststore of
knowledge concerning herbs, medicines,
and the symptomsfor which they weree! -
cacious.A Babylonian doctor could do cer
tain kinds of surgery,such as an operation
on the eye, probably to removea cataract.
On the theoreticalside,the Babylonianshad
a vast store of incantations and rituals to
exorcise the demons believed to causea
patientOsillness. The incantation priests
("ipu) worked hand in hand with the practr
caldoctors(@sato cureasu erer.

The heyday of Babylonian mathematics
was the early Old Babylonian period (ca.
2000£278(.c). During that time mathematt
cians went beyond the crude arithmetical
necessitieof everydaylife to explore what
we call algebraand geometry.They discov
ered EuclidOsheoremand the Pythagorean
triangle more than athousandyearsbefore
thoseGreekscholarslived. Scoresof Babylo
nian OproblenmextsChave beendiscovered,
and they include both practical problems
(suchascalculatingthe height of aziggurat)
andtheoreticalproblems.

Lexicography,the scienceof words (the
principles and practicesof makingdictionar-
ies),wasa highly importantoccupationNext
to prognostic texts, lexicographical texts
were the most numerousin ancientBabylo
nian libraries. Theseincluded lists of names
(plants, animals, professions etc), bilingual
and multilingual dictionaries, and lists of
cuneiform signsof variousshapesand inter-
pretations.Among this material were many
lists of god namesin which severaldivine
nameswere frequently identibed with one
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god,indicatingabasicsyncretistidheology.

As statedearlier, Babylonianswere keenly
interestedin their past,and in academiccir-
clesthis meantthat scribescompiled works
on the subject. These included king lists,
chronicles,and poetic works about famous
Pguresof the past. A fewscribesventfarther
and wrote in a prophetic style about past
events in an a#empt to justify modern
changeor possibly evento make a real pre-
diction seemcredible.This literature (ANET,
451B2;60687),which hasparallelsin the bib-
lical book of Daniel, may well be the begin
ning of apocalyptic literature. See
APOCALYPSEBND APOCALYPTICISM

As if this were not enough learning, the
scribesoccasionallyindulged in highly eso
teric composition. They wrote some com
mentaries to literary texts, which to our
minds o$en seemabstruseand aredi! cult
to read.Fromtime to time they alsowrotein
numbers rather than in cuneiform signs,
each number representing a syllable or
word. Such passagesre extremely hard to
decipher. They were really learned games,
suchasdi! cult crosswordouzzles.

3. Libraries. More is known about
Assyrianlibraries than Babylonianlibraries.
(The reader is referred to the discussion
under Assyria [previous article] for fuller
information than canbe givenhere.)Therea
son is the chance of archaeology.Most
libraries in Babyloniawere unearthedin the
19thcentury before proper excavationtech
niques had been developed At Asshur,on
the other hand, scientipc methods were
employed with great benebt to modern
knowledge.

Libraries no doubt existed in all major
Babylonian cities; specibcally,they have
been discoveredat Babylon, Borsippa,Sip-
par, and Nippur, to hamethe bestknown.
The library discoveredat Nippur is largely
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early Old Babylonianin dateand Sumerian
in content. Most of the tablets are now
housedin Istanbul,Jena(EastGermany)and
Philadelphia. The libraries from Babylon,
Borsippa,and Sipparare both Old and New
Babylonianin date and the contentsmainly
in Akkadian.Most of thesetabletsarenowin
the British Museum.

Recently (1986)a whole new library was
discoveredat Sippar by archaeologistérom
the University of Baghdad This is the most
important Pnd of the decadeand when the
tablets have been analyzedand published,
they will supply much information on the
subject. The texts seemto be NeoBabylc
nian in date.The discoveryalsoshedslight
on the physical arrangementsin a Babylo
nian library. The tabletswerestoredin deep
cubicles made up of clay shelves and
uprights. Brief markingson the tabletedges
were notes (OcallnumbersOYo assistthe
librariesin locatingthe textstheywanted.

l. Religion

Babylonianreligion permeatesBabylonian
society,being presentin every event,every
action, everyinstitution, everythought. This
feature cannot be overemphasizedparticu-
larly in our modern secularsociety where
such a phenomenonseemsso strange.For
this reason it has become fashionable in
scholarly circlesin recent yearsto be very
negativeabout the possibility of our gaining
an understandingof ancientreligion. Some
modern specialistsin Babyloniaclaim that
the very nature of the available sources
excludesany comprehensiveand profound
knowledge of Babylonian religion (Oppen
heim 1964)put this is overstatingthe case.
Amongthe tensof thousand<f artifactsand
inscriptions which archaeologist$ave exca
vated thereis awealth of information onthe
subject.This includesreligiousscenesn art,
votive bgurinesfrom temples,mythological
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texts, rituals, hymns, prayers,and o! ering
lists. We can never discoverexactly what a
given Babylonianthought aboutreligion, of
course,anymore than we can do this for a
modern human being; but, asshall be seen
in the following pageswe now haveconsid
erableinformation aboutthis subject.

Babylonianreligion wasvery heavily inf3u-
enced by Sumerianreligion, and all of the
characteristicsdescribedhere are character
istics of Sumerian religion. Babylonian reli-
gion had anumber of outstandingcharacter
istics.It wasa polytheisticreligion, the num-
ber of gods,goddesseslemonsegtc, beingin
the hundreds.Thesewererankedin ahierar-
chy, but there were many overlaps and
regional di! erences.To further complicate
ma' ers,eachdivinity had a spouseThe reli-
gion was animistic, for every animate and
inanimate object was believed to have life
and being. Cults were an important part of
Babylonianreligion, and everycity had both
major and minor cults, eachwith its temple,
priests,o! erings, and rituals. There wasan
o# cial or statereligion,andtherewasprivate
religion. Morality was involved in Babylo
nian religion, and a very high ethicaltoneis
evident in some writings. Divination and
magic were important parts of the Babylo
nian way of life.

1. StateReligion. The chiefBabylonian
gods,and the cities where their cults were
centered,were Marduk at Babylon,Nabz at
Borsippagnlil at Nippur, Ishtar at Uruk, Sin
at Ur, Shamashat Sippar, and Nergal at
Cuthah. When Babylonian history began,
the Sumerian god An was still o# cially
regardedasthe king of the gods.n practice,
Enlil, asin Sumeriantimes, playedthe chief
role. SeeENLIL. Astime passedand the city
of Babylonbecamethe political and cultural
centerof the land,its god,Marduk,gradually
moved into a more important position. Ulti-
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mately, he waso! cially recognizedas king

of the gods,during the reign of Nebuchad
nezzarl (ca.1125F1048.c; seeD. 6 above).
Many of the &'ributes and much of the
mythology a' achedto Enlil becamehis. In

the late period, Marduk was o#en simply
called Bel, Olord.0NabZ was MardukOson
and was the god of scribesand learning.
Librariesin templeswerecalled Otheshrines
of Nabz.Qshtar wasthe mothergoddessind
the goddessof love. Sin wasthe moon-god,
and his cult becameunusually important
during the reign of Nabonidus (seeD. 8
above). Shamash was the sun-god and
always had great prominence becausehe
wasin chargeof justiceand divination. Ner-
gal,who wascommonlyassociatedvith Erra,
wasthe god of the netherworld, and death
cameunder hisjurisdiction.

Eachcult not only had its own temple,per-
sonnel,and o$erings but alsoits own festk
vals and rituals. The festivalsof the major
cults were, of course,more important than
those of minor cults. The chief event of all
wasthe Akdu or New YearFestival.This was
celebratedevery spring at Babylon for the
prsttwelve daysof Nisan,the brstmonth of
the year. The statuesof gods from other
cities, such as NabZ from Borsippa,were
brought by boat with great ceremony to
Babylon. Here, they greeted Marduk and
accompaniedhis statue,placedon aceremo
nial Boat,out of the temple.The magnibcent
procession progressed down the wide
avenuefrom MardukOsgemple through the
Ishtar Gateto the Akdu houseoutside Baby
lonOswalls. In this house rituals were per-
formed and the EnumaElishpoem, describ
ing how Marduk becameking of the gods,
wasrecited.Then Marduk wasescortedback
to histemple,and the godsreturnedto their
own citiesand temples.The Babylonianking
had an essentialrole in statereligion, and
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this was particularly apparentin the Akdu

festival. At one point the chief priest would

slaphim in the faceanddraghim by theears
to MardukOshrone, where he forced the

king to bow down and recite a confession.
Another part of the Akdu festival was the

sacredmarriage betweenthe king and the

chief goddess,Zarpanitu. The marital act
wasactually carried out by the king with the

chiefpriestess.

Babylonian mythology is quite colorful,
and many of the myths,which arein poetry,
are exciting to read (seeH. 1above).This is
true in part becausethe Babylonianshad a
very anthropomorphic view of their gods.
They believedthat the godslooked thought,
and behavedjust like human beings.The
only di$erence was that the gods were
immortal and normally invisible. In the
mythologythe godsloved,hated fought,ate,
drank, sinned, and repented just like mor-
tals. Babyloniancosmologysawthe world as
divided into three parts,with heavenabove,
the netherworld below, and the earth in
between. Shamash, the sun, traveled
through the netherworld at night. The stars
and planets were identibed with specibc
gods, and their movementswere carefully
studied for astrologicalreasons.The earth
itself was seenas a disk surroundedby salt
water, with fresh water bubbling up from
below the earth to form rivers and lakes.
Babyloniaand its two rivers, the Tigris and
the Euphrates,were in the center of the
world.

In Babylonianbelief,the godsheavenand
underworld had alwaysexisted Thereareno
stories of how the godsand their dwelling
placesevolved,as there are,for example,in
Egypt.Humankind, however wascreatedby
the gods,aswasearth. There arevarioussto-
riesaboutthe creation but the centraltheme
is basicallythe samethere wasa major con
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Bict betweenold godsand younggods.One
story, EnumaElish,saysthe reasonfor the
war was that the young godswere making
too much noise and disturbing the sleepof
the old gods. Another story, Atramhasissays
the younggodsbecameired of doingall the
work to clothe and feed the old godsand
went on strike. In EnumaElish,Marduk is
chosen champion of the young gods.He
defeatshe leaderof theold godsthedragon
Tiamat, and createsearth out of her body.
Then, with a lump of clay and someblood
from the dead spouseof Tiamat, he creates
man. Man is placed on earth to servethe
gods.

The AtramhasisEpicnarratesthe creation
of man in somewhatthe samefashion, but
then goeson to describethe Flood. A! er
humankind had been created and had
relieved the young godsof menial toil, the
humans multiplied rapidly. The noise this
multitude made disturbed the gods, and
a er holding an assemblythe godsdecided
to destroytheir creationswith a Flood. The
Flood duly cameand sweptover the faceof
the earth.But oneman,Atram-hasis(in other
Flood storieshe hasother names)had been
warned by the god Ea that the Flood was
coming. He therefore built an enormous
boat,loaded his family, livestock,and all his
possessionsito it, and therebysurvivedthe
deluge.

Deathand its sequelwerevery gloomysub-
jectsin Babylonianthought,for therewasno
conceptof a happy a erlife. Slightly di" er-
ent viewsare givenin di" erenttextsof what
happeneda er death,but thereis a pervad
ing senseof misery.It wasbrstand foremost
important to bury a dead person,for other-
wisehis or her ghost(eemmuwould wander
about homelessand might haunt relatives
and friends.The body wasburied under the
Roor of the family home, where antiquated
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family archives were also buried. Al er
proper burial, the ghostwent down to the
netherworld. This is eloquentlydescribedin
the Gilgameshpi(8:34£39):

To the dwelling where none may leave
who have entered,

To the dwelling where the occupants
have no light,

Where they eat dust and clay they
consume.

They are dressed like birds, wings are
their clothes,

They see no light but dwell in darkness.

Every human being went to this gloomy
placeupon death.Therewasno paradisefor
the good or hell for the bad.lt is not surpris-
ing that Babylonianshad a fatalistic view of
life and that some of them practicedhedo
nism, ge#ing as much pleasurefrom life as
they could beforetheydied.

The templesin which the cults had their
homeswere major economicand socialinsti-
tutions in Babylonia. To provide some
impression of this, one might roughly com-
pare it with the status of the Christian
Church in Western Europeduring the Mid-
dle Ages.Physically the templeconsistedof
a large complex of buildings with shrines,
kitchens, dormitories, workrooms, and stor-
agerooms.Normally a temple tower, or zig-
gurat, was part of the temple complex.The
sizeof atempleOstd’ dependedon the tem-
pleOdmportance and wealth. The temple of
Marduk at Babylon in the 1stmillennium
was an enormously large and rich institu-
tion. We haveno indication of the numbers
of peopleonits std', but theywereprobably
in the hundreds. At the top was the chief
priest, and next to him were his chief advis
ers. There were severaldi” erent kinds of
priests who performed the various rituals
and related sacred duties. Cral smen and
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laborers,including kitchen std' and herds
men, were employedby the temple both to
provide for its own needsand to producea
surplus for trade and probt. A temple usu-
ally owned someland and alsohad a share
(OberingsO)n cropsand herds from some
property it did not own.Themoreimportant
temples also received support from the
palace although the amount of this support
varied from period to period. This support
included building and repairsthat were car-
ried out by corvZeat the order of the king.
Containerswerele! at templedoorsfor wor-
shippers to deposit voluntary o"erings.
Templerevenueswerein kind, and the food
provided for the godswasin practice con
sumedby thetemplepersonnel.

2. Popular Religion. Li#le is known
about popular religion in Babylonia,since
most of our sourcesare artifacts and docuw
mentsexcavatedat the largetemples.lt was
believedthat everyonegventhe lowestslave,
had a personalgod and that the godOsank
had a direct relation to the humanOsank.
The relationship betweena human and his
or her god was quite businesslike. The
human provided food and clothing for the
god, and the god, in turn, carried the
humanOs requestdl such as for good
healthN to a higher god who could perform
thedeed.

Magic,both black and white, wasuniversal
in Babylonia,but one suspectsalthough it
cannot be proved, that it was particularly
popular among poorer people.Incantations
and rituals in the hundredsareknown from
the great libraries. These cover the whole
gamut of life: love potions,illness,business
a' airs, a house infected with insects,child-
birth, etc. Clay dolls with human hair were
sometimedashionedaspart of aritual, such
asone designedto castan evil spellon aper-
son.Herbsand rootswerethe mostcommon
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elementsusedin the rituals, and frequently
therituals describehow to usethemto mix a
poultice or medicine particularly in the case
of iliness.

Babyloniantexts occasionallyrefer to road-
side shrines. Some of thesewere certainly
part of the state religion, but others were
probably manifestationsof popular belief.
Anyone who has traveled in the Near East
must have been struck by the number of
small shrines of virtually every religion in
town and country alike,eventoday.

3. Divination. As religion permeated
Babylonian civilization, so did divination.
The theory and practice of
prognosticatioMN predicting the
futureN was endemic to this culture and
a' ectedeveryaspectof life. It wasbasedon
the belief that the gods, whenever they
decidedto do something,senta messag®r
messageto human beingsthrough avariety
of means.If humanswished to know what
the godsintended,they had to learn how to
readthesesigns.

Almost anything could be a medium for
divine messagesuchasthe shapeof smoke
from a bre,the conbgurationf oil poured
upon water,the Bight of birds,or thesudden
appearanceof a snake.The Babylonians,
building upon a Sumerian tradition, devet
opedthe science(if wecancallit that) of read
ing thesesignsinto avery complexand com-
prehensivesystemThis systemwascarefully
recorded on clay tablets and Pled away in
libraries for reference.One gainssomeidea
of the importanceof divination to Babylont
ansfrom the fact that of all the documents
stored in Babylonian libraries, prognostic
textswerethe mostnumerous.

The kinds of divination we know most
about are those used by the king and his
court. These were extispicy and astrology.
ExtispicyN the examinationof the entrailsof
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sacribcialanimals for ominous signs\ was
popular in the Old and Middle Babylonian
periods, but by the Neo-Babylonianperiod
astrologyhad becomemore common.There
were both active and passiveapproachesn

divination. Thus, in the activeapproachthe
king would addressa specibPquestionto the
diviners, asking if a certain proposal was
approved by the gods.It might be a pro-
posed campaignor the appointmentof an
o! cial, or something else. The diviners
would then sacribPcesomeanimalsor watch
the heavensand, on the basisof their vast
lore, report backto the king.It saysnmuchfor

the skill and common senseof the diviners
that thereis no caseyetknown in which any
of them were later chargedwith afalsepre-
diction.

A passiveapproachto divination wasalso
known. Thus, an astrologermight report to
the king that his calculationsshowedthat a
solareclipsewould occuron suchadateand
that this meant the king would die. Neces
sary preventiveaction had, therefore,to be
taken.In one such case,of which there are
severalexamplesa substituteking was put
on the throne and at the end of the ominous
period was executed.Then the real king,
who had beenin hiding resumedhis throne.
Yet anothertype of passivedivination is rep-
resentedby dreamsand propheciesA king
might receivea messagdrom the godsin a
dream, or it might be transmi'ed to him
through a prophet. Theseprophets,or bet-
ter, Oecstatics,®ere usually women who
induced atranceupon themselvesprobably
by dancing. While the women werein the
trance,the godswould sendthem messages
for the king. Usually these messagesvere
just goodwishesfor well-beingand not atall
like the powerful and o#en threateningmes
sage®ftheHebrewprophets.

J. Everyday Life

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New

York: Doubleday.

The everydaylife of a Babylonianchanged
li" le overthe centuriesfor rapid changewas
unknown in preindustrial societies.Food,
lodging, clothing, and generalbehavior pat-
terns were essentiallythe samein Old Baby
lonian asin Neo-Babyloniantimes.This was
true despite the frequent immigration of
new peoples,since new population groups
soonmelted into Babyloniansociety Jeaving
li" letraceof their identity.

OApersonis what he eats(s an old adage
with muchtruth in it. OneQdiet a$ectsoneOs
thoughts and actionsin a variety of ways.
Thus, it is important to know what food
BabyloniansconsumedIt wasmainly cereal
grainsin the form of bread spreadwith oil
pressedfrom sesameseed.The most com-
mon cereal was barley, which was also
brewed for beer,the usual beverageWine
wasknown but wasreservedfor festiveocca
sionsor for useby rich people.The people
also ate leeks, onions,and garlic. Milk, usu-
ally from goatswasmadeinto ghee(claribed
bu" er) and cheeseEggsfrom chickensand
duckswerealsopart of the regulardiet. Fish
wascommonly caughtand eaten For sweets,
there were datesand honey. For most peo
ple, meat(fowl, sheep or goat)wasarare lux-
ury. Only the nobility could a$ord meatreg-
ularly; the lower classesvereableto indulge
in it only on festive occasionsindeed,the
upper classeshad a greatrespectfor good
food, and many recipesfor the preparation
of a mealhavebeendiscoveredNot surpris
ingly, someof the recipesare similar to those
for moderndishesfound in thearea.

There is a descriptionof abanquetamong
the godsin the epic EnumaElish(3:13387),
and this may rel3ect human practice.The
story doesnot tell us what they ate,except
that they atewell, but it doessaythey drank
enoughto becomequite cheerful:

They chd ed together as they sat down
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at the banquet,

They drank through straws the sweet
liquor,

As they drank the alcohol their bodies
relaxed,

They forgot their cares, their mood
became expansive.

The universal building material for
dwellingswasmud brick, the only exception
beingin the marsheswherereedswereused.
Stoneand timber, which had to beimported
and were therefore expensive,were used
only for palacesand temples.The houseof a
family of modestmeanswas usually of two
storiessurrounding a courtyard.Therewere
no openingsonto the streetexceptfor the
door. All windows,which had no coverings,
openedonto the courtyard,wheretherewas
a pool of water. The second3oor had a bal
cony all aroundthe courtyard.Wealthy fami-
lies and certainly the king had gardens.
There werepoor peoplewho werehomeless,
and many of them carved out niches for
themselvesn the city wallsor in the ruins of
old templesand palaceswhile otherssimply
sleptin doorways.The streetswere narrow,
twisting, and Plthy, sincethey had opensew
ersin the centerto carry 0" all wastefrom
the houses.The streetswere also dark and
dangerousatnight becaus®frobbers.

Clothing wasa relatively simple ma! er for
most people and consistedof one or two
looseb! ing garments. The material came
from goats®air or sheeps@ool. Both men
and women wore somejewelry. The upper
classesand royalty had more elaborategar-
mentsand,of coursewore ornamentsof pre-
ciousstone,suchaslapislazuli,and of metal,
suchasgoldandsilver.

For recreationthe Babylonianshad a vari-
ety of options.Therewerethe greatreligious
festivalswhich included paradeswhich they
could watch.Scribesand poetsrecitedepics

The Anchor Yale Bible Dictions®96 (D. N. Freedman, G. A. Herion, D. F. Graf, J. D. Pleins & A. B. Beck, Ed.). New
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and storiesto audiencesn the squaresand at
the gates.Music, both vocal and instrumen
tal, was sungor played universally from for-
mal hymns in the greattemplesto popular
folk tunes.A varietyof instruments\ strings,
wind, and percussiofN were used. Ball
gamesand wrestling were favorite sports.
The more sedentarycould entertain them-
selveswith board gamessomeof which have
beenrecoveredin modern excavationsFor
the children, there were toys such as clay
modelwagonsanddolls.

K. Legacy

Babyloniale# a legacyto civilization asa
whole and to religion in particular. This is
not surprising considering that Babylonia
was one of the great civilizations of the Fer-
tile Crescent,an area one could call the
cradle of civilization and the cradle of three
great religions: Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam. A Babylonianlegacyis alsoapparent
in the modern region, southernlirag, of the
Babylonian plain and among its present
inhabitants.

It isin the Bible that we Pndthe mostobvi-
ous Babylonianlegacy and sincethe Bible is
sacredto Judaism Christianity, and Islam,it
is then a fact that all three religions havea
legacy from the Babylonians.In the discus
sionsaboveaconnectionhasbeenobserved
betweenBabylonianand Hebrewlaw and lit -
erature.lt is possiblethat apocalypticlitera-
ture, suchasonepbndsin the book of Daniel
or the book of Revelationhasits origin in the
Babylonianprophecies.

A legacyin the Bible unf3d ering to the
Babyloniansis interesting. Biblical writers
had good causeto hatethe Babylonianss#er
the Exile, and this hatred took the form of
regardingthem asthe archetype®fevil. The
strongestexpressionis in the book of Revela
tion, where one readsof the iniquities of the
OGreat Whore of Babylon.OAntagonism
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toward Babylonia went back much farther
though, as we can see in the episode of the
Tower of Babel in Genesis 11, where the
writer is scornful of Babylon’s wealth and
pretensions, picturing its inhabitants as a
godless and foolish bunch. These images of
Babylon are still with us today, thanks to the
Bible.

A final Babylonian legacy to religion is
astrology. Astrology spread from Babylonia
both east, to India and beyond, and west. In
Western Europe, it gained a firm hold, thriv-
ing in the Middle Ages, and it still has a real
presence in modern society.

Outside of religion, the most outstanding
contribution which Babylonia has made to
civilization is in science, a fact which has only
come to light during the last few decades. As
noted above, the Babylonians by about 1780
B.C. had made great strides in mathematics,
algebra, and geometry. They had already
made the discoveries which Euclid and
Pythagoras would rediscover later. Before
the middle of the 1st millennium they had
such a wealth of astronomical data and
expertise (compiled for the purposes of
astrology) that they could measure the solar
and lunar years very accurately. They could
also predict eclipses of the sun and moon
and many other celestial phenomena. This
vast lore of learning and discovery spread
throughout the Near East and Eastern
Europe during the Hellenistic age and thus
formed the basis for Greek science, which, in
turn, is the basis of modern science. The
Babylonians also knew a great deal about
medicine and the structure of the human
body, but whether much of this knowledge
was passed on to the Greeks is unknown.

The influence of Babylonian literature on
Greek literature has been shown to be a real-
ity in recent years. There are, for example,
reflections of Gilgamesh in the stories of Her-

cules, and some of the gods mentioned in the
poetry of Hesiod reflect a Babylonian back-
ground. The Babylonians are famous in
modern times for their law codes, and
research during the last decade has shown a
continuous chain in legal tradition from the
Laws of Hammurapi through the Bible to
modern law. (In fact there was a trial in the
state of Michigan in the 1950s in which the
goring-ox laws of Hammurapi’s code were
cited as bearing on the case! See Finkelstein
1981.)

The land where Babylonian civilization
once flourished is now the S part of the mod-
ern republic of Iraq. Here, one can see a visi-
ble legacy of those ancient people in the
minarets of the mosques. These towers
remind one of the ancient ziggurats, or tem-
ple towers, the remains of which can still be
seen at ancient sites throughout the land. In
the early Middle Ages, when minarets were
first being built, the ziggurats would have
been even better preserved and apparent.
Indeed, the famous medieval minaret at
Samarra was consciously modeled after a
ziggurat.

The Babylonian dialect of Akkadian is no
longer spoken in the area, but there are still
relics of it in the Arabic which is spoken in
Iraq today. By this, it is not meant simply that
Arabic, being a Semitic language like Akka-
dian, has words and grammatical structures
related to those in Babylonian; this is cer-
tainly true. But beyond this, in isolated vil-
lages one often finds local words and expres-
sions which are otherwise not known in Ara-
bic but were current in Babylonian. An out-
standing example of this is the technical ter-
minology used by the date-palm cultivators
in the extreme south. This terminology is
actually Sumerian and therefore even older
than Babylonian. But the Babylonians
inherited it and passed it on to future genera-
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tions.

Is there any trace of the Babylonian people
themselves among the modern inhabitants
of S Iraq? This is impossible to prove, but it
seems highly probable. After all, when histo-
rians say a people “died out” or “disap-
peared,” what they really mean (except in
cases of genocide or mass migration) is that
the old population intermarried and melted
into the new immigrant populations. This
was certainly the case with the Babylonians.
One region which was isolated and therefore
experienced little of this melting is the
marshes in the extreme south (see B. above).
Here the Marsh Arabs, as the people are
called, live in much the same way as the
ancient Sumerians and Babylonians. They
are quite different in almost every respect
from other Iraqis. Perhaps, then, they are the
closest we can come to finding traces of Baby-
lonians in the modern world.
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